ITHACA

When you set out on your journey to Ithaca,
pray that the road is long,

full of adventure, full of knowledge.

The Lestrygonians and the Cyclops,

the angry Poseidon - do not fear them:

You will never find such as these on your path,

if your thoughts remain lofty, if a fine
emotion touches your spirit and your body.
The Lastrygonians and the Cyclops,

the fierce Poseidon you will never encounter,
if you do not carry them within your soul,

if your soul does not set them up before you.

Pray that the road is long.

That the summer mornings are many, when,
with such pleasure, with such joy

you will enter ports seen for the first time;
stop at Phoenician markets,

and purchase fine merchandise,
mother-of-pearl and coral, amber and ebony,
and sensual perfumes of all kinds,

as many sensual perfumes as you can;

visit many Egyptian cities,

to learn and learn from scholars.

Always keep Ithaca in your mind.

To arrive there is your ultimate goal.

But do not hurry the voyage at all.

It is better to let it last for many years;

and to anchor at the island when you are old,
rich with all you have gained on the way,

not expecting that Ithaca will offer you riches.

Ithaca has given you the beautiful voyage.

Without her you would have never set out on the road.

She has nothing more to give you.

And if you find her poor, Ithaca has not deceived you.
Wise as you have become, with so much experience,
you must already have understood what Ithacas mean.

IOAKH

2a Byeig oTov TNy yia tnv 18dkn,

va eUxXeoal vaval Jakpug o dpduog,

VEMATOG TTEPITTETEIEG, YENATOG YVWOEIG.

Toug AaioTpuydvag Kal Toug KUKAWTTAG,

Tov Bupwpévo Mooeidwva un gopdoal,

TéTOIO OTOV OPOPO oou TToTE oou dev Ba Bpeic,
av JEV' N OKEWIG 00U UWNAR, av EKAEKTA
OuyKivnoIg TO TTVEUA KAl TO CWHA 00U ayyicel.
Toug AaioTpuyovag kal Toug KUKAWTTAG,

ToV ayplo MNooeidwva dev Ba OUVAVTATEIG,

av eV TOUG KOUBAVEIG EG aTNV WuXH oou,

av N Wuxr oou &gV TOUG OTAVEI EUTTPOG OOU.

Na euxeoal vaval Jakpug o OpouoG.

MoAAd Ta KaAokaipiva TTpwid va eival

TTOU UE TI EUXOPIOTNOI, JE TI Xapd

Ba utraivelg o€ Aiévag TTPWTOEIdWHEVOUG:

va oTapaTtioelg o' eutropeia PoIvIKIKA,

KAl TEG KAAEG TTPAYHATEIEG V' OTTOKTAOEIG,
OevTEQIA KAl KOPAAAIQ, KEXpIUTTApPIa K' €BEvoug,
Kal NOOVIKA HUpwdIKA KABe Aoy,

600 PTTOpPEIG TTI0 APBova NBOVIKA HUPWOIKA:
o€ TTOAeIG AIYUTITIOKEG TTOAAEG va TTAG,

va PABeIg Kal va JABbeIg aTT' Toug oTToudaoPEVOUG.

MéavTta oTov vou oou VAxeIg TNV 184kn.

To @BAcIuoV €KEi iV’ O TTPOOPIGUOG GOU.

AANAG pn Bialeig To Tagidr didAou.

KaAAitepa xpdvia TToOAG va SiapkEoel

Kal yépog mma V' apdéeig oTo vnai,

TTAOUCI0G PE 6o KEPDIOEG OTOV dPOLO,

KN TTpoodoKwVTaAg TTAOUTN va o€ dwoel n 18dkn.

H 184kn o' édwoe 1o wpaio Tagid.
Xwpig autiv dev B&BRyaiveg oTov dpdpo.
AMAo dev €xel va o€ dWOEI TTIa.

Ki av rTwxikAq Tnv Bpeig, n 18akn dgv o€ yEAQOE.
ETo1 00@4¢ TT0U £yIveg, Ue TOON TTEipa,
nodn Ba 1o KatdAaBeg n 18dkes TI onuaivouv.



