Charlotte Mason Basics
“Children must be nurtured on the Best--There is never a time when they are unequal to worthy thoughts, well put; inspiring tales, well told..."  Charlotte Mason

I. The Foundational Principles: The Great Work of Education - 
"we perceive that the great work of education is to inspire children with vitalising ideas as to every relation of life, every department of knowledge, every subject of thought; and to give deliberate care to the formation of those habits of the good life which are the outcome of vitalising ideas. In this great work we seek and assuredly find the co-operation of the Divine Spirit, whom we recognise, in a sense rather new to modern thought, as the supreme Educator of mankind in things that have been called secular, fully as much as in those that have been called sacred." Charlotte Mason
“We want an education which shall nourish the mind while not neglecting either physical or vocational training; in short, we want a working philosophy of education. I think that we of the P.N.E.U. have arrived at such a body of theory, tested and corrected by some thirty years of successful practice with thousands of children. This theory has already been set forth in volumes [The Home Education Series] published at intervals during the last thirty-five years; so I shall indicate here only a few salient points which seem to me to differ from general theory and practice,--

(a) The children, not the teachers, are the responsible persons; they do the work by self-effort. 

(b) The teachers give sympathy and occasionally elucidate, sum up or enlarge, but the actual work is done by the scholars. 

(c) These read in a term one, or two, or three thousand pages, according to their age, school and Form, in a large number of set books. The quantity set for each lesson allows of only a single reading; but the reading is tested by narration, or by writing on a test passage. When the terminal examination is at hand so much ground has been covered that revision is out of the question; what the children have read they know, and write on any part of it with ease and fluency, in vigorous English; they usually spell well. (V6 pg 7)
Much is said from time to time to show that 'mere book-learning' is rather contemptible, and that "Things are in the saddle and ride mankind." May l point out that whatever discredit is due to the use of books does not apply to this method, which so far as I can discover has not hitherto been employed. Has an attempt been made before on a wide scale to secure that scholars should know their books, many pages in many books, at a single reading, in such a way that months later they can write freely and accurately on any part of the term's reading? 

(d) There is no selection of studies, or of passages or of episodes, on the ground of interest. The best available book is chosen and is read through perhaps in the course of two or three years. 

(e) The children study many books on many subjects, but exhibit no confusion of thought, and 'howlers' are almost unknown. 

(f) They find that, in Bacon's phrase, "Studies serve for delight"; this delight being not in the lessons or the personality of the teacher, but purely in their 'lovely books,' 'glorious books.' 

(g) The books used are, whenever possible, literary in style. 

(h) Marks, prizes, places, rewards, punishments, praise, blame, or other inducements are not necessary to secure attention, which is voluntary, immediate and surprisingly perfect. 

(i) The success of the scholars in what may be called disciplinary subjects, such as Mathematics and Grammar, depends largely on the power of the teacher, though the pupils' habit of attention is of use in these too. 

(j) No stray lessons are given on interesting subjects; the knowledge the children get is consecutive.   Vol 6 pg 8

The unusual interest children show in their work, their power of concentration, their wide, and as far as it goes, accurate knowledge of historical, literary and some scientific subjects, has challenged attention and the general conclusion is that these are the children of educated and cultivated parents. It was vain to urge that the home schoolroom does not usually produce remarkable educational results; but the way is opening to prove that the power these children show is common to all children; at last there is hope that the offspring of working-class parents may be led into the wide pastures of a liberal education. 

Are we not justified in concluding that singular effects must have commensurate causes, and that we have chanced to light on unknown tracts in the region of educational thought. At any rate that GOLDEN RULE of which Comenius was in search has discovered itself,” 

the RULE, "WHEREBY TEACHERS SHALL TEACH LESS AND SCHOLARS SHALL LEARN MORE." 

II. Goals of a CM education:

1. The spiritual and academic needs of the child should be developed simultaneously.

2. A child is an intelligent human being in need of adequate brain food.

3. A child should develop physically as well as academically.

4. Along with academic challenges, they also need lots of free time to explore, imagine, create, etc.

5. Last, but not least, the child needs to develop good habits which in turn develops good character.

III. Provide the child with a wide variety of subjects including:

    a)"physical exercises"

    b)"nature lore"

    c)"handicrafts"

    d)"science" 

    e)"art"

    f)"many living books” – which includes poetry 
IV. Points to Remember:

1. The books used are, whenever possible, literary in style. 

2. We should give our children what Charlotte calls “vitalizing ideas”

3. Children have a right to “all fitting knowledge”

4. A schoolbook should be a medium for ideas and not merely a receptacle for facts”

5.  Provide a full and generous curriculum

6. Use only the best books, quality books
7. Never waste time on valueless books  
V. What to avoid: There are four means of destroying the desire for knowledge:- 
(a) Too many oral lessons, which offer knowledge in a diluted form, and do not leave the child free to deal with it.

(b) Lectures, for which the teacher collects, arranges and illustrates matter from various sources; these often offer knowledge in too condensed and ready prepared a form. 

(c) Textbooks compressed and recompressed from the big book of the big man.

(d) The use of emulation and ambition as incentives to learning in place of the adequate desire for, and delight, knowledge. 

VI. Some of the Methods - 
Narration – recounting an experience (seen, heard or read); can be oral or written as in 
                   words or pictures

                 Benefits- 

· helps child learn to form sentences; complete thoughts; helps them learn to order their thoughts

· builds memory; they don’t forget what they narrate                

“A narration should be original as it comes from the child--that is, his own mind should have acted upon the matter it has received.”

Short Lessons – Start with as little 5-10 minutes with very young children and increase            

                          with age
                  Benefits – 

· Builds Memory Skills

· Interest is retained because there is no fear of fatigue
Copywork – writing from a visual example
           
 Benefits – 

· Handwriting Practice

· Visual aid (as to construction of sentences, words, punctuation)

· Increases memory

Dictation – builds on the foundation of copywork
VII. Advantages gained by using Charlotte Mason’s methods:

The children study many books on many subjects, but exhibit no confusion of thought

The children, not the teachers, are the responsible persons; they do the work by self-effort. 

This scheme is carried out in less time than ordinary school work on the same subjects. 

There are no revisions, no evening lessons, no cramming or 'getting up' of subjects; therefore there is much time whether for vocational work or interests or hobbies. 

All intellectual work is done in the hours of morning school, and the afternoons are given to field nature studies, drawing, handicrafts, etc. 

No homework is required. 

Quotes by Charlotte Mason (taken from her Original Series);
“It is not easy to sum up in a few short sentences those principles upon which the mind naturally acts and which I have tried to bring to bear upon a school curriculum. The fundamental idea is, that children are persons and are therefore moved by the same springs of conduct as (Vol 6 pg 14) their elders. Among these is the Desire of Knowledge, knowledge-hunger being natural to everybody. History, Geography, the thoughts of other people, roughly, the humanities, are proper for us all, and are the objects of the natural desire of knowledge. So too, are Science, for we all live in the world; and Art, for we all require beauty, and are eager to know how to discriminate; social science, Ethics, for we are aware. of the need to learn about the conduct of life; and Religion, for, like those men we heard of at the Front, we all 'want God.' “

“In the nature of things then the unspoken demand of children is for a wide and very varied curriculum; it is necessary that they should have some knowledge of the wide range of interests proper to them as human beings, and for no reasons of convenience or time limitations may we curtail their proper curriculum. “

“Perceiving the range of knowledge to which children as persons are entitled the questions are, how shall they be induced to take that knowledge, and what can the children of the people learn in the short time they are at school?”

“We have discovered a working answer to these two conundrums. I say discovered, and not invented, for there is only one way of learning, and the intelligent persons who can talk well on many subjects and the expert in one learn in the one way, that is, they read to know.”

"The much-diluted or over condensed, teaching of the oral lesson, or the lecture, gives place to the well thought out, consecutive treatment of the right book, a living book in which facts are presented as the outcome of ideas.” 

"...that the young people shall learn what history is, what literature is, what life is, from the living books of those who know."  Charlotte Mason (School Education) 

"...we owe it to every child to put him in communication with great minds that he may get at great thoughts; with the minds, that is, of those who have left us great works; the only vital method of education appears to be that children should read worthy books, many worthy  books."   Charlotte Mason (Philosophy of Education)

“Education must be in touch with life. We must learn what we desire to know.....What a welcome companion is he who can distinguish between songs that differ in the vespers of the birds! How grateful the company of the reader of history who brings forward parallels to the episodes in the great War!"    Charlotte Mason

“The free use of books implies correct spelling and easy and vigorous composition without direct teaching of these subjects"  Charlotte Mason
 “much and varied humane reading as well as human thought expressed in the forms of art, is, not a luxury, a tit-bit, to be given to children now and then, but their very bread of life which they must have in abundant portions and at regular periods.” Charlotte Mason
The Parent’s Role:

“Our part (in education) is to remove obstructions, to give stimulus and guidance to the child who is trying to get into touch with the universe of things and thoughts. “

Charlotte Mason

"No gain that I experience must remain unshared."
Websites:
www.amblesideonline.org
www.geocities.com/northhoustoncm
www.geocities.com/learningchancespress
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