POISON FACTORIES OF THE WORLD BANK





In the last few years alone, the World Bank Group has funded incineration projects in at least 65 countries. Incinerators for medical and municipal waste have been linked to severe public health threats and pollution in the United States, Europe and Asia. The combination of intense public opposition to incinerators and increasingly strict regulation has forced the closure or cancellation of thousands of incinerators in industrialized countries. Incinerators are fast becoming an obsolete technology as hospitals and cities are moving towards safer and more economical alternative approaches to waste management.


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has found medical and municipal waste incineration to be the primary source of dioxins and a major source of mercury and other toxic substances.


Dioxins and related compounds are extremely potent toxic substances that produce a remarkable variety of adverse effects in humans and animals at extremely low doses. These compounds are persistent in the environment and accumulate in magnified concentrations as they move up the food chain, concentrating in fat, notably in breast milk. They are distributed globally and are present in every member of the human population. Dioxins are known to cause cancer. Developing organisms are particularly susceptible in all species studied, and very small fetal exposures to dioxins frequently have permanent, life-long effects. 


Mercury is also bioaccumulative and is toxic to the kidneys and nervous system, interfering with normal brain development. In the United States, current environmental levels of mercury pollution are sufficient to prompt 27 states to advise pregnant women and women of reproductive age not to eat fish caught in local waters.


Nevertheless, the World Bank Group has repeatedly rejected calls for it to stop funding incineration. Its promotion of a dirty technology, rejected in many Northern countries as unacceptably polluting, constitutes a direct affront to international efforts to minimize the production and emission of persistent toxic pollutants such as dioxins and mercury. In particular, the United Nations' Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants calls for the "minimization with the ultimate goal of elimination" of dioxins.


Members of Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA) from around the world are launching a new campaign to stop the World Bank Group from funding the migration of this toxic technology to Southern countries. We demand an end to POPs-producing projects, and full compliance with the letter and spirit of the Stockholm Convention. For more information, or to get involved, contact:


��GAIA �gaia@no-burn.org <mailto:gaia@no-burn.org>�www.no-burn.org �Unit 320, Eagle Court Condominium�26 Matalino Street, Barangay Central, �Quezon City, Philippines 


�Essential Action �action@essential.org <mailto:action@essential.org> �www.EssentialAction.org �PO Box 19405 �Washington DC 20036, USA





