Module:
1233

Title:    Introduction to Hypertext and Hypermedia

Unit 2
Understanding HTML Tags Syntax

	Objectives:

· Understanding HTML Tags Syntax


HTML Tags

HTML tags consist of a left angle bracket (<), a tag name, and a right angle bracket (>). Tags are usually paired (e.g., <HTML> and </HTML>) to begin and end the tag. The end tag looks just like the start tag except a slash (/) precedes the text within the brackets. 

Some elements may include an attribute, which is additional information that is included inside the start tag. For example, you can specify the size of images by including the appropriate attribute with the image source HTML code. 

*NOTE: HTML is not case sensitive. <title> is equivalent to <TITLE> or <TiTlE>.

Not all tags are supported by all World Wide Web browsers. If a browser does not support a tag, it will simply ignore it. The content placed between a pair of unknown tags will still be displayed.
	Tag
	Description

	HTML


	This element tells your browser that the file contains HTML-coded information. The file extension .html also indicates this an HTML document and must be used.

	HEAD
	The head element identifies the first part of your HTML-coded document that contains the title. The title is shown as part of your browser's window.

	TITLE
	The title element contains your document title and identifies its content in a global context. The title is typically displayed in the title bar at the top of the browser window.

	BODY
	The second--and largest--part of your HTML document is the body, which contains the content of your document (displayed within the text area of your browser window). The tags explained below are used within the body of your HTML document. 

	Headings
	HTML has six levels of headings, numbered 1 through 6, with 1 being the largest. Headings are typically displayed in larger and/or bolder fonts than normal body text. The first heading in each document should be tagged <H1>.

Syntax: <Hy>Text of heading </Hy>

Where y is a number between 1 and 6 specifying the level of the heading.1 is the max font size.

	Paragraphs
	Unlike documents in most word processors, any amount of spaces, linefeeds, and carriage returns – will be compressed into a single space when your HTML document is displayed in a browser.

A Web browser starts a new paragraph only when it encounters another <P> tag.

You can center a paragraph by including the ALIGN=alignment attribute in your source file. 

    <P ALIGN=CENTER>

    This is a centered paragraph.

    </P>

It is also possible to align a paragraph to the right instead, by including the ALIGN=RIGHT attribute. ALIGN=LEFT is the default alignment; if no ALIGN attribute is included, the paragraph will be left aligned.

	Unnumbered Lists
	To make an unnumbered, bulleted list, start with an opening list <UL> (for unnumbered list) tag, enter the <LI> (list item) tag followed by the individual item; no closing </LI> tag is needed. End the entire list with a closing list </UL> tag 

Syntax:

    <UL>

    <LI> item1

    <LI> item2

    <LI> item3

    </UL>

	Numbered Lists
	A numbered list (ordered list) is identical to an unnumbered list, except it uses <OL> instead of <UL>. The items are tagged using the same <LI> tag.

Syntax:

    <OL>

    <LI> item1

    <LI> item2

    <LI> item3

    </OL>



	Preformatted Text
	Use the<PRE> tag to generate text in a fixed-width font. This tag also makes spaces, new lines, and tabs significant -- multiple spaces are displayed as multiple spaces, and lines break in the same locations as in the source HTML file. This is useful for program listings, among other things.

Syntax:

    <PRE>

      #include “mylib.h”

    </PRE>

	Forced Line Breaks
	The <BR> tag forces a line break with no extra (white) space between lines. Using <P> elements for short lines of text such as postal addresses results in unwanted additional white space.

Syntax:

    Introduction to Hypertext & Hypermedia<BR>

    Lecture 1<BR>

    HTML<BR>

	Horizontal Rules
	The <HR> tag produces a horizontal line the width of the browser window. A horizontal rule is useful to separate major sections of your document. 

You can vary a rule's size (thickness) and width (the percentage of the window covered by the rule). Experiment with the settings until you are satisfied with the presentation.

Syntax: 

<HR SIZE=4 WIDTH="50%">


