God’s Promises to Abraham
Goal:  To learn how God made promises and fulfilled his promises by studying Abraham’s life. 
Bible verses:     Galatians 3:8-9

                  8 ..... “ All nations will be blessed through you [ Abraham ]”

                  9 So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

Homework verses:

Agenda:

8:20 - 8:25   Opening prayer and welcome new friends.

8:25 – 8:35   Introduction 

- Goal of today’s lesson
- Who is Abraham and why study him?

· Abraham lived about 4000 years ago in the area of Ur(Iraq), Haran (Turkey) and Canaan (Israel).

· He was a great man and was called as ‘friend of God’, ‘Father of all nations’ and ‘man of faith’. 

· He was called by God and received multiple promises from God.  Some promised was fulfilled in his lifetime; others was fulfilled in the next few hundred years; the biggest promise is to be fulfilled when Jesus come back.

· The promises God made to him can apply to us too.

8:35-8:45      Write Bible verse Galatians 3:8-9 

8:45-9:10       Video clips & lectures
1. Living in Haran  (clips) 
Abram lived in a place where he was surrounded by people worship many false gods for their daily needs – money, children, marriage, health, etc. 

2. God called him to leave and gave him promise (clips)
He did not really know God but he knew this is the real God and he decided to follow Him despite the risks.

3. Abraham took his people and left Haran (clips)
Travel to an unknown land is a scary thing.  Let’s see what he is facing with his decision.
4. God added more promises to him 
5. When famine came, he is scared and lost his faith. 

· He left the promised land and went to Egypt.
· He lied about his relationship between him and Sarai

· He went back to Canaan
9:10-9:40     Group activities 

                     1. Imagine if you are going to a school of different religion (Buddhist school, schools in Utah with mostly Mormons).  You are surrounded by people who are worship other gods.
· What may have happened daily that conflict with your religion?

· In what situation or what kind of people are more likely to lose faith or to compromise.

· What can you or your family do to keep the faith                      

Homework

Matt 1

1A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham
Hebrews 11:39-40 

 39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
Galatians 3:27-29  

27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

God’s Promises to Abraham

Gen 12

The Call of Abram 

 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

 2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing. 

 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you." 

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring [a] I will give this land."

Gen 13

14 The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring [a] forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."

Genesis 15

God's Covenant With Abram 

 1 After this [refuse to take anything from Sodom], the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
       "Do not be afraid, Abram. 
       I am your shield, [a] 
       your very great reward. [b] " 

 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit [c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 

 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

 7 He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it." 

 8 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?" 

 9 So the LORD said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon." 

 10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 

 12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13 Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure." 

 17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river [d] of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates- 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites."

