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the Freach washerwouen by wsshing their clothes in the wmivars

frech vaters spanking then on sloba and drying them on the grasa

] in the sun. "‘he men stripped themselves too, and washed and s'::am
in the river. Even the truck drivers drove their trucks into

| the challow water and scrubbed off larers of mud ?Theee were |
.:da.ys of rest, leisurely days away from the whirl of travel, days

when map pointing was popular. The men were haun‘ced a 1ittle by

"<he mysteries that chrouded the future. Stories of lost German
. patrols in the neighborhood spiced many bull-sessions around ‘oamp

:"ires/ c.nd the men were secretly proud cf the preca.riouc.ness of a-

'situ‘.tion that demanded the cmying of rifles at a.l:L times.

- Villages were "ofX limitsh except to the few who would will:!.n— |

- gy vanture h.e.ving to dig ga.rbage pits e.nd alit = enches for the -
. T-_’ﬁzt sleasure of satlsffing thoir curioslty a.nd perhapa coma::ing

a bottle of rench champagne, However, in the evening the to-m.sfa’k

came out fron their villages to walk on the roads, gane at the

eoldierg angd hartar theix vmes and fresh vegetahl°s fd* whatever

'a soldier might ha.ve to o.f:“er.' It was the ev°nings pastime. A_

beer cart could \isually» be found on tke road or under a tree and

' ‘tha men drankk many bottles of the sa.lt,r wauery brev.

I‘t; nas evicmn'b the companies were awaiting job assibn::ents.
They .finall, came and here re-here also was the last i.nstanoe in

which thes tattalion was togevher as a wnit in Pranes., 4s jobs

were assizned, componies peacked up 2nd movad out. On ééptcmbcr l6th
Compznr "A"™ was sent to ean o0ld comp of tﬁe French army, The siay
near Vitrr le i‘rb.nooia had been pleasant. '.P-h"er-se nas no' felz:'e .fa.ot
that we were approaching the front for the roar of the Ea‘t;tle

_ Taging neer Nancy could be easily heard. Here, too/'_the men ‘saw their
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Gcrmun prizoners close-ub. r-"hc-r were belng guardcd bv another

Enginaer cutfit, IV was vurnrimnb <o naue tha 1reedom they could

be allowed.
| "he other companies having gona their geparaue ways, Headquarters

company and Company "4" moved to spacious Camp de uisﬂonne. Hundreds
of Germsa troops n=d been guartered in its old stone tarracks and
Hospital. There could have been several thousand and 1ike1y WeIte
fhe buildings, ehowed signs of having been heavilj stra;ed end
shaken Ly air attaﬂku. Inside the bleal uuildlnbs rooms were
placa;ded with piciures oI Gernun sentimanu/and strewn with odds and

_ ends of equipmeni and personal'possesszons_ox the former occupents,
Owls glided oqf'nindows as meﬁ slipped.through'doors of vacant .
hﬁ;idings sﬁr*ounding‘thefcompany area to-snoo§ beds or matt:eeses&f‘
Cathergrzzives, bayonets, guns, lanterns or any of a hundred items

' th9y might find some use for.TFSoon.Prisonerc o-‘War beﬁan to errive
with a pilitery Police escorte Lh°j were moved into builuinuu down

| the street and crowded 1nto as little space as possible for the
4$inz beinz, to make the job of guardipg_them 1ess_compllcated, though
gu_rdins then was hardly necessary. Little desire shoned in their
bewildered fuce to get back again to their line For the most
part, theirs hed been rsgred retreat with vieeks of li*tle food

pRragnsd

and rest, Thz emell of their diriy bvodies and Pcapaed slent in
olothing was atifling, e chakby represcntation of super-men, ' Until
.facilitiés could be arranged they remained as dirty as ever, and
went to work oleaning up the czup.) Weary as they were they worked
willingly. -They ate the best food théy ha;%ii months in the



'cox:xyan;,-,s mésa h=il, aeafcéd :'.ronicc.".ly benéa.;:h a huge wall ipscr;ption
p-ainted in ancther day by an over boa.stfu.‘l.“ comrades *""'o steht den
beutsche Sol;lat, Komﬁt kein a.nd:_'e dahin,” _

| ,»'While at Camp Sissonne "!:he‘company had its first' unprohibited

. - chonce o méet the Frex.zchma.n in his village and drink his wine and
champasne. I'c ajb;tacbzed the opportunily feveriszhly, Curious and
thirst-r, end fresh in O.D..'s the m=n saw ﬁo time wasted in getfing

- wladn Lad e
' noc.cets full of fraacs vo—l-enw-beg'a‘aé-thelr pocL=t... The money

$o0 CSissonne (the villaf,n from wheih the camp take" its nem%\(vuth

~ 30 hot in thei> pockets vaporizes as quickly as droplets on a cool:
- stove, cooling their fervor for a moment until soap e.nd cigare'ctes
were f.mnd quite as negot" able. Some men only by miracle found -

. their way home/ nor gettmc, there knev just hew the last kilometer
vas accomplished. LMark Andre\rs.ssaa the "good man Friday" one
Saturda-r‘n.i'gh'; heving efent séveral ltite hou.f" coliecting.casual;ties
. and seeing them snugly or o..hem:.se safely {0 bed snd collecting

such loqt items as upper-platee and helmets. a



e e s

.
.
ey —r -

) 'bring;l.ng ‘the company together on the Job. ’ L B

?

Ai’".:er three days at Siasonr.e more becon:mg work was asaigned

. _‘he Comp,..nj and =8 preparaticns for ‘begi.nning the new-johs were s‘har‘bed
" the platoons were anpomted a.nd gent out.” The new assignnent wasa

| ‘.reps.irs on a section of r:.ilroad :.nclud:mg two ’br* dgee wh...ch had

been damzged 'by homhi.ngs and lay in 'hhe vicinity of Oharmes a.nd

La PeTe. on the 19th o2 ueptambar the 15'!: pla'boon moved into a
gpacious. homc about -3 kﬂometcrs from the two tovns/ and was la.ter .
joined by- the 2nd and 3rd platoons on the 20th and 23rd of Scptcmbei“.
oa the 26+h hesdgmerters joined the platoons in the "Chateaun,

The - ‘"Chateau"., as the men liked to call any la.rge home- wi‘th a
dozen rooms/was spaciocus,but, thoungh every availab"e .:motrat of
space, including the gttic, was nade uce o2, there a8 st:Lll nearly
half the compe_ny left to pitch shelter-helves in the gardens around
the bu:.lding. The wca’cher W8 cha.nging now, but, though not severe,
the rains made sleeping in the open q.ui'he chilly. However, the

- gelf reliant found straw, andL(otherw..se empboyed wea’ther‘prooﬁng

and mprovisation on their shelter-halves me.lu.ng them fairly oomfort-
gble, Wi‘bhout the 'b-nefit of & dining room the men were again messing
in the open. Fenders of trucks made good lu.nch counters.

The aec‘k:.on of r..ilroaggompc.ny had been given to put in order
was already being worked on by oivilians when th: company ar'f'ived.
One of the two bridges in the section had been partlally destroyed,
one span having been blowa out, It was here the cbmpany directed its
medn efforts; The other bridge, which had not been damaged so
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eeverely, and aboet half a mile of track and switches took the:

. attention of the minor portion of the compeny who assisted the

- Prench *ivilia.ns..’:?"'*th the Armys' ability to get material end

with a well eguipted coxnpa.ny of Engineers on ha.nd the wori: was

~ brought to a gpesdy end. As the most difficult pa::ts of the work

which demasnded - eauipmen‘bte(th‘- Frenchmen had nons) were completed,

the civilians, a.nxiouc not to see the work,\{hz.ch was the:l.r sole

- means of liveclyhood vanish, stepped in to take over again while

"the COmna.ny pulled out slowly for othar more impor‘ba.n‘b work,.-%az _ﬁ

m madn interest to accomplish only 'hha.t v'hich is a‘bsolutely
necessary to co...municationa. . . | :

Oon eeptemh zr 30th, Sgte '"’op Hinmans'j;oysﬂ.of thes 2nd Platoon
moved by convoy to Etain where they immediately vegan the task of
.olearing a railrecad yard and main l:ne of about Forty blown up.
:jailroad.cars and & locomotive. The ya.rds themselves were to become
a huge ammut}ition du;np. Beaides having to prepare the area the
main‘ rail line was badly; da.me.ged. The pla'boon put in some awitches.
The work went smoothly, .headquarters having furnished the heavy
equ.ipment needed $0 1ifb and drag the heavy tangles of gf.'

A% Etam, the platoon found its q,uarters in a bern under which
was a potiery works. Some of the men had to pi'tch ten't:s/ for the
barn was not large enough for all. _

. Headquarters left La Fere wivh the 3rd platoon for Stenay,
Ooctober 2nd, leaving the lst pletooa to putb 't:h_e £inishing touches
on the job in La Fers and join them on October 4th. |
" In moving on to Stenay the company gained & little in easterly



direotion, approached the Belgim border b:.mnot quite reaqv %o
\- oross it. Stenay was to occupy quite a 'bit of ..h.e coxnpanfs/’time eve
calling men back from Belgiun a.’c later da.tcs. For the present

- the work showed nc such endencc. Thc camp itsel: was onlv a home
- on this first v:l.sit whilc the ls‘k a.nd 3ru platocns 'buil a highnay
bridge, made some road repairs a.nd road reccnnais‘.nce. It wos
. furning n.ci:icea.‘nl‘..y colder, Warm enough in mid-a.ftcrnocn but nights
.a.nd mornings- were very chilly. "'hc t.ndersi.,e fLeplaces in the
| barra.c irs were kept aglow most of the day, and i'b was a gizeable job
- t0 keep them supplied with woode Here éa?g:é;n was a. gpecious camp |
a.nd/ though housing two othcr companies it s$411 borq ha.un‘.:ing
emptyncssa:FAboa‘b the time thc 80 foo%t bridge waé‘ comple'be and the
men were taLine, their sclf-wa.shed lau.ndry down from over fire— |
places, dry or not s In preparations for noving, German Prisonera
began rolling in in truci:loa.ds Loxr &n‘ternmen'h. Bere too came the
‘reason for Company A's meny weeks of wark in gtenay, butkrit was
egreeable. enough to 'bhc men. They liked the tom, a fz\;c'b above all

p\

others in importance. R L
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4 in :Lnstinc(: so strong as seli‘-preaervation need little traini.ng
to become en art. It had reached a point now, when, upon movinb,
frucksypileds hig,h mith scl.‘.-provia:.ngs that the providings were

displacing the individmals. The Arq,r iasued no bcds t0 the Engineers,
Eech man had his 3 blenkets which was the extent qf his issue, and,
.exbept i’éi‘ ais sbility o £ind beds, cots, matirecses, cxirs blankets
and pillows in houses, berns or barracks wherever he might be living,
he éida without, In éddition $0 bedding some men v.'xere‘even loading |
on chairs, smell tables, boxes; stoves and occnsgibnaily & Tug or zome
s:.milar luxury. The boxes ;vere cé.tch:!.ng thé over flow froﬁ duffle--

. bags cs.;.z-s.ed b;,? accumilated souveniers; perheps extra olothing and
_pcrsonﬁl stores oi’ "C" rations. S0 it wask(each time the company
'movea more difficult to solve space probvlems, However "ahe climax

was noti reached as yet for fthere was Germany still to coma and an
acct.mulation of P.h‘gﬂ, notorcycles c..nd baitle field souveniers

There vere even such extreme modérn conveniences és Ea'bhi-‘tuﬁs carried

- 7

on ons occassion,

If, on ‘ahe morning of Qotober 12 when the Captain got his orders
to move the portion of his company in Stenay 'l:o Cmﬂy, nelgium, the
whole oompa.ny had instead been with him, the mova ‘would have to have

been made in two hanls. ZLoolking more then ever 111.e big city

'%M
scav?ngers theush part of an Army, 'l:he outfit squeczed into "1ts
wwt"«d_«,«j’ /[P !
trucks and h\.adcd resth—east, " The country had been fou.,h ov-r

someﬂmt more than that through which recent moves had been made.
There vere soores of burned out Germen tanks (eome A.merica.n), perhaps

| . !'_
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pushed back to the steep borders of Belgium and caught there, ‘The

low rounded mountains of Southern Belgium were scenic and abundantly

: obyered with forect,. 'The change from France to Belgium was extreme

in the sense thst the people’ seemed not guite so pcver'bf stricken
b&' the effects of vaa.r.. The clties were, for the mr;vhst part, damaged
'.Lrbtle and upon. reacb.mg Ciney the clty was found 'Lo have not only -
an ord«r.t.y busi.a.ess district bu:t: the shops were compe:ativcly well
sunp" jed with morohandiae. The wccden shoes, revived because of 1a.elc
of leather in rural Fraznce, were st:!.ll to be geen through the work.:mg

day. I’uah—cs.r"s were a..:L‘Ll dom:me.nt on the street bu:t; there wers

"ferer evacusecs slong ohe. roads. Homea were not 80 disrup'bed.

. In c:..ney the company divided 1tr pla.toona between i.'our locatlons
The 3rd platoon moved into rooms in a monas‘l:ery.. Ehe berocbed brether
offered sharp contrsst to the swea.r:'..ng helmeted I:ngineers. - Tas
experiment was intcres‘uix;g. Tae 1lst platoon slept in an old thea.ter
'behind a tavern, us:mg‘ the balcony, suditorium snd stage,“ its
dress..ng rooms, and some men found s cnctuary bereath the staga itself
Headquartcr" nad a chatean in the heaxrt of the small city and tnother

chatean at the far end of Cin-y was'claimed and reaiy fexr the

 2nd ple.toon which was finishing the job of claarinz the rail yards

end aduing e few more swiiches at E:.';a:a—ead E:Lx Abaucour‘l:/ and did not
leave France to join the recst of" the outfit until four days later. '

Sergeant VWayne's men had a good home in the monastery, but the
Houalins
lst pl._.'toon besides having o sleep amongs‘b’\seaty, stacks of boxes

and other stored i‘bems/found the roof to be a hopeless aieve/and when

L}
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‘ the long deys of rain, which seemsd the course of Belgimms fall

vecther, came, came &lso roaring compleintc.. With buckets crowding

" 4he floor, mopping a continual necessity, and their own initiative

the only resort they covered the roof with ‘ba.rp u:l.:!..ns.35 Hovéever;

~ the aged theater hed hor blessings as well as hc;...dships &nd rewarded

the men with 83 bottles of fine cognac. Den Burkee stumbled onm %o
the hcrde paclfed 'beneath the steps 1ea.ding to the balcony ba.ck
stzges To cne stopped fo... -the moment to consider who the rightful

owner night b‘. un'til lc.ter whe.n it waa popular ‘;o suppoe-e- +he

_ Germans had hidden it th-re bu'l: even 1f the tavern ke*per who had
' his abode in the theaters front was the ovmer/he deserv‘ed the losa

for hia pricea were much too highe _ _
- The company's job in Ciney wa. to make additiona and alter—

 ations to the 130th General Hoapi‘kal which had been newly built by

the Gemans end aba.ndoned before it had been rully occupied. It
was a hug- well huil'b building but s‘bill '!:he A:-my aeed— more space,
end had Captain °immons nen build & ten'b annex, weather-proai’ed

and complete with quarters, sto;age rooms, and wards/ and largs

encugh to care for the hospitals convalescents as well as medio
pci-scnnel..~ Concrete foundations, over which the ward tents were

| pitched, and sidewalks were layed, Rows of terts vere walled with

plywood sidings end doors, and equipped with stoves, eleoiricity, |
and running weter end plumbing where necessary. Ihe convalecceant

it even had itas own P.X. and the completion of the exteriors

requirefa good deal of carpenirye. The electirical and pixmbing
altersticns in the main building were, in th;mselves,,blig Jjobs,

s -—.-.-:.‘-&':I-.:.'o’.' . IR j
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- ' One wall viag knocked cut on two floors and lavatories wers added

on 't:hh o:..trid* requiring emericncad oarpcntry ard brick work,
) <ﬁ7 The com':..ny had only been togcthcr a short vwhile when the need for
- ' its full s‘brenc‘th at the hospi'ba.l diminished anc‘ é%y;ogects
beca.m» :Lnnnedia..v:z mhe 24th cf November, "hc 3rd pla‘coon l"ﬁ
| Bcl-":.um to return to Eix ﬁbaucou.r‘b where the men put in two rail
spurs rtmging from 1000 to 1800 feet in 1eng‘bh and dbuilt hardstands
* betuween them for a supply durmp.  On the 24th, I.icutene.n'b Veinstein
T nie 2nd platﬁszfcé“i‘é“{x Sts Hubert to begin the constructlon i

of a2 asaw mill which would supply the 7th Army Sergean'b Victory's
‘_'men continued at the Hospital prpa.r:i.ng a stockade -£or prisoners
of Wa.r “;&efwere to be iupor’l:ed to serve on deta:.la a.round the hogpita
/ﬁP‘ These were 'bh- days oi’ ciga:ette fanine a.nd bu.,z bumbs. mgla.nd
| was still catch:.n._. the “1end:.sh wearon :Ln her sau‘the:m cit:i.e It
. Was only more apparent 'l:o the Compary bscanse cf Ciney's geograpnica
‘position plc.c_ng her in the rou'!:e between 1a.unch_.ng ra.mps end target
The stay in Ciney was, hovever, pleasa.nt and ta.:.mg advantage of
the citys conma.ra:ive wealth of merchandise the men had. thelr apree
of buying .%rfumﬁ’ which was plentiful, {Th;:;fg ‘che list. P*icea
bégzm t0 gkyrocket. Cigare'f;‘tes and soap beoame as much e medium o:f

exchange as money. The blakkmsrket had long bum regular practice/

but here was the compa.ny's- £irst good chance to expern.ence its evils

Ths peopls regordless of thelr harsh prices, which o course wes

- . suffersd by thencelves as well%ere iy patrenising,
Anxious to have men in thsir homes, they often stopped at the
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billets to invite one or two ¢f the men to thelr homes for meals.
which they nads os a.ttractive e.s_poasible, though they cowld very
often i1l efford it; ";.-‘he. guards who atood‘at. hea.dqu’a.rteré will |
remenber the 1i%tle girl who, never failing, broag;if & warm bowl of
"!:a.s't.;y soup to them at noon. It warmed 'bheir hearts as well as -
atomachs, lany. o... 'bha men have good friends in Ciney, .f"'ienus 'they

ma)x never see again tut will always r-member. Th&.nksgiving oame

.while the comp‘.ny was uhere and dre==Taw=p> the civilians made an
effort again to show thair gratitude by decora.ting the tables wrbh "
bottles of wine, There was a ahow a‘b the hovpital that da.y hcad-
1ineq by Merlene Dietrich. I |
The wark eoon terminstied at the- hgspital. The wea'thei had been.
~cold as a J;esult of fthe late fai; ra;ns /and now. as it was groving
._éteadny coldé. the business of movirg snd working in the Oub=of=
“doors took on new discomfor....ﬁp"‘he men recentiy sent to Eix
Aoancourt had been bivouz:.ced :Ln thc ra::.ny cold, Siclmnés occurred
‘and the threat of trenck foot, groving among all troopa, found
no ezcep‘bion in the Engineers, on the 26th of November the stockads.

s
A was complet-d é.nd Lieutenant Schuster took his men back 'bo Stenay;”

Frence- rhere the flood of war priaoners, a.'!.ree.dy .-.rriving in small
numbers when the comz:e.nv was recently 'bhere, now demanded a wore |
suostantial enclosure,  Headquarters aew held out in Cirey alone/
conpleting final detells on ‘the hospital by November 30th, m:'zd
moving to Poix St. Huberty thony $o help build the saw ml,
Headquarters made :Lts{home in en 0ld chatean neart‘sfe villege
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"then the quarters '&al:‘-h by th: 2nd platoon. -The surnounding

]

forecst cdveréd hi_la nare 'bcau"i.ﬁ:l, a pert of thnt huga str~'bch

. of forest l‘:nov:n as. the Ardenr.-s. A awift mozmtain strean cu‘b its

4
way through the cnca...c...uc grounda lenuino its ep..rL ol hcau‘by.

.But,gae reing and cola grey sq« oontribu‘bcd thei:. ghare n?é;:;'g ~tes
the sav.@l z.i..z.z» a.di...mal/muddy place to work. -Tpe village was '»
very small bud h;zd-a goqu supply of cognac v_:hicl:;'gffset z'nos'? of '
its disat’ve.n'hages. ‘ ) ' | }
Tieutensnt Turen aoined hear.cuar'ters, returning from Eix

Abaucourt with h.is 3rd platoon ¥o help th~ 2nd pla«.oon; bu‘t: *emaining
only 'h"o days depe.rted fnr Stenaye Foundations were socn poured,
roe.ds were md- vass..hla/ and machinery vas pla.ced. The company was
relocing wkile ...m:...hin.g\carpen‘bry work and elec‘tzjical installaticnsj
and even found time to do z little hnting, Christmas was coming
and eveiything shaded gocoidinglyf for a pleasent noliday, ‘es much

so ag could be e@eouedﬂh\. hunting provaa fruitxul a.nd a.'!.l :Ln.
ceepmg, with the holiday spiri’c. Deer had been sesn by the men on
occa..p,.on/ sl‘tpp:.ng out for watcr. A sigh'h to thr..ll thc hear'b o.f '
any hxm..er. "‘he men had been getti.ng days of:r oceasaionally¢
nEgn Breau.‘Lt on ons. o2 those lucky days stole into the hills with -
three other mexn, e.nﬁgzk likely posi’biona anong foliage, riﬂos
ready, and we.ited. By rn:i.dmor::r.:m9 two young bucks appe,.red- in
Breault's sigh'ta and fell leaving the cchoes of the shota to ring .
through tha hills; A Belglan game warden in his tyrolian shoris,

jacket and feathered cap, having heard the -shots not far awzy, in-



Ves‘tigated_ and errested the mcn;-- Afger fcpor'bing the dincident fo_'

- tho o:wrl/ room & truck drove out to pick up Dreault and his 4wo
deer. 4 fine ofsa'.'!."o., which the men were 21l willing to share; was
at Lirzst tnppcsaea tut latexr dropped, gtra.:med relo uions having

been patched between the Declgians and the Army. - "he deer were dressed

- in the kitchen ol the Chateau by liess Sergean‘t: Brown that mcht.
len crowded around to hcl:% gn.d offer sugges'bions ol hpw the dark
wild mect \7013.1:1 look ﬁest pn.a. mess .géar'. o

Christr;as vas less than a waek.av:a . : The sp:'_i':!.t was mcun'ting'
higher, now, as a Iew pac: a.ges bega.n to mive. C.Jrlstma.a decorations
were being planr=4, a paxrty was tallked o.f. A iemm plan upset it all.
2 The Gcrmans hed broken thraugh in Belgium and there vas growing
ala.rm among troops in the sectoxr ‘bu'l: ¢’ vil:ua.ns not wa:::inb *’or more
than first evidencss of -%}érivn bgn-l:e=e==:::mz bogan lining the
strects evacua.ting their homes for th'-.opcn highwmrs leadin.g v'est.
Some, more hesitant, stood 'by Vasases,. vatching o*bn..r civillans
listening to every IumoT bu:t most importa.n’t“uatchcd theArmy's nove,
The 101st Azrborne at Bastogne bad'ly in need of ammunition ‘scouted
neighboring Ae S.C.... troops requisgitioning 1l e.va_.lable mun:.t:.ons
and even "borrowed" Company '@ "As/ 'bazooke.ajg The German atiacks '
dcveloped; :Ln intensity and socpe causiné nexrvous trips between
Company and Battalion C.P'{.‘K- It finally beca.m& cdvisable to lea.ve*;
sirce the writ ;:as in no way prepé.red to help in mcoking o stand,
The portion of Compeny "A" at Poix St. Evbert, (itke 3rd and lsit
Iplatoonz being still at Stenay) lefi December 20th with rumers of



=Y - | |
| (}eﬁnan troops driving towerd Ste. Hubert itsels, Stories o2 wildest
p:;'opor_":iom: i':s:f.'a coning fronm c;;v'iliana ,end with .ths departure of the
COmpe.n;r/ the village é‘b Poix/ alre.ady desolat'e‘- waé cmp’by except Zor a
 handful of ‘aizosuwha eiridently had no fear for ‘the Fezl bab—toyed

Se The roar o£ guns, which cou.ld oi‘ten bs hea.rd in
the dista.noe/ now hed coms close :l.ndeed. - & part of Headauar-bera .

Platoon 224 lef‘k :bhe nrevious afternoon to mak- e.rra.ngemcnts Lor the
" entire compmy in Sedan ., and with rumors now coming in of peratroopers
and tonks sp“arheadmb in 't:heir dir*ction/"he m-n who remained mmtil

'l:he 201:11 had aa unea='y wait. A.ny men who haa stocd guf_rd du‘b; on
‘ &

guch 2 ccld pitech darlc nigh‘!: can assure his ‘oudd...es it is ne e:nort
to stey awzke., Even when the ne=t day came 1t was necessa.ry to0 call
£9r volunteers to remain behind a litile J.onger_ to @estrOy equipmant
a.nd- su*onlies/ and remove ma.ch:l.n.ery from the saw m:L'Ll‘ At Seden uhere
wes the ‘sanme ezci"c.ncnt S't:. Hubext had experienced ‘mo da,ya be...ore.
Ay Lnits wers moving :Ln. Civ:l:.ans were moving out,. Vicious
comroys linod the strccts, troops were au worl: preparing elabora.te
defenses both inside ond outoide the city Sheedd cnd before 'lr":o days
pass~d e Seden was a bristling fortress ready 'bo be :fought over
again a.nq fur"'he* destro ’.ﬁ The advanced varty Couna.ny "AR s.n'b down
from Poix 5%, Hubert found Compan,y 8" st11l in the q,uarters it had
sunpomﬂadl; evacuated, It was late ‘and the e.dvanc:d pa=ty wearily
threw bl..m.et.. and mattresses on t.a.e ‘aaaement ﬂoor crord;Lng around

the fu.ma.oe/...or it had snowed and btocome very cold outslde, CThey
walted fer morming %o f£ind housing for ths ccmpany, Some of the men

- had Christmas pa.cl:aées which they had hurriedly received before
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KFF The Corpajny Headquar‘bers, the 2nd plaxccn e.nd now thc 3rd pletocn

1eaving Pcix. They blacke& out windows, rigged w a 11311‘!:,
played poker, ate ¥ rs:tions, cnjcyed the delecacies from ‘bhcir

nacques and finally went to sleep m the whole crowded mess, a ‘bi‘k

._ dis"u::ted with the e_pm.rnt lackc cf coordina.tion oi '!:he:t.r move e

" Barl; thn nex" mcrni.m. _,ieu‘bané.n" Hcddlestcn wen'b ou‘b :!.n:!:c

e

ths +roubled ci y and nee u...ng m.’o:h fa:iz success r-:acr’c»d bac’: soon

that he had quarters, perhaps crowded, bu‘b *”icieu.t e:sst:;h un't:L‘L ‘

better conclucien could be reac\h“d. Ihc csmp...ny moved 1.:1 late

~vhat Juj oaly tc nove on 'i:o a nca:b su.\rrounccd Chatecau at Rubicour‘b;
5 L;:.lomctees from ssca.n {the follox"inc day.. A msera‘bly cold e.cpar-

iézice/ moving and to lnak.- it wcrss- therc wa.s no relief af‘ber arr:.vi.ng

at the de;t:.na“'io... The Yvig chaceau-, ls.rge en.cugh to casily housa.

-the Comp._ny's 210 men if necessary, /gt without hac.'l: or l.LShuuo

\

/
wh just re'bumed from S‘h“n&y vas innn°dia‘taly assmgned the job of -

pu'btinb e highway bridge a.cross the Mcuse- River in the hca.r‘t of
Sedan. The criginal b"idge had long aince been ‘ccmbed out and/while -
there was cnc in its place built by the Combat mgmcers its hurricd
flimsy struc‘l:ure vas ’oeconing :.nca.pable of the heavy traffic it bore.
The Comp...n" hs.d instructions to sink pilina and buil.x a compa.nicn
bridge cepeble of supporting 100 tons. - ’.\Zhe c'bncr then was tc a.ssist

 4n hondling two wey traffic except in cases of extreme loeds. Befor

W -51" worlz was hardly stertedsCompany | "B" noved sut of its quorters :ln

Sedon and "A" Company moved Weﬁ/ o the relief of
the men, for they could be closer to their job, comfortable and



tairly gure of not having to move for a whila. ‘Eowever;“ the short
int-*lude £4 Rablcourt '1as not withaut interest. The Germens wers
scndme; th.ou.bh spl es a ‘!:r cherou.s 'bunch dre.,sed in Amencan |

u.niloms, bcaring agpparan'tly oorrcot :.den'cification. regulation :
equipment inocluding Army veh:.cles, and ape‘.e-men‘b English. | Suah '
'bands were difficult to- desl ..ith. Highwnys and cross roads wers .
Heavily patrolled/ ond gua.rda were a- bit ;}um.py and over suspicious >
mat:ing fravel by nig ht p«..r‘tioularly dengerous, If*n kept their )
'dista.nce from ons anothor on tha strccu and q,uest on.d evary fai./se
| "movc. Doubsing H.P.'0.and guards’ examined evary 7°hicl=, toously
 for there had boen severcl instances of ambush regor'ted. A
Do 1% was’ on the night of Decmber 23::& whon the cox:rpa:.\y
courier, Tom Cremins, and his driver, Jea.n Etzel were r-porting beck
to ths Comp..ny i th tn.ir ;}eep loaded with bags o2 Chris‘bme.s meil,
Cr am.ns wac s:.tting high on- "me mail ba.gs ,trying to b» as comfortahle
as pOSSiulG in the eold night wind, (the t'op h...v:L'ag been taksn off |
the 3eep to accoznoda..e the load,) when he and E'b"el notioed anothe-'
Jocp sto_ppgd i.n ths road ah=ed. Suspic:.ous thamselves they slowed
only a.little /énd attcmptcé?ge‘a by. 'f’hay sideswiped the vch:mle and
spmm to a stop.in the road just beyond. ;‘ The occupants on_‘.‘ the aus-_-
picioned jaap threvw a hend-grenade witho:u:h.se\ying 2 word. | Ths two
oompa.ny i nan hurd the :ru..e, thanl-ed: 'their atext the top was o:ff
'bhe:l.r Jeep ), and @dﬁr a ditoh. The grenade exploded he_'f'mlcasly
at a diata.noe/bu'b the .,tr..ngers imediately opencd fire with
parbinea end anly aftar 2iring a dozen rounds d4id they call for a



4@ h"l

. urr-nder. Perhaps th:y nad keard the Iz'";mtio ahou‘king by the .
| ThaToro i

) 'm...il mn, ";c"‘e ‘\mca.icmm," above the noinc. &=y wers achd .

. th- Dasc word and not knowing i'b iare fL. ad o again, but fu.r’ohcr
plaad_.nu won thcm a CthIC" to oome for"a::d to. be *ccounuad.
SI.e'ot:.cel, vat, in viaw ol the fact another vehicle was a.rriv:.ng on
‘the scene, they a.dvmcud as insiructed, hends over hcad and faumi
“their aas:..ilnnts Anerica.ng; nen froxn é. non—combé.ta.n‘b outfit plaééd |
-on special pa.'brol duty uvy, nervous erd . sty- in their juubemen‘!:. , |

' Ofﬁ.c"rs in the third jeep to en:ter the scene a.ided in the iden‘t—
iﬁ.c ation, (Anoth:=r epprozching vehicle, its driver heoring sh.ots
e.nd .;emi.ng “he di..tvr‘::...ncc ahead, uumed in his tracks and wend
'tho way &5 d. s hod cume),  Military Pol:!.ce v.'ere notified and med
Compzny' "A's" battered jesp and ccr'.rier to the compa.ny area, The
: men were vale with fr:.ght,bu‘b whole, h;ir Jjeep, _however,' hed a | |
dozen bullet holes through its windshield and imedims. . The medl .
was gaved, " The orderly room ned hag its dra.matic momen‘bs '!:oo ,
vhile awaiting answer to th- couriers wherea‘noz:.t.a. He vas three -
-hcurs late, a3 fact which ce.used concern considering the da.ngers._-
Dramatic, not entirely because of the waiti.ng but because the

| COmpany hed o call for volun'teers to move in the direetion of the
e:xax::y's aévance and prepare bridges .for' demolition. ""ho Garman
pover drive coatinued to movs forwerd but somewhat slowed. The
£ight was ctxibhom ond German planss continuelly ‘Jr:!.ed t0 break
througch flak 2nd anti-aircraft fire to reach tha bridge the company

‘was buﬂding end other bridges linkz.m:; tha oi't;; and highways leading

ou‘b.
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as "Bed-check Chgrlia. The drivs had besaome most daﬁgefous*by
_ Christmas but never reached even tha outskirts of Sedan. Though |
:;dwindling 1t continned until well after the New Year;ﬂ:Christmas
was a very ordinary day =o far as work was concenned and was -
ything but traditional in.*pirit. Revielle was as usual at
, headquarters except. that there ==s no calisthenics since the
 Captain had injured his foot the duy before in an accident, and
was not present., The men had their breakfast and left for the
| bridge site as the first rays of dawn appeared. The gﬁérd at .
the gate atood blinking having jus. started his six hour mornming.
. shift and before long two or thrse unior*unaxes fromkheadquarters
were out policing up cigarettes buttis and paper from the previoua_
days carelessness. ankey and hard candy on the mess gear at
' noon.encouraged a humerous Her*y Christmas now and then, but
otherwise the meal was very routine. 0f the original decorations -
for the festivities planmed back in Poix St. Hubert, the one item |
surviving was & life size female Santa Clause whose mniform con=

sisted of only ome piece, a red stocking cape. "Christmas Eve"

was suggested s her name and she disappeared one day with a



- .
platoon moving outfﬂpmhe "break through" was felt by many troopss
some much more sevefély than Company "A". Still, though the .
company sm..fered no. caau&'l.ties, it is not because no opportunity
presented itself. The men considered their mmit lncky, partic=
ula.rly the platoons caugh'k in stenay, for there the attacks were
ooncen’cra.ted on their projeot. The 'prison caxp 1aa as yﬁt -
finished. It had been fenced in three compounds, each encaging
s‘omé 2000 Germzms/J/ ome in tents, some in perma.nent structures,
a pa:rb -e—.?:the old French ga.rrison. The Stockade, dﬁring the |
holida.y season was oonsta.n‘tly the object of German night raids,
for reasons only the Germans 'bhemselves can explaine At the

: 'beginning of the attacks the site was lighted by huge flood
lights as is u.sual around prison fencings// ﬁowever i't: was found
| and with near disa.ster,as Julius Rogs can well relate, that the

}ligh‘kmg made too perfect a target, and warnings gave little time
$o throw switches and tak:e cover, "’he first attacks proved vire
tuslly harmless but pfésisted and finally took their toll emong -
‘men and prisoners even though the lighting was eventually ordered
ocompletely shut off:FF The gravest a'b'taclc cane New Yea:cs eve when -
the Germans came out of the lnky night to shower the Stockade .
with personnel bombs, and sta&ed to a'.braff the area, Theix brethern
of the wehrmacht suffered 20 caaualties, 4 of them dead. Among
- - the Army persommel in the area 14 were wounded, one mortally, but
Company "A" escaped unscathed, The billets in the village itsel?
were pever fired on directly. but the men spent many tense hours
throngh the week often scut‘bling for cover. The work on the |
Stockade at Stenay had progressed well, .Sergeant Dearsmithts men
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el 010 .,'\
were aoti.ng now in a supervisory ce.pecityx?/the prisoners ‘chemeelvea'
doing the actual labore. The 3rd 2latoon had served its usefulness
- by the 23rd of December and moved from Stenay, ;loinmg the 2nd
pletoon at Seden, reporﬁng. the social 1life as well 'balance{a.e_
ever in Stenay. Pe.nama He.ttyl's 8till gay and ﬂouriahiﬁg cognac
a.vailable in trade for ciga.rettes, end an occaspional movie ab -
'the looa'!. ei.nema. (b?w:u;h the turn of {he Hew year ‘the German; power
| drive beca.me powerlese/and wi‘th the drindling salient came an
appreciated peacs. Civﬂia.ne bega.n daily returnin° to their hcmes
a.fter what must have been a refuge 'bo cold, mismery and hunger for
meny. . Bn‘k for moet people in geda.n such d¢iscomforts were constant
compaz;ione, well understood and much more acceptable then the
- Geme.ns. The men made many friends ur:mg their staye. They shared
the a;iscomfor..a with them,a\ their homes of an evening').g/ay '
eveni.ngs in spite of a poverty that oould have made anyone put a '.
. Frenchma.n a2 boring fatalist. Through the help of two tea.chers |
Ms. Jean Sigonneau and Da.niel Paradis, at the only college holding
classes in Sedan/and 'L'he _persistent Sergeant noore, two dances wers
given for the company in the Headqt;arter's Chateats - Speaisl s'ervice'
furnished an excellent orchestra, a.nd the teuchers produced the v
da.noing pa.rtners.» Tisekr Motherts following French c.uetom came
along as chaperon,g.. The girls brough:t tea: cups, the men had their
mess oups, a.nd the cooks served coffee and cake, The two dances

were bright spots, diversion for the moment to the brighter life |

for which men endure the misexries or’a eoldie:. .
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' Ihe bridge was oompletnd in time 'bo serve 't:he last oonvoy

crossing the Leuse to joim the comnter attacks in ‘bhe south of

) Rundatedt's halted drive. In the wake of 1ts completion the 3rd

‘platoon packed up and’ leﬁ: for :Br:u.lon en Barrois 'L'o meke repairs

on a ‘nrid‘,e et uandrupt. mhey quick_'!.y £indshed at Brillon and .

-

continned their repu’cation as the. company'e most restlesa platoon
moﬂ.ng .ox;’to- Verdun, Jaq_ue.:y 21/where they_ worl:e.d on light:.ng ine
stallations for a Qnar‘cve‘.zmas‘ter Depot. Ja.nuazy 23r&,_ headq.uarte.rs |
moved fro;n Sedan to Hesnés en Wovre ferther south in the old -

2 ‘ :
fmbattled fields near Yerdun. ?ar‘bially because of lack of

sufficient ‘bra.nsportation and because it is customa.ty to leave a :
gua.rd, a nmnber o.f men remained behind at Sedan to wait for truoks

to re'@:uzfn for them a day or two later. -In the meantime they said

- good-bye to the Deople in Sedan for tuddies who had left mith the

-main 'body.lfPA.fter much geﬁing loét z.nd piecing together bits of

/
oonversation to support the drivers meager knowledge of the new

'aestination, the bulk of headqumera drove into Fresnes in the.

mids‘b of a wet, heavy snow, found a make shift chow :Ln 2 hurriedly
installed kitchen, shivered while they choked down a bite of food .

in the old theater mhers=timeicitohen—hed-trremtemporasily—throwa-
tegedlen ond then went in search of b.illeta. It turned out to be a
new cxper:;enoe/for in Presneas, the company lived with private '
families, Billeits were scatterecd throughout the village, Good
comfortable beds, in soms ceses blessed with olean white sheets
and the pains of civilian oare, m_ade late morning sleep tempting,
and fortified with etouses such as not heering the bugle or having




s0 far to walk, the orime was committed, furrowing the Capta:l.n'
b Tou, -ceusing the se:.g,ea.nt a certaa.n pain and vez:Lng the bugler

‘who was compelled to walz: the icy streets at an ea.rly hou...
stopping often. to fumb" e a va.riation on first: cal_. Morning exer-

cises varied from the usual, 'by becuming a sport:mg even’c. "irat

'marched to the comer, nees geer in hond, the men were halted a.nd
a.fter an about face, d:.smissed.' "’he resul'nmg ata.mpecd inspired
by htmger a.nd a dread cf be:Lng 1ast in the chow line made exercise
the only alternative, The few who never felt qu:!.te 80 hungry or -

.W

 4dnspized by Arxzv food walk:ed the distance, taking their ezerc:Lse
less violently end pee‘ving over their plight ?mhe bus:l.ness of

) headquartgrs while at Fresnes oons:!..;ted of mainly suppor‘ting the

- platoons and de‘kails detached in isolsted places. ‘The motor-pool
apen't its tin:e making check-ups end :epair:.ng vehicles, reco*‘ds
'-‘were hrough‘!: up2/ Zd;.te in the orderly room, 1?‘cm.::' men were sent
'to Gedinna in the Ardennes %o opera‘be a saw mill, imteen others
went do Gra:_i.de Station ‘to haul piling. On February 3rd,‘Lieutena.nt
Vienstein's 2nd platoog moved o Verdun/ and .waé attached to
Company "C"‘ ‘l:hen working at the 193rd General Hospifé.l. They
‘ponred conorete flooring and did generel repaira to the old.
Napolian Garrison there which the Army was converting for 1ts use,
It was a rather unpleasant ezperience being attacked to a rival
company in their own battalion. The snows and cold wet thaws thad
followed made the out 'door'life unpleasant and a promised ecrly

spring could come none too soon, The P.0.We'as assigned the



| -batfalion were beins gradually put to work on nore of the Company‘s

";fobs/ reiieving & weary blincﬁ of men cf the winteré burden. '.L‘he |

| "Compa.ny'e headquarters moved rarther north agai.n, February 6th, to

‘ .:Dan eur I,;euse leaving aome o.f the oldest battle grounds of H'a.nca |
behind. _ Plelds wasted even now by the scourge of 1918, Pock:—mam:ed :
by - shell ura’cere so close together no cultivation is possible and
oot by endlzss systems of irenches and brestworks of the fierce

conceni':z;ated iva;fai-e. of those} years, Thoueands of acres stand in
scrub and underbrush, in their slow yrocess', seeking to hide the |
scarrs andvperhape give some coznmendable iife to the land, In
theae velleys were played games of blood and vengeénce a.nd the
cemeteries tally the score ix nea.t rows of crosses extending almost

~ out of sight. When the remmants of the platoo.n were collecte? on

. return 'L'ripe t;-iremes, where those lef$ behind existed on 10 in 1

K ra‘kions e.nd enJOyed a short freedom among 'khe villagers, head-
' quarters settled in what was evidently a: school and by the swva‘b of
- their P,W.'s enjoyed a olean and somewhat restful existence. The

platoons continued their work in Stenay end Verdun, z‘ounger men

| conti.nned to leave for reinforcement depots and a few replacemem;s
were being received in exchange, Records continued to be checked,
the Motor .?ool cont:'.nued. its work of putting its- equipmegt in the
best c‘ondition and ell together the process bore signs of a new
ruture.,?mhe conforts of Dun soon excbe.nged themselves for the
not so modern but still confortable St. Joseph College o.f J:ngineering
near Virton. The company found iiself resiricted on arrival at
Virton thraugh the folliee of two of its members/a.nd set about

LY



Jr-r"l" L | |
jimmedjtately to 2ind weys of escepes. Laundry seemed the best -

vehicle for viclaticn. At the college near Virton the company
ceme together as a complete unit for the first time in months,

. . the énd‘ and 3rd pla.t.aons having preceeded heédquarters,_ vhich

o a.rrivéd February 13th, by one and two daya respeet:fullf and the
" 1st platoon folloﬁing later on the 17th., The company brought its
| prisoners with i‘t; ' k:eep:Lng them wnder- gnard in a.n a‘b‘tic room by

night and working them by day.' The buildinga geemed to swa.uow
" the numbers of men with ease, allowing comfortable guarters for all

‘besides those reserved by the black robed professors who remained/
thouzh no classes were in geeaion.'' The company was put lelsurely
-,--'_tp_w_ork reéa,iring e network of roads. in'south Belgium and a portion
“of Prance in the vicinity of Seda.n.i': The work was a.step dowm from
'the importé.nce of other projects, entailing no ‘disgrace but 'rather
'1 a pericd 01’ marking time for it was now eviden’a the battalica wes

_ preparim, to enter Gemany. The tum of weather, 'bringa ‘cleax

: warm afternoons, was opening the way fox. en important drive into
the Rhineland and perhaps the £inal plunge, There was an im=~-
 pressive increase in air?activity. Daily endless formations of
.bombers} flew over 'which gset the prisoners gé;ping skyward and
curled broad smiles on the faces of G.X.'s and civilians,

~ The day .fi.na';lly came when the compeny was alerted to move into -
Germé.ny. The finishinz touches were put on all equipment and all
departments prepared to move, Prisorners were returned to the
Stockade at Stenay for the company was moving too close to action
to ailow them in their possession.@Lientena.n;b Heddleaton and his
interpreteré leftt(ae en advance par..ty:;ua.roh 4th for Munchen

- Gladbach to find living quarters for the company following the
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" Prance, friends, eud pleasaut associations venished for a

—

while into the pa._st/'bu‘l: memories were revived occassionally by

refreshing letters. - . . 0w
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