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Saturday, 1 February 1944

Telephone conversations and orders arriving from the office of
the Commending General of the 6th Service Commeng confirmed Dbrevious
reports, and addea finzl 2lity to the organization of the 371st Engineer -
Construction BG telion. These orders end instructions were received
and confirmsg oificially on the 3rd of February 1944, Commany napn
371st Zagineer Construction Battelion, had been redesiznated fronm
Company "a4" 371s% Engineer Genersl Service Regiment according to Gen-
eral QOrder aumber 22; &nd other elements of the old Reblmonu viere like-
Wise desiznated as bart or the new Battalion zaking a group of four
Companies; "AM, wgw, "C", and HQ. under the comnand, =mporar1_é, of
Col., idcocik, ;

" With such radical changes now in effect, resdjustments in many
ways, toth generel and individuel were inmediately sterted, thouzh not
imnediately noticeable o the enlisted men. The new platoen was
formed differently. The company was made up of four platoons, inclugde
ing this time = headquarters platoon, and each Platoon itself hag a
headonrarters Squad. There were Leny specielist ratings to be filled,
more elaborate e*ulnment then had been assigned a CGenerzl Service
Regiment, =nd i1he new Tabls of Organization presented Lany complex
. protlens in perzonnel. Hence, from this point on there wouwld inevit~
ably be en influx of new pen, and transfer ang reassignment of others.
ITow 2s Company *A" be'._nq its reor ganization, new officers are
immediately assizned to cormand it. NHew essignments vere made, btut,
for the moment, some of tae, old leaders remain to hely maike the changes
over, come more easily. 4rd for reazsons such as this the company
seemed overrun Tiith officers for the moment. Of the Company nan
Regimental Command, Lieutenants Weinst vein and Schustexr vwere held over
-and assigned to us. Ilos: of the enlisted men also remained zf lecst
for the timoz beirg, and, here is a rosier- the OIticers end enlisted
uen joined and assigned orficiall:r in <he new Compony the day of
Pebruaiy 1st.
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" . As yet the men themselves were actually little disturted, Zor,

ot this early date the chaxnges were orderly room business., The

o)

mess hall continued to provide ites three meals with Sergeant Rhoads

sticking his head out the side door to suzgest his irete patrons hgve
petience for chow was yet 20 minutes off. Serzeant White went on
devoting his attentions To the more immediate protlems to confront
hinm in the supply room, deflecting each from his path aptly as ever.
In generel the individuel interests were in mail cell, now bteing held
at & newly installed window in ocne end of %he supvly room, end in the
IPOSSIbillty of a pass to Peoriz. There was &lso tallk o a *trip in
the near future to Starved Rock State Park Ifor our turn at ridﬂé
tuilding which would last avout a vieek. 1Tot & pleasant piece of
trzining to contemplate this time of the year. Iliseratly cold weather
had fallen over Camp Ellis and promised no let up._.

) Februa:y the third, of course, is recorded as the daj on nhich
officiel confirmations were final es to the stave of our new organ-
ization. The reverse course in procedure may have been confusing hut
it is voucheé for as proper andé looked upon as 2 normel condition in
the army. Rumcrs and speculation on the battalion's founding ceased -
after foday in the acceptance of what was now fact., In general every=-
one felt hzppy atout the new order of things, .end besides there vias
the prospecs 01 getting out of the orgenizavion eltozether, in view
of the jugrling of personnaé, which wias to come. This was the favorite
hope harcorea L the Te less end those viho felt ths Engineers had
never guite cornlded their trus ability ané, moreover, had fzllen
apart 2s a2 well orzanised unit of the Armed Forces lonrgz ago. There
ere othersz, who, sztisfied, looized withi Battelion confines for
their brighter future. 2Perhaps wiser to the old adage involving
astures, thev sav the possitility of a betier job, and not o te
orsotten, rank, in a kattalion where specialist rating vere ﬁany.

Sb, with the Two larzer groups of men ecually justilisd in ftheir hopes,
and vith the smell number, who seemed indifferent ©vo any changes in’

<1
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their army career, striking a usuzl midale-oi-the~road entvhusizsn,
the Compan; wes enjorying high morale.

The men of 1306 had b now stirred the growing talik of Starved
Rock Yy cppearing in the locel P.X. garbed in the Armys' new arctiic
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clothirg. Ther paraded the Parke Coat and hood, white lined for camou~-
flage.in snow, warm indeed with thesir heavy fleeéy liners, 3Beside fhe
hoodeéd cost, not the least admired cnd beamed upon, were high field
boots, water proofed and lined with heavy sociz liners, close woven
gaberdine srousers, mittens, heav:r field jackevs, and slésping bagse.
There viere other lesser accessories including heavy winfer dravwers. .

The picture of Starved Rock took on the color of the great North—

west, The da-r was ezgerly ewaited when Company "A" could gaze'at

tself in such desirzble toggerry. The dsy ceme and the big crates
were opened, and evsry mon with a spark of adventure beamed as he tried
then on, rapt in a Jack London dream. After ¥rying his outfit on, he
then packed it away ITor the Tth dey of February, the day now set as the
beginning of cur rirst important training progran, Bridge building across
the Rock River in Illinois! Starved Rock State Park.

STARVED ROCK STATE PASZX

The weather was cold, as wes %o be expected in Fllis, The irip
was foo lonsg.

Barracks tags had to be paclked, men kad to bundle themselves in
their new ercivics, Fvll fisld pecks had to be rolled, and to be sure
of emple time To accomplish these preliminaries the whistle blew a3t
0330 thzt morning. Long after chow andéd about the time the sun beéiné
to rise in e ﬁinter months, the barracks.were'emptied end locked.
The area was cuisi again as though asleep, and the men were in formation
on 26th Street strapped irto their full rield pecks, rifle on shoulder
and berreacizss tag at one side. In such garb with rifle and tag a man
was hardly mobile, After patience became strained trucks viere finelly
loadea vith bagé, and each man then undersooic the athletic tasik of
scaling the snd gate of & truck. .

They viere uhen soon ofr, Vo the relief of all. They drove through

-4

irst vime in deyli;hi. The convoy

]

Peoria znd many sau the cit:r for the
moved smootily with occasional helts ior the chcnce to stretch or oither-
wise gain physicel relier. They stopped for lunch a2t noon, and ate
whet remcined of the sandniches fhey were given at btreaiifast to Le

carried alon; for this specific purpose. It was interezting to watch
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the beggars apbroacu the uhri;y, their stories sad, tut the effort of

telling them vwasted. A 1liitle past 2 o'clock vie eniered the State Parl
Sone of the men in the advance pariy, h;nas in pockets, were there to
greet us., There appezred the sgquare black tarnaper hutments once used
by the C.C.C., and none tetreyed the abuse of their years of service.

After circling these huts, as a dog, beddinu himsel? tall sréss,~

the trucks stopped, unloaded and the men were assigned quarters among'
the two loag rows of huts. First by company, then by platoon.

A race followed for the choice locations and a scrzmble to tie in
with compatitle shack partaners. It vias a busy afternoon installing
cots, building fires and hzuling in barracls btags. The shrewd men
gsored ln an adequate =supply of coal, ;or, thouzh the afternoon had
become sright ard sumny, it could not lest and seemed to bear warning
of snow and extreme weather ‘o come., The huts promisea S0 leak Feb—
ruaryts f;ercest blasts from every window, door and geping crack in
the well. The question of the hour——whers mere to be found wine, women
and song? An important enough question to warraht loud conversations
from the open ends of trucks before they sfopped rolling. Tharoush the
afternoon, at odé momenis, men of the advenced party were comnered and
gquizzed more thorouzhly on the subject. Chow was had at vhe usual
evening hour and nzny hied themselves oIf to the Rosebowl, Zelley's
and sundry other spots in LaSalle. '

Tomorrow morning bright and early would start the first protlems
on spanning Roclz river, It was promised when the days schedule was
completed the men might have whatever remained of the day to themselves,
excepting those unfortunate enough to be placed on guard or X. P.

Down at the Army Floating Bfidge arez on the steep clay banks of
Rock river and within clear view of the legendary Rock itceli, were
piles of equipment. Meny difterent kinds for many dirferent uses.

The men were to tuild those tridges, ferries and rafts, not use <hen,

but tear them down as soon as they were completed znd inspectéq. The
ompenr was, on the smeller jobs, divided into platoons, znd each
workzed 2t its particuler ﬂssignmeﬁt whaile the othercs drilled at theirs,

but were brought tozether 2s a2 complete unit to undertake the large

20 ton vridge laid on infantry landing varges. It is impossible o
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cover the indivicual squads znd platoon~ on *h”lr particular days
work, but here, following, is a list of problems to te talten in by
every platoon and squad during the weelis traini_:. Lichter assign-
nents were of course combined to make a deys wor

LISTS

10 ton rafst :

Infaniry support raft bridge (single and doutle)
20 ton landing raft _ '
10 ton bridge (bonuoon)

20 toan brla ce (stesl landing bnrge)

Infantry swoport nizht croscings

Handling of barges For infantry landing.

The 10 ton pontoor bridge was bullv on two different occasioans
by the compeny, and presented a clean days work which could end was
finished early, 2llovwirng & long evening including parv of the afternooxr

Wﬁen morning came on this first day of work, the bugle sounded
the warning with its ugly blasis. The bend bolStérs their spirits
as men groped about to unzip the open end of_their:sleeping bags.
Tully as cold as the men who broke from their covers, the bandsmen
stood shivering;'with horhs to0 mouths and lips %00 near frozer. to
blow sound notes. They vhmmsmcallj played "Whistle While you Uoxrik"
and whiffed just enough notes o add zest to the whimsy. Iforning
formations were early. Seemingly far earlier than necessary, ror wie

‘often reached the bridge erea beiore dawn had made it light enough

to work. IV was the hatit to fall in ranks aXter cliow and march to
the bridge area benind the band, again wailing ironicelly its Iavorite
ditty. Rifle on shoulder, Parica hood drawn tight, the men Went
merrily = ter them, happy with thought of the coming evening in
La Salle, .

The bend was not only there to bid the men good morning, as it
had done for so many jolly trips‘past the theater in Ellis, but was
there when they returned to boost their tired bodies at the end of
each hard dey's work. They stood retreat, curiously considered a
morale builder, perhaps, but there were those who chsllenged its
worth et a time like this. ' o

The company was split this first day, end was xept bucy on snall

protlems., Snow fell in the night of February the 8th, and tired men



turned oui carly on the 9th to track its smooth fresh blanlket. This
was the dzy they underitoou the 10 ton pontoon bridge, end toward
noon Snow ﬁasfralling heavily slowiing the work. The company, worki
together now, Iinished the job in late afternoon, having put it up
end teren it dowm. . '

The weather was fast becoming bitterly cold. The stoves were
efficient enough while being waiched, but through the day and Zor
La Salle visitors thers was haught tut a sub=-zero hut, znd, those
who stayed in fared 1litile better, for soon after'they fell asleep
the fires burned out. It was cold. .

The day's drill included such as Infantry support rafts and
training in how to hzndle the larze steel landing barges. Ice was.
forming rapidly iﬁ spite of the rivef's current and.promised t0 pake
such broblems as the Infantry support bridge difficult for the next
day. ] | . , . . .
Heh:were becoming well acquainted in neighboring towns, par-
4icularly La Salle. The U.S.0. gave & dence for the men, bub, just
2s important, they served the best vi>, cake, sandwiches end coffee
they had tasted-in many months, znd served them every everning,

On Februaty 11, having been forewarned the previous evening of
vhe drudgery ehead so that the wise might get fo ted at afreasonable
hour,. the company joined together for the most dreaded problem of
the week's training, the 20 ton bridge. This time they worked with
‘no hope of finishing early. Instead of fighting for a chaace to sit
at the Rose Bowl's ber, they fought to subtrect time from the hours
at nighv they were certain to work, even with their best'effo:ts.

It was 5till bitter cold, and the snow covered tanks were becoming
slick where travel Wzs most necessary. The ballkk for the long spans
between barges was back-breakting, and there never seemed to be an
end to the number needed. Chess for'flooring vas egqually turdening,
Hours of walking the ever lengthing circle, from the'neat‘piles of
tadYored timbers to the point of construction on the bridge, seesmed
to never end. Crews stood knee deep in icy water erecting abuttmenis
and placing trensomes. It was a joyful sight to see another span of

barges swing into place. When curbings and clapps were 21l screwed



tight the job.of erection was finiched. Picturées were taken, es is

usually done vwhen a bridge.is complete, end insﬁections were nade.
lien jumped to life anew when thke signzl was given tq-disassemble

the bridge, thouzh body and 1imb were aching. The arctic clothing was

none too warm in the teeth of February's titing blast. 'Several men

£€1l in the water through ice sheets, and emerged in ice stiff clothing.

¥With the completion of the 20 ton bridze the weeks work wasg near

over znd to the joy of all; most. eve:yone was planning a vig Saturdey

eveairg in La Szlle. A few had planxed evenings with the bvelles of
their vieeks acquaintance, but the majority counted soly on free-laﬁcing
emong the beauties on hend at their choice har, '

This Saturdey the 10 ton bridge was erected on rubber pontoons
for the cecond time with the company vworking tocether as before. This
time, though no records were smashed, the assiénmeut vas completed in
legs time than previously, and,Aconsidering the weather conditions, it
was a record to be proud of. The men stared on the éite'until,f' izhed,
having to delay :10oon chow less then an hour,

There was ratreat fof'those cauzhi in the ares and La Selle for
everyone in ths 2vening.. ' o

The big evenlng ceme and slipped ‘oo rapidly avay .

Prazining ix floating tridges for Company "A" had come to an end.
Not an extensive tra:.nn.nb but a lot had been leerned. Certainly no
men vies leit ignorant of the problem likely o confront him some later
day. Though nore felt capable of the direction of details or Zfelt he
was thoroughly versed, he did have a good general knowledge and could

easil;y fall into the job under compeuent leaders.
The trip back to Ellis got a late start. The weather renained

bitter'and the drafty trucks were much colder than on the relatively
warpner trip down. Ilen were stiff and miserable with cold when they
reached the company area at Ellis, about 1330. It was more comforiable
to remember than to experience. There was a bit of reminiscing of the
pést vieelt in the mess-hell over a cup or two of coffee before going to
bed in thbse downy verm bunks so recently despised. The girls of
La Salle had become famous., Many promised Vo write and did.

our prisoner (onc of our owvn men) while at Sﬁérved Roclk, escaped



from one pf the trucks; zand provided & tit of entertainment on the

trip bacize His escape mzs not wholly successiul Ior one of the officer:

tracked him down. He was later 3urned over to the prison stockade,

end, after further exazmination, given a Section 8 discharge.

¥hile, back a%t Rock River other troops were no doubt preparing to

span.its widths, Company "A" was gled to cell it az memory, vut, as
the Company returrzed, a new adventure was bteing whispered, another
chance to try the warmth of the arctic clothinz,-maneuvers,°near the
Kentucky border. The men plyed themselves reluctantly to a spasmotic
repezt of old regimental schedules, perticularly plenned for those who
missed some part of training. llosi important now was a successitl -
study of personnel and a last revision of the éompany's'Table ol
Orgenizetion. DBetween the two mzin protlems, bridge tuilding at
Starved Roclk and mensuvers, and,-follbwing the latter' til %he las?t
of Canmp Ellis deys, were a2 consinuous series of schools, lectures and
movies, tesides the repests of {fraining. Schools, which had been

ot

lagging in second place in importance, tegan steadily to taike the lead,

encourzged mainly by the necessity oX settling Tzable of Orgenization

requirements. The school programs vere thus soon in full sway, toppirng

prioriﬁies'in 4+raining, and the lists that appeared on the bulletin

board were wetched eagerly for many reasons. In some instvences, becaus

they were a step toverd a reting. _

As children some men had played with electric trains and erector
sets. Some had watched the Chicago subvay prdgress from sidewvelis,
others had ectuslly handled sovws end hznmers. It was a proulenm shen
to decide which would make the test stone mason and which the bvest
jack~hcmmer opsrator. The .problem presented wzs a difficult ome, but
{two or three wecks should breach the gap between the extremes of
mnowing nothing,, and lmowing gomething., The breach petween 2 houce
painter and siga peinter is sursly net so great considering ther both

-vior's with brush arnd paint.

Zut *lere were oiher men, thouch they vwere in the minority, who
geve lacs hesdaclie. These wers “ue 0ld Army men wko by now sursly
knevw the army wey, end that group of m=n who hed pleased civiliocn
coniresctors throuzhout the country, some of whom hod journeyed béyond
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continental 1limits and learned their trcde thoroughly through years of
expericnce., There were one or two found zven to have had well es—
tabliched contracting business of thzir own. The school schedules were
short, perhaps through necescity, en insult to the tradesmen end of
little value to the novice who thought of the clesses as a "good deal.”
While schools were forming; and directly after the return from
bridge building, there was a week of lectures, Bérracks became _
lecture halls, for the newly completed lecture hall itself had become
a barracks. almost the dey of its completion. 3Bunks were pushed back

. in one end of each tuilding, and the few remaining in the way were

brolzen down into single beds and turned across the cleared helf of the
barracizs to te used as seats for the class. Ths arrangement made for
family like gathsrings, each barraciks teing the home of ifs omn
Dletoon and subsecuently its own class, Such subjects as Malaria
Control, First Aié, lMap Reading, and the nomenclature of fire arms in
general viere revievwed, with the platoonts officsr directiﬂg the
lecture. Later as ths classes progreszsed, sergeant's and even
corporals instiucted, o : ' -
it the end of each hour thers were 10 minute breaks in the stuly,
during which some men feotcred to wrestling matches to ease menfal,
strzin while others mént rizht on slespins. However, classes held
in the comparztive comfort of the barracks seemed 1o -be much more
etfective than the way in %hich they were first held., During the
first winter months of training such discussions took place in the
out—of-doors, cold as a January btlast could make it. Ilen huddled '
then in scuads, with squad leaders fto conduct the lesson wko had
naught but a bare knowledge of the subject and not even & menual to
cuide him. There is to te renembecred the tittesr cold day we were o
learn to piteh pyrzmidal tends propcrlg, vaen tThie ground wias SO
splid +time and effort were turned solely o tesping warn ané piciing
holez for itzni pegs in grourd frozen solid zs councreive. Imposcible to
drive they wiere never properly pleced, nor was the vent sotisfactorily
erected; thus the dzy brought oaly micery and the lescon unlearned.

Aside fronm a few hot foots for the sleepy the inéide lectures held
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interectv end were of some rez2l value.

Days moved zlong somevhet leisurely. The morning parades con-
tinued to te a worsle tuilder, Detter catching the spirit of the
event was the neme attached to it by the men, "The Walk Around.”

It never ceased to produce, out of it decadence, new bits of humor.
Herdly worth mantioning was the 1lip 2nd tongue noise uttered in
chorus after bzing dressed up for the parade and given at easé.

Just as the noise cezsed and smiles were curling lips, the battalion
vas czlled to attention and the command "Forward liarch" set off the
first bars of "Whistle While you Tork" as it had so many times before,
znd feet began =t once to shuffle off for a left turn and aznother

wallk around was btegun. Usuzlly e fevu late comers slipped fron .

. betveen terracizs and into ranks unnoticed.

There they went helmet liners stgcked hizh on krit hoods,.towels,
and mufilnrs, combat packs on backs, rifles on shoulders, collars -
up, and frosiy steam ejecting Irom nostrils, proving the horning
temperature. The cooks added their color by apvearing regularly
in sciled whkhite pants. 'They héd just finished prepaering treakfast,

tut-no one wes exempted from this early morning morale booster.

The men usually vhistled with the music bearing out i%s philosodhy,

and hardly stopped to salute the colonel as he stood with nhis aides
tneath the ileaters marquee in the dim of the dawn.
His 1little dverfs in Company nA" rouncded the corners with the

o

tattalion in two more right turms, and at the rear of the %heaie

1)

was divided into proper details for the day. The morning progranm

had bteen practiced for months with out exception and continued *+til

Ellis was a memory.
Behind the theater ore morning just before Sergeant Harshmen

was csglled upon to f£z11 out his details occurred orne of those bits

07 humor that saves meny a doy from being wholly monotonous. An
order woe given that seemed somewhat impossitle. Czptain Simmons,
who hed not teen with +the company long, gave it. He was dressing
Company "A" on "B" compeny ond while the company was ai "Dress
Right, Dress" he beczme awares thet it waes necessary to move the men

tacs two vaces., Tith their left arms extended to the side end eyes
rizht his commend was; "Iwo steps backvards, Forward arcal"
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Ié’ Sometimes the tedium of treining would be broken Ey motion pictures
on treining phases. Ien could sit hours in the theater, see the same
picturss over so many times they could fecite the dialogues before the
 image on the screen opened its mouth. The buglée that screeched the
opening of each Signal Corp'production will ring in meﬁories rorzver.
'«Pictures of military security were the mos%t dramatic. They liked one
with its telephone happy copy chief who shouted,"Tear Devn page one,
.Save two and three for copy" end the Nazi agent who turned a neat Dlece
of decepticn, and 1nﬁormed through his short wave set a lurking sub—
parine, climaxing aﬁother story. Something about & navejo blanke?,
2 fire, and 2 beach somewhere in the vicinity of Hawaii. But, of
course, thers were many meny others besides those on Nilitery Secuxrity.
| Tpe,AnopholieS'Hosquitoe, for instance, and "Why we Fight." The last
being the title of a2 series of which_there’were supposed to have 8

pietures, but where were ihe last three?

RATLROAD DITAILS - -

_ Contemple bing work on railroads somewhere overseas, it was pro-
posed that men should get the feel of the work by attacking railroad

problems first hand. Iwo groups of men were picked from the compeany.
The first was sent to work on the Burlington route near Rushville,

Tllinois, and the second was sent later to Bredford, Illinois. In
voth cases, the Army, aided by civilian railroad crews under civilian
supervision, undertook the job of training the men into competenu
section hznds. Reelly an effective method of instruction. The tvio
detzils were noted for being what was descrited as a "good deel.”
It wes e hreuk from regular tralning routine, and besides learning the
fundanentels of certain rejilroad protlems end gaining e valuable imovi-
ledge generally of what make the treins stay on the track, thers were
freedoms of civilicn life to be :njoyed. | ,
The men woriced the same hours as civilian workmen, and, when

" §ork was finiched for the day, the towns before nentioned avaited the

soléier end civilian alike. The men and their officers in charce

1ived in railrozd crew cars and hzd a kitchen car, dining car end
shower car attached to their bunk cars, and lived the life of a rail=-
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road man. Home was a siding off the main track near the edge of towin.
uOrnings after break;ast when 01V1lians usually begin to stir,
the boys, bundled in their arctic Parkas, for the weather was still
very cold, loaded on 1o buck boards with civiliens and went putting
off to work. They build a bridge near Bradford, end leid rail at
Rushville, The men who wenl to Bradford trag that the morning and .
evening milk train was: not once held up while taking out old bent and
moving abutﬁents, and those at Rushville claim a record of 3400 feetd
of track in one day and 12 miles of treck laid during their 3 weeks sta;
Burling%pn officials praised the work highly, and offered as tokens of
appreciation, week-end visits-to Chicagzo on'board furlough trsins which
viere °specia_14 hzlted for the men. One of the superinvendents per-
sonnlly distributed clgarettes among them.

Those who went to Bradford remember arf°ctionauely their foreman.
A veteran of 30 years service wi*h.Burlington, nezmed Meyers. Civilian
friends knew him 2s "Bally," the soldiers called him "Dad." At Rush=-
ville, also, the foremen was a regular fellow. The men tell of having
carried out a threat to throw him into a hog pen, causing much excite-
ment eamong the pigs and laughter among the men and foreman alike who
accepted it all in fun.

The civiliens turned out to dance.with the young gandy dancers in
both details, on two occasions in,Rushvillé. Later families invited
the men in small groups to dinner in tkeir homes., There was a dinrer
for fathers and sons in Bradford, where men got togethef for an evening!'
pleasure while mothers and daughters served them. It wes & homey afrai:
Men without sons present adopted sons among the boys. All pleyed at
games or stood and talked with their new found dads berfore diﬁher.
Aftermard the town's young talent entertained. The army added its
imppomptu contribution by popular request. The men gathered on the
stage and sang "I've besn'working on the railroad." Oné of the men
accompanied on the piano end the room was filled with harmony. Out of
such social events arose enduring friendships which continued by mail
long after Camp Ellis deys. | ' -

Among the favorite bars and eat houses in Rushville was a care
named "Ping's Pantry." The ledy there, no one kﬁows her name, baked
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cherry pie for a numcer or the men one night, Such things men like-to
remember ﬁhen they are away from home. She served them coffee with
it, Too. o o

It is told that meals were wholesome but somemhat irregular in
the dining car. It took a good cookvénd a genius %0 prepare a meal
salvaged from the remains of a midnight snack. Sering at a.morning
hour to bilfer,thé larder, one was likely to find another had con-
ceived the idea rirst but after a short period of mutuzal embarrassment

the good taste of ham was enough to justify the misdemeanor.

ct

he training
he better.

Now 2lso the men had become acquainted and dreaded going back to

There were as yet some miserably cold déys. Now, as

ck
[{]

‘periods'ended, the weather showed promise of changing for

camp nevertheless the trucks came affer them. Barracks bags were
loaded on, and most every one slept as the trucks swung along the
road to Ellis. '

SHAWNEE NATIONAL PARK
Ifaneuvers—~plarsing war but without fthe pleasure a2 kid reaps from

it, forming his own étrategems and beinz free.to returning home to
domestic tranquilify when’'the sun sets or hunger begins tq gnar, his
stomach. Mother is alweys around to see that her little soldier
doesntt get wet, cold, $ired or hurt, Playing such games wiith officers
in command, who enjoy the strategs; of the zame themselves and 1ell
the essence of the sport is in its hardships, i1s enother tﬁing. éhe
Arﬁy makes it an arduous experience, simulating the conditions of taitl:
in ever; respecf, stopping only short of criticel injur,, if possible.

. Tﬁus, in Shawnee Nationel Park an artificial dispute wes promdted,
and certain lands were presumed to te coveted by oppos ite forces,

An inzvitetle srstem of strategic sparring for positions ensued, and
developed into a finel battle, not without minor skirmishes. The Reds
fought the Blues in those cold blusty da-s ending February and begin-
ning larch. Snow fecll., It was bitterl} cold et times, rain replaced

the cold occasionally with a penetrating dampness, and once or twice
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the sun came put to wgrm,qg_afternoon. It wasn't a battle on a grand
scale, The forces were very small ihdeed, onlyg 83 men supported
Company "A", not more than enocugh to create a good skirmish in a major
0peration. So, Coﬁpany $A", with half its company present, set up a
command post and sent out patrols to reconn01ter an enemy, whose ai;e
and position were unknown.

Beginning February 28 and for %he next hine dais, there was every
tactical problem appropriate for such a unit to encounter, not to
mentlon the difficulties and "snafu" involved. Trucks stalled and
were abandoned.: Men and equipment were captured bg both sides, Home
was out-of-dooré in a fox hole or half shelter, but, though it was
v ﬁgainst the rules, some housed themselves in abandbﬁed bdildings;
Everxong ate "C" ratioans, wa;med thé;.on fires when possible, or ,
otherwise choked down cold, near frozen mouthfuls, spooned directly |
from the cah. Hovéring in groups, rifles lozded with blank rounds,.
and f£ire crackers for hand-grenades, there was.the thrill of bats:le,

a feeling that each man was already somewhat of a veteran. |

The story actuall?.bégins on Mondag morning, Eebruary 28, when
4these men arose and clad themselves in'their_Parkas to depart Ellis
on maneuvers. As was mentioned, the numbers were few, The men excused
were either in school or already aday from camp on one of the two |
railroad details. Earlier than usual the whistle blew, and the men
got into their heavy clothing and battle gear, .Passes had been called’
én at noon Sundag, in order that preparedness would speed the Monday
morning departure. By 0800 the convoff was formed, men, wearing their
new pack{ carriers, loaded into theirgassigned truéks and the convoy
roared dbut of camp. They rode 151 miles that day; arriving in an open

field about 3 miles south of Greenville; Illinois at 0235 in the

afternoon. However it was near 1700 when it was finally decided to
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titch tents and make a night of it here. The wgather was not cold

at the start of the day, but was clowdy, snd the promised énow began
to fall., With it the temperature began to drop;and the night was
very cold. . _

In the bitter morning cold the men ate, packed and entrucked to

_travel the get reﬁaining 94 miles to Shawnee Nationzl Park, where the
test of might was to be. Again in the afternoon there was more snow

and it was as thqugh nature herseif was in on the planning, for it
appeared éhat in addition to the rigors of meneuvers; there was to be
added the buffeting of the léte'winter elements,

The bu51ness of eating food in the cold was already tecoming
routine, and again the morning of March 1 was no exception. The day
then was spent in changing bivouac areas for the start of tactical
maneuvers which were.in full swing b? night fall.

The next morning the company rose from its foxholes, and en~
‘.gaged the blue forces at Pamona iﬁ what was their first meeting. The
encounter was centered around a point quaintl? known as "Grassg Knob."
The fight ceased at about 1630, and the men dug themselyes in to
enjby a'warming of "C" rations and the remaining interest of th= day
was in scouting and in keeping warm in the never quite sufficient
bedding a soldier can carry with him. Evidently the enemy was fright-
ened b?'"A" Company's first show of strength, for on this next morn- |
_ing it was nécessary to load onto trucks and pursue.the enemy to
another'point to be known by the lonely name of the shurch,
(Jerusalem Chgrch), an unimpressive but typicall7'rural structure.
From here the men continued on foct along the rozd to Murphysboro in
a tactical march, posting the usual flank guards’ and advancéd scout
patrol. Near Hickory Ridge Tower the enemy was again sighted and

engage&. Again at 1630 the fighting ceased and the combany méved
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"to a bivouac area about half a mile away. It proceeded to rain,
and then, turning colder, froze, making it miserable for everyone.
By morning, however, warmer winds had loosened the icy crust, and
now mud did its sabotage. Equipment was hopelessly stuck. Iwo
hours late the men trudged on in gummy earth by foot to meet their
foe. They found him just south of Jerusalem Church and fought him
there till 1645, but there was a éhange in luck and Compan& "Afs"
reds were set back. It was windy and very cold when the company
took shelfer in bivouac near an o0ld C.C.C. camp. ,

‘ On the morning of March 5 and for the remainder of the dag thke
~men worked at preparing defensive rcuitions along the road south
of their bivouac ares and waited watéhfuily until well into tke
- night (2215) when powerful blue forces attacked and maintained a
strong offensive. |

On Mérch 6 Company "A" éleared its defenses and made anotaer
strategic withdrawal to positions about a miie'south of Grassy Knob
andHWe;e again attacked by the blue troops. From thié point on
Company "A's" red forces fought a retarding action. They bivouaced
at last in an area near Bald Knob and on March 7 at 0715 formed
a convoyx and returned homé to Camp Ellis, leaving the woes of the
battle field behind them. The fiberboard barracks with their
three warm stoves and double decker bunks were & welcomed paradisé,'
ahd a good wafm meal ir the habitually criticized mess hall was
also a2 treat. | . :

Even the trip back was not without incident. The slick high-
ways are blaméd for the smush up of 3 trucks and Sgt. Alert worried
his wag out of a statement of charges. Every individual had his
way EXXXEXIX experiences to tell. Casualties were confired only

to those taken prisoner. Injuries were not serious. ©Pfc Spahn
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;le a picturesque black ege, the result of é butt stroke from an
enemy rifie and a brawl with fists before his capture..

One of the cooks was fortunate or unfortunate as gou care %o
express it, in being in the neighbtorhood of his home at Wolf Iake
all the while, but having little chence to visit his family.

~ Now, with the big eveats of treining behind, there were many
smaller details to be chocked and rechecked. At the same time old
schools continoed and new schools were formed. Schools were that
part of the specialized trazining which was now, more than ever,
all important. Ang other training in the field was a repeat and
a process of checking znd rechecking the roste: and records for
the men who hzd somehow missed this or missed that ensued. With
new men in the company and with such men as cooxs who are noted for

fouling up training schedules, there were constant trips to the

rifle 2nd machine gun ranges and even the infiltration course.

Standard operéting proceedure, to be certain of satisfying, caused
movies and leotures to be repeated beoides presenting new subjects
almost dailg. | B

| These weeks before leaving home soil were clean up weeks in

every respect. New physical exams and vaccinations were had. Even

the dentist checked teeth again. Glasses were provided and repaired,

clothing was checked, new equirment issued, and the+*Table of Organ-

- ization underwent its series of last minute changesl' ¥ith all the

turmoil and headaches iﬁ the orderlz room, such unforgettable stapd-
ards as the morning walk around, retreat and Saturdaz inspections
continued. TYes, until this very end at Ellis, thé battalion
occazionéllz double-timed for the colonel after Saturdays' full
dress retreat.

Generally speaking, it was for the men an easier life than
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previously experiened in the army. Passes were freer, The fur-
lough trains pulled out regularly fof Chicago and St. Louis, and
it was seldom Sundays could not be spent with families when dis-
tance was not too great, Some men still eligible for furloughs
got them. . . - | .

One of those early Spring afternoonsthe entire personnel of
Camp Ellis, 1nclud1ng the W.A.C.'s, enjoged watching the Air Force
demonstrate its marksmanship. .The man? organizations of the camp,
together with their bands, marched a mile or so beyond Spoon River
to the bluffs that rise out of the valley on the other side, and
perched high on a huge bald Knob, and awaited the formations of
fighters and bombers which éoon came, and, as in combat, scanned
their objective, which was this time a dummy convoy of fanks far

from us on a narrow country road in the valley. The pilots peeled

" 0off in turn and strafed and later bombed them.. It was an interest-

ing sight. The day was so prettf itself that in splte of the long
march there and back it was all worth while and might have been so _
even without the aerial show for the chence to be out in the tresh
spring sunshine, .

Bainy dags were to follow however. Many of them. In fact new

flood records were almost certain alcng the Illinois River and

our own Spoon River, While in a movie the middle of one early
April afternoon the men were called out on emergency, and with some
of the company heavy equipment went immediately to fight the flood
at Spoon River where it threatened a lumber supply and mill near
the old site Gf Bernadotte. Later on the weight of floods bore
down on the larger s;stems of the great Missiséippi Valley. The
thousands of threatened farmers made fheir appeal again as theg had
the year bvefore, anqégain Camp.Ellis sent its men and equipment,

Acts of heaven are easily understood compared to the judgement
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of man who inflicts upon himself his own hardships. And so in the
drench of Aprils worst‘rains it was decided the ugliness of Camp Ellis
was no longer hearable, Around everﬁ'bafracks and along every street
sod must be laid. It suddenly became the most important item in tke
camp schedule, and every Engineer did his part ih the landscaping., Of |
course it was unthihkable to take men‘from their regular days séhedules,
~ though it was daily becoming a diffi;ult task to keep them occupied.
Thus it became an extra-curricular activity, robbing the men of~thei£
evenings pleasure and in some instznces, sleep. The weather-couldn't
have been meaner, The beautiful grass covered hills on the reservation
wet from days of spring drizzles were invaded b?'soldiers, their ser-
geants, officers, and trucks. The sod was %6 peeled off in muddg -
chunks, wrestled §nto the trucks, and spanked into position, coveriﬁg
the sandy hard-packed clay in the cdmpany area, As trucks ﬁoved into
the fresh scélped pastﬁres the mud'seemed as en@léssas the rzin, and
ruts were soon bottomless to the reach of tires and chains;' Colonel
Engel's impressed the men_ﬁith the importance of the job, accompanied
bz his chow, Nothing stopped the digging, and with the arrival of
“cats™ trucks began to "shed" their loads back to the roads and in to
the cémpad?’area. ' f '% |
The slowing of the work by the steady rains caused a final climax-

ing day when schedules were put aside and +=2all Ellis turned out to lay
sod. As though in disgust of mans' determination, the skys poured more
rain and ‘a colder, more miserable mess was not experienced for months.‘.
The sod resembled mud balls., At one time every truck was stuck in the
bald slopes, "Cats" themselves were rendired almost‘immobile. Ruts and
mud made walking unreasonable, and the strange sight continued asdid
the rain into the night, until the job waé humorousl* called finished.

Fortz acres of land were a ruined swirl of knee deep ruts, when the men
returned to their barracks, tired, cold and miserably wet and muddied,
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Men firing thehlmachine guns also reported the rain to have made
the ranges a wallow of mud, many a.pair of fatigues were caked over
with Illinois brownish gum at the end of the day. |
Training was rapidly wihding up, and as men completed their last
requirements the?’were bustled of on such odd details as repairing
training courses and putting up portable hutments from remnants of

old C.C.C, camps. The black- tarpaper tzpe for use as tool-sheds or ‘

-storage places for equipment. It was now in these last few weeks that

wives were moving in close to camp for a last_chance to be with their
husbands, and men were getting out of camp at every possible moment
to meet them. No one knowing the real date for departure, all con-

gidered every weekend the last, and left the Company area a desolate

place over Sunday. A few men were transferred out as the last days

came on and last minute efforts tc replace them were made.
Clothing had been cheéked, and now the big crates of new equipment
were broken open. Items were replaced others were turned in., The

time had comé to pack and crate all equipment to go with the Company,

- duffle bags were marked in code, and stenciled with names as were the

crates pf supplies, Generally the week tﬁaf ended.our training camp
phase was an exciting one filled with mang wild guesses as to where
we were headed, Everyone felt a little relieved to know the tréining
perio& was over, but the empty feeling of being about to leave their
homes zand frieﬁas, for no one knew where nor how long, develt in everx
heart. N | |

When the last week end arrived it was recognized as such U?
everyone, and telephones jingled constantly to every corner of America.

Some were biding a last farewell, some were making a last effort to

see a wife or sweetheart. At 9 o'clock on that last Saturdag night
men were still lined up, making last minute exchanges of equipment and
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counting the minutes 1til they might 1ea§;e the main gate, pass in
hand. As'they had been a2llowed to expgcﬁ to leave Ellis sometime during
the first day or two 6f the ﬁew week, the Sunday between was all

important. Passes were a miserable dissappointmenf having been made
out to allow freedom from camp between Saturdap evening at 10:00 and
5:30 Sunday mofning. Most men, angry anﬁ determined, stamped out of

the orderlf room vowing to spend their last day Absent Without Leave.

Thef did, 2nd the company area embarrasingl?’empty that Sﬁnday, nor

was mention made of the fact, )

Monday was a day of instructions and a practice formation on 26th
Street. The men were having chow now with 1309, equipment that was
to go except full-field packs and such apparel to bﬁworn. Personal
posse351on§w1th few exceptlonﬁcould be taken, but 211 that was
carried had to be confined to the one Duffle Bag. . The bag in most
cases was over packed, and almost impossible to tuckle. . The cowpany
was told to expect a "drg-run” the following day and continue to
expect them, The men of course hoped for no false starts and, thodgh
they could hardl?nbelievé ;t, the train pulled out with only a balt or
two before it entered the main line and headed northeast,
ON TEE TRAIN A

It was a#elief to get onto the train, get settled and nof have the
loading to do a second or third time. It was about 1:00 P!M! in the
afternoon May 3rd when battalion started east and the day can be con-
sidered a fareﬁell to home and all that was America, Here began a
total bladkout with the oﬁtside world. A social life came to being
among the men tﬁemselves. They played poker, read pulp magazines and
newspapers, or slept. The aisle became littered witﬁ paper, wiéppers,'

and cigarettes. Chow was ushered through the cars by the cooks and
served in paper plates, It was a job maintaining some form of clean-

liness, Outsiée of the work impossed upon the cooks, the men were free



to enjoy their leisure to their own liking within the confines of the
éoaches. There was guard duty, but not a drudging detail, They were
pullman cars and berhaps better than might have been expected. 4
porfer actually made down the beds and lined them with fresh clean.
sheets, the first to be seén in months,

The train headed, first, north through Chicago, then around the
lower end of Lake Michigan and‘{east'thmugh the night to Cleveland,
where in the bright morning hours, the train stopped while the men
were mustered intp formation in the'railroad Yards for a few minutes
of calisthentics. Back in the coaches the day wasagain spent gaping
from windows, reading and seeking the diversions, while the engine
pulled its cargo on through Ohio, Pennsylvania aﬁd into New Tork
State where night again enwrapped the train. Buffalo, Rbchéster,-énd
Albang slipped‘by.in the night. The train slowed and stopped for a
few minutes at Camp Miles Standish causing some excitement, and for
the moment seemed to confirm the previous preéiction of some me:.

It was very early then, and as the train moved on iﬁto Cape Cog,
people wefe:Just-beginning to crowd the streets on their way to work.
Buzzards' Baz gleamed in- the morning sun éﬁd smelled of fish, There
was little doubt nowthat we were headed for Camp Edwards well out on
the caps.

CAMP EDWARDS

It was a hot~sdltry dar to be bﬁndled in a wool uniform, strapped
into a field pack, and weighted down with rifel and duffle bags.
Getting from the train to the barracks assigned us seemed fdrever.
The camp was huge and, though there were hundreds of encamped troops
waiting out their shipment, the place seemed almost deserte@. There
were several Post Exchanges,vservige clubs and a.theater in the

neighborhood, A barber shop was busg shaving heads, By now a man
was more the odd one if he had his full growth of hair,
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Vith all there was'at hand, there was jrestriction to dampen
every move, Phone cails were censored, maill was held up, securi
was of prime importance; There were eﬁdless inspections to undergo,
and now the P!0!E! examination so long talked of was upon us. How
manz men would pass? |

Between inspections the companT'was kept busY'w1th close arder
drill and other Standards of training, with twelve hour passes
promised, which, incidently, failed to materialile, when thg business
of preparing for embarketion was completed. Even'the cooks, who were
experienéing long hours in the kitchen, were made to march back énd
forth across the open expanse of Cape Cod in cadence, and to, practice
the art of bagonet thrusts.

Inspections completed, the day arrived when P.0.E. inspectors

dropped in to examine and pass on the personnel of the outfit, to

label them as fit or unfit for service abroad, Som§ gen had for- ‘

stered dreems of a return home when the culling was completed, but,
to the general dismay of all, the onl?'important observation seem-
ingly made was that all men were capable of standing on their reet,
had twd legs, two arms and other complementary phzsical attritutes.

After a few more lineups before the supply foom for a few last
minute items of equipment the company again packed its bags, joined

the battalion for its last train ride, around the baT'to Boston.



