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1.

I did an advanced search about The Map, my website’s theme.  At first, I typed history of maps and antique maps and requested to return the results without the word, historical to prevent an excessive amount of results.  In order to narrow, as well, I limited the results where my terms occur in the title page.  Then I found out 52 results.  Secondly, I searched in Altavista.  I did the Boolean search, typing ‘history of maps or antique maps and not historical maps’.  I also limited the location of the site by region, the North America.  Then it returned 1626 results. 

Google’s search engine dose not have Boolean expressions such as and, but, near etc.  But we can limit the results enough through the advanced search engine of Google.  It has several sections that make results close to what we want.  

Altavista’s advanced search engine has both section for advanced query search and Boolean search, at which we can use Boolean such as and, or, and not, near. (I chose the Boolean search section.)  

Though Altavista is best Boolean search engine, it returns too many results.  However, although Google dose not the Boolean search, we can get enough digested information.

1. SurfWax.com

a.

SurfWax is a meta-search engine. SiteSnap, ContextZooming, Keypoints and FocusWords are its trademarks.  SiteSnap shows the analysis that consists of Matched in Context, Key Points and Site’s FocusWords.  Matched Context is text from the page that matches the search referred.  Key Points are issues or relations extracted from the page.  Site’s FocusWords is the focus word from the page to represent the page’s content.  And if you click on the triangle, you can see the sentences surrounding the Text.  You can see the Text in the context of all documents by clicking on the magnifying glass.  AND is default, and “ ” is acceptable.

b.

SurfWax is really brilliant.  I typed history of maps antique maps in the query box.  I am interested in the European Age of Discoveries, dating from the late 15th century to the 17th century when Europeans were concerned primarily with determining the outline of the continents as they explored and mapped the coastal areas and the major waterways.  That is why I choose the Map as my theme and, especially, searched for the antique one.  Then it found 153 results, some of them overlapped, though.  I found out new and helpful pages for my website’s theme via this meta-search engine.  (The Annotated list of URLs that are useful for my Website’s theme is posted to my website’s Assignments section.)

2. Google, AllTheWeb and Academic Info

3. Google, AltaVista and HotBot

4. Asterisks can be used with a quotation mark (“ ”) in Google phrase searching.

6. 

a)  I typed Chihuahua dogs NOT Mexico in HotBot and Chihuahua dogs –Mexico in Altavista.

b)  I searched how to make ice cream in Ask Jeeves and recipe of ice cream in Ixquick.

C)  I typed Ireland in the query box and selected the field, title in Librarian’s Index to the Internet.  I typed Ireland as well, and set Word Filters to include the term (Ireland) in the title of web page in AllTheWeb.

d) I typed u: Samsung in Yahoo.  In Google, I typed samsung in query box and set the results to be returned where search terms occur in the url of the page.

7.  Stop words are words that are omitted because they are so commonly used words such as the, where, http and .com, as well as certain single digits and single letters
8.  Put a "+" sign in front of stop words or quotation marks around two or more words.
9. Google      :  Similar pages

AllTheWeb  :  Sponsored Search Listings

AltaVista    :  Related pages

HotBot      :  Related Searches

Librarian’s Index to the Internet is the most useful subject directory for me.  Cartography is subsection of Geography in LII.  Although there are only 4 results for Cartography, all they are profitable.  LII is friendlier and better organized than other subject directories.  For example, when I searched in others such as Open Directory, Academic Info and Infomine, they gave me plenty of results.  They were not organized nor standardized. In the case of Britannica, it has relevant documents, however it is charged when we need complete articles.  In Yahoo, Cartography is the subsection of Geography, which is also the subsection of Social Science, so it is a little more complicated then Librarian’s Index to the Internet. 

11. 

The Invisible Web is what we cannot see in the search results and other links.  Most of the invisible web is made up of the contents of thousands of specialized searchable databases that we can search via the web. The search results from many of these databases are delivered to us in web pages.  There are some types of pages that search engine companies exclude by policy.  There is no technical reason.  It’s a matter of selecting.  They do not include in databases that are already huge, expensive to operate, and low revenue producers.  However, to advance in our studies, obtain information of good quality and specialize our research, we would use the Invisible Web.
