To: Board Members, Executive Committee, Advisory Council & Friends

From: Dr. Riaz Ahmad, President

Subject: Eighth Annual Pakistan Day on Capitol Hill, June 7, 2000

Assalam-o-Alaikum:

Once again, our annual function was a grand success. We had a big turn out and the community participated and enjoyed the event fully. We had distinguished guests from the Embassy of Pakistan, the Government of Pakistan, the US State Department, National Security Council and of course a significant number of Congressmen and Senators.  

To recapitulate the events for you and to encourage you and other members from your community to attend the program next year, here is the brief report:

Tuesday, June 6th, 2000  

7:00pm – 10:00pm
Dinner was arranged in the Embassy of Pakistan for one hundred people. Pakistani American Congress delegates from different parts of the United States, as far as Washington State, Texas, Florida and California, besides, of course, familiar members from the Midwest and East Coast attended the annual dinner. This dinner was paid for by the Pakistani American Congress and all attending delegates contributed towards the cost.

We also invited a dozen young Pakistani Americans to make start on developing a youth group of Pakistani American Congress. We need more names of young people in order to launch this group in August 2000. 

Wednesday, June 7th, 2000 

9:00am – 10:00am

Morning session of this event was held in the Governor’s Board Room, in the Omni Shoreham Hotel. The program started at 9:00am with Tilawat-e-Quran by Dr. Ashraf Toor of Chicago, Illinois. Next, Dr. Hafeez Malik, chairman Advisory Council gave his introductory remarks. Dr. Malik had recently returned from his two week tour of India. He gave a brief report about his meeting with the intellectuals and the think tanks in India in addition to the report of the advisory council activities.

Next, Dr. Wasiullah Khan, Secretary Pakistani American Congress presented a short report about the activities of the Organization and highlighted the steps Pakistani American Congress has taken to promote people to people contacts between Pakistan and the United States.

10:00am – 10:30 am

Federal Minister of Education of Pakistan, Zubaida Jalal gave an over all picture of the education field in Pakistan and spoke about the steps taken by the current administration for increasing the primary and secondary education in the country. Senior Vice President, Dr. Arshad Mirza introduced her to the audience. 

10:30am – 11:00am

Pakistan’s ambassador to United States, Dr. Maleeha Lodhi, spoke about the current status of US-Pakistan relationship. She described the domestic agenda of the new government and also how the military government plans to approach the neighboring countries regarding peace and stability in the region. She dwelled on the bilateral relationship between United States and Pakistan and the complications and prospects it faces. The speech was followed by question/answer session.

11:00am – 11:20am

Assistant Secretary of State, Karl Inderfurth, urged both Pakistan and India to initiate dialogue for a permanent peace in the South Asia. Details of his speech are included as news paper cuttings.

11:20am – 11:40am

Director South Asia Affairs in the National Security Council, Donald Camp spoke about how the United States government plans to maintain a policy of constructive engagement with Pakistan. He analyzed India, Pakistan and US relationship and hoped for peace in South Asia.

11:40am – 12:30pm

The most lively and thought provoking part of the morning session was the joint question/answer session with Karl Inderfurth and Donald Camp, moderated by Dr. Riaz Ahmad, President PAC. This was perhaps the best and the most interactive session ever arranged by PAC. The program attendees asked many questions about US-Pakistan relations and President Clinton’s recent trip to South Asia and prospects for peace in Kashmir and Afghanistan.

12:30pm – 1:45pm

Former congressman from Texas, Charles Wilson spoke about effective means of getting your point across on the Capitol Hill. The participants took so much interest in this session that they decided to continue this session in place of the small group discussions.

Session ended at 1:45pm and the program participants gathered for lunch in the Omni Shoreham Hotel’s restaurant. Five officers of the State Department from the South Asia desk attended the session and the lunch.

Evening Session - 4:00pm – 8:00pm

Evening Session of the Pakistan Day on Capitol Hill started at 4:00pm, in the Rayburn House office building room 2168.

This session lasted for four hours. Snacks and drinks were served to the participants.  

Following Congressmen/Senators and/or their staffers attended the session and supported Pakistan’s policies for peace in South Asia.

Senator Robert Toricelli

New Jersey

Senator Tim Johnson


South Dakota

Senator Richard Durbin

Illinois

Congressman David Bonior 

Michigan

10th District

Congressman Dale Kildee

Michigan

9th District

Congressman Vernon Ehlers

Michigan

3rd District

Congressman Nick Smith

Michigan

7th District

Congressman David Camp

Michigan

4th District

Congressman Major Owens

New York

11th District

Congresswoman Louise Slaughter
New York

28th District

Congressman Dan Burton 

Indiana


6th District

Congressman Henry Hyde

Illinois


6th District

Congressman Bobby Rush

Illinois


1st District

Congressman Pete Sessions

Texas


5th District

Congressman Ciro Rodriguez

Texas


28th District

Congressman Kenneth Bentson
Texas


25th District

Congressman James Trafficant
Ohio


17th District

Congressman Tom Sawyer

Ohio


14th District

Congressman Dennis Kucinich
Ohio


10th District

Congressman Howard Coble

North Carolina
6th District

Congressman Tom Campbell

California

15th District

Congressman James Moran

Virginia

8th District

Congressman Nick Rohall

West Virginia

3rd District

Congressman William Goodling 
Pennsylvania

19th District

Congressman Curt Weldon 

Pennsylvania

7th District

I urge you all to please bring more Pakistani Americans to participate in the socio-political activities of the Pakistani American Congress. We need more organizations and individuals to help safe guard our civil liberties in United States and in Pakistan. PAC could use more ideas and groups and programs to carry them out.

I encourage you all to join us in the action and become a part of the winning team.

United We Stand, Divided We Fall

Kind Regards,

Dr. Riaz Ahmad

President

Pakistani American Congress
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