PHIL 3750-011 SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

MTWR 11:40 am - 1:20 pm Rocket Hall 1542 May 12 - Jun 20, 2008
Nita de Oliveira, Ph.D.



Office: Scott Hall 3012

Phone: 419-530-4517 




Office Hours: MF 8:30-11:00

Email: ndeoliv@utoledo.edu



or by appointment

Course Website: http://www.geocities.com/nythamar/politics.html
Personal Website: http://www.geocities.com/nythamar/nita.html
Course Description:

PHIL 3750 SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

[3 hours] A study of classic and contemporary treatments of justice, authority, the relations between individual and community, the meaning of freedom and equality, power and violence, and race and gender. In this course we will be exploring modern conceptions of the social contract, liberalism, libertarianism, republicanism, democracy, communitarianism, socialism, feminism, postmodernism, and pluralism in the writings of political thinkers such as Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Immanuel Kant, Georg Hegel, Karl Marx, Michel Foucault, Martin Luther King, John Rawls, Jürgen Habermas, and Martha Nussbaum.

Required Text:

Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts. Edited by Steven M. Cahn. Oxford University Press, 2004. (ISBN 13: 9780195177084 / ISBN 10: 0195177088)

Grading Policy: 

Grades are based on point accumulation throughout the semester. There are 2 Homeworks/Quizzes worth 15 points each and 1 Midterm worth 30 points. One of the Homeworks might be replaced by a Class Presentation. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED, unless they are accompanied by evidence of a medical emergency (e.g., signed doctor’s note) or death in the family (e.g., funeral program). Make-up exams will be given only to those students who inform me of their emergency by email on the day of the exam. The cumulative final exam is worth 40 points, so as to make up 100 points.
Final grades for the course are based on the following scale:

93-100 pts. = A 77-79 pts. = C+

90-92 pts. = A- 73-76 pts. = C

87-89 pts. = B+ 70-72 pts. = C-

83-86 pts. = B 60-69 pts. = D

80-82 pts. = B- 59 and below = F

Academic Honesty: 

Neither plagiarism (i.e., presenting the written work of another as one's own) nor cheating (i.e., providing answers to exam questions or receiving exam answers from another) will be tolerated. Any academic dishonesty will be disciplined according to the guidelines in the University of Toledo student handbook.

Accessibility:

If you need special accommodations to attend my class, please notify me immediately. Your need for special accommodations, including special testing requests, will need to be documented by the Office of Accessibility, located at 1400 Snyder Memorial.

Reading Assignments & Class Structure: 

Make sure to prepare all the readings before the date given. The reading assignments are usually short and hopefully pleasant. Homework is turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due. There will be audiovisual presentations (DVD, online videos), in-class discussions, reviews, and oral presentations. The final exam (multiple-choice / in-class essay) will take place on the last day of class.

Class Participation

Class participation is essential. That includes class attendance (75%) as well as active involvement in all phases of the class.

Class Schedule:

Week 1: May 12 – Introduction: SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
May 13 – Social Contract; Liberalism, Modern Democracy
May 14 – Thomas Hobbes
May 15 – John Locke 

Week 2: May 19 – Republicanism; freedom and equality
May 20 - Jean-Jacques Rousseau
May 21 – Immanuel Kant
May 22 – Abraham Lincoln

Week 3: May 26 – Homework/Quiz # 1 (15 points) / Discussion: Individual and Society

May 27 - Communitarianism, socialism, communism
May 28 - Georg Hegel
May 29 - Karl Marx

Week 4: June 2 – Power and violence
June 3 – Martin Luther King 
June 4 –Michel Foucault
June 5 – Homework/Quiz # 2 (15 points) / Class Discussion: Justice and Power 

Week 5: June 9 – Justice, Deliberative Democracy, Pluralism
June 10 – John Rawls
June 11 – Jürgen Habermas
June 12 – Review / Class Presentations

Week 6: June 16 - Midterm (30 points) 
June 17 – Feminism, Postmodernism
June 18 – Martha Nussbaum / Final Review
June19 – Final Exam (40 points) 
