God’s Covenant with Abraham II

And the Birth of Issac

Gensis 17:1-27; 21:1-7

Recap of last week:
The story of Lot and his family - What went wrong to begin with? Gen 13:12-13.

God established His covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15:4-5 -
What was Abram’s first reaction? Genensis 15:6

Some years later, what did Abram do, thinking he could help God to fulfill His Promise to him? Genesis 16:1-4

Class Scripture: Psalm 108:4

Home Verses: Romans 4:16-17

God renewed His covenant -

A. Class reading - Genesis 17:1-27, 21:1-7

B. What are the promises to Abraham?

· An everlasting covenant v.5-7

· An everlasting possession v. 8

· A son born to him and Sarah

C. How old was Abraham at the time? And Sarah?

D. What can we learn from Abraham? Rom 4:20-21

E. Is Abraham father of his people only? 

God’s promise to him is much greater than that. Rom 4:16-17. His name was changed from Abram ( Exalted father) to Abraham (Father of many nations)

What significance is this to us today?

These promises to Abraham are not only tremendously exciting to a descendant of Abraham, but also for a person who is not a descendant. They are no longer left out.

Under the terms of the Renewed Covenant with Jesus Christ, anyone regardless of lineage who believes in following what Jesus Christ said and lives accordingly, now is grafted into the promises. Anyone can develop a personal relationship with God, as did Abraham "the father of the faithful". By obeying God in faith as did Abraham, we too can inherit the promises. We are heirs, not yet inheritors. The promises of eternal life still go to Abraham's descendants, but now a Gentile Christian can also inherit the promises.
This is the most exciting news of all! 
