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FRAUD AND ABUSE AGAINST THE TRICARE PROGRAM
By
Barbara Jannotti
 Supervisory Health Care Fraud Specialist


The Department of Defense’s (DoD) Military Health System (MHS) is committed to providing cost-effective, quality health care to its over 9.9 million beneficiaries.  However, health care fraud and abuse constantly hampers its ability to realize this goal.  


The TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) Program Integrity Office (PI) in Aurora, Colorado, coordinates investigations alleging fraud and abuse committed against the TRICARE Program worldwide.  Members of  DoD’s military family are valuable partners in the ongoing fight against fraud and abuse, but there is a dark side to this partnership, one of deceit and lies.  There are those in the military family who are engaging in fraudulent practices either independently or in collusion with unscrupulous providers, resulting in active duty military members, retirees and their dependents receiving reimbursement for medical services they were not entitled to . Such behavior adversely impacts the cost and quality of care received by all authorized to use the Program and drives MHS health care costs higher. 


Anyone caught defrauding the Program will be required to payback any money they received fraudulently.  Also, they may even find themselves facing civil and/or criminal charges as well as having to serve time in prison.  Active duty personnel caught engaging in this type of criminal behavior may find themselves facing court martial proceedings as well.

New legislation expected to be approved in the not too distant future will allow TRICARE to suspend the entitlement to health care benefits of any non-active duty beneficiary identified as having been involved in fraud and/or abuse schemes against the Program.  The sanction action can last up to five years—a longtime to be without access to health care benefits.  Those in DoD’s military family engaged in or thinking of becoming involved in defrauding the TRICARE Program, whether independently or in collusion with an unscrupulous provider(s), should keep this in mind.
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