Eastern Thought: Buddhism
PHIL / REL 3500-001



Fall Semester 2007
MWF   11:00-11:50



Palmer Hall  2470

Nita de Oliveira, Ph.D.


Office: Scott Hall 3012

Phone: 419-530-4517 



Office Hours: MF 8:30-11:00

Email: ndeoliv@utoledo.edu


or by appointment

TA: Nik Monnin (SH 0125)


Office Hours: Tu Th 12:00 - 2:00
Course Website: http://www.geocities.com/nythamar/buddhism.html
Personal Website: http://www.geocities.com/nythamar/nita.html
Course Description: 

PHIL 3500 EASTERN THOUGHT

[3 hours] An examination of major philosophies of Asia and the Far East, their specific concerns and their relevance to contemporary problems. Non-Western multicultural course. In this course we will be exploring the philosophical contributions of Buddhism, esp. Zen-Buddhism, to a dialogue between Western and Eastern religious and philosophical traditions.
Required Texts:
Suzuki, Daisetz Teitaro. An introduction to Zen Buddhism. New York: Grove Press, 1991.
Suzuki, Daisetz Teitaro. Essays in Zen Buddhism. New York: Grove Press, 1986.
Further Reading / Reserved Materials (Library):

Buddhism: A concise introduction. Ed. Huston Smith and Philip Novak. New York: Harper, 2003.
Buddhism in the modern world: Adaptations of an ancient tradition. Edited by Steven Heine. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

The Koan: Texts and contexts in Zen Buddhism. Edited by Steven Heine, Dale S. Wright 
Oxford ; New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
Clack, Beverley and Brian R. Clack. The philosophy of religion: a critical introduction. Cambridge: Polity Press ; Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1998

Davies, Brian (Editor). Philosophy of religion: a guide to the subject. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1998.
Eckel, Malcolm David. Buddhism: Origins, Beliefs, Practices, Holy Texts, Sacred Places.  2002.
Peterson, Michael, William Hasker, Bruce Reichenbach and David Basinger, Editors. Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings (Paperback). Oxford University Press, 2006.
Yandell, Keith E. Philosophy of Religion: A Contemporary Introduction. Routledge Contemporary Introductions to Philosophy (Net Lib)

Grading Policy: 
Grades are based on point accumulation throughout the semester.  There are 3 Homeworks worth 10 points each and 2 Midterm Essays worth 15 points each. One of the Homeworks might be replaced by a Class Presentation. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED, unless they are accompanied by evidence of a medical emergency (e.g., signed doctor’s note) or death in the family (e.g., funeral program). Make-up exams will be given only to those students who inform me of their emergency by email on the day of the exam. The cumulative final exam is worth 40 points, so as to make up 100 points:

30 points – Homework

30 points – Midterm Essays
40 points – Final Exam

100 total points
Final grades for the course are based on the following scale:
93-100 pts. = A

77-79 pts. = C+

90-92 pts. = A-

73-76 pts. = C

87-89 pts. = B+

70-72 pts. = C-

83-86 pts. = B


60-69 pts. = D

80-82 pts. = B-

59 and below = F

Academic Honesty: 
Neither plagiarism (i.e., presenting the written work of another as one’s own) nor cheating (i.e., providing answers to exam questions or receiving exam answers from another) will be tolerated. Any academic dishonesty will be disciplined according to the guidelines in the University of Toledo student handbook.
Accessibility:
If you need special accommodations to attend my class, please notify me immediately. Your need for special accommodations, including special testing requests, will need to be documented by the Office of Accessibility, located at 1400 Snyder Memorial.

Reading Assignments & Class Structure: 
Make sure to prepare all the readings before the date given. The reading assignments are usually short and hopefully pleasant. Homework is turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due. There will be audiovisual presentations (DVD, online videos) and oral presentations. In-class final exams will take place during the last week of semester exams.
Class Participation
Class participation is essential. That includes class attendance (10%) as well as active involvement in all phases of the class (10%).

Class Schedule:
January

7: Introduction: What is Buddhism? Religion, Philosophy or Way of Life ?

9 - M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 1: “Buddhism as a World Religion”
11- Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter I
14 - M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 2: “The Life of the Buddha”
16 - Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay I
18 - Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter II
21 - No Class (Martin Luther King Day)
23 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 3: “All is Suffering”
25 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay II (part 1, p. 39-59)
28 - M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 4: “The Path to Nirvana”
30 - Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter III
February

1 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay II (part 2, p. 60-86)
4 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 5: “The Buddhist Community”
6 – Homework #1 & Review
8 – MIDTERM #1
11 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 6: “Mahayana Buddhism—the Bodhisattva Ideal”
13 – Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter IV
15 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay II (part 3, p. 86-117)
18 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 7: “Celestial Buddhas and Bodhisattvas”

20 – Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter V
22 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay III (pt I-III)
25 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 8: “Emptiness”
27 – Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter VI
29 – Homework #2 & Review
March

3 - 7 No Class (Spring Break)

10 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 9: “Theravada Buddhism in Southeast Asia”
12 – Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter VII
14 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay III (pt IV-VII)
17 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 10: “Buddhism in Tibet”
19 – Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter VIII
21 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay IV (pt I-III)
24 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 11: “Buddhism in China”
26 – Suzuki,  An introduction to Zen Buddhism, chapter IX
28 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay IV (pt IV-VII)
31 – M.D. Eckel, DVD Lectures, 12: “Buddhism in Japan”
April

2 – Film (TBA)
4 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay V (pt I-IV)
7 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay V (pt V-IX)
9 – Film (TBA)
11 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay VI (pt I-IV)
14 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay VI (pt V-IX)
16 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay VII (pt I-V)
18 – Homework #3 & Review
21 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay VII (pt VI-XIII)
23 – MIDTERM #2
25 – Suzuki,  Essays in Zen Buddhism, Essay VIII
FINAL EXAM: Friday May 2,  10:15-12:15
