Regents Earth Science

Chapter 13 – Plate Tectonics

I. What is Plate Tectonics?

A. The earth’s crust (lithosphere) is now known to be made up of 

     a dozen or so plates that slowly move about.  The study of the 

     movements and the formation of these plates is called plate 

     tectonics.

B. The lithosphere is approximately 100 km thick.  It is much 

     thicker under the continents than it is under the ocean basins.

C. The lithosphere “floats” on the upper layer of the mantle called 

     the asthenosphere.

1. As heated magma rises from the Earth’s core, convection 

    currents move the plates of the lithosphere around.

