Prepare Yourself to be a Servant 
Storing God’s Word in Your Heart

 Agenda for 02/02/2007

Recap for last weeks’ topic
· Knowing Christ

· Growing in Christ (discipleship)

i. Four good habits of discipleship

· Regular time alone with God

· Prayer

· Giving

· Fellowship

· Serving Christ

The first and most important thing in our lives is to know God.  To know that He is our Creator and Christ is our Savior.  We need to know God’s redemption plan is the only way for us to be saved. 
Once we are saved we have the promise of eternity but we must not stop here.  We need to seek to grow spiritually to be more like Christ. This is what Discipleship is all about.  If we don’t grow, we may have salvation but we will not be rewarded in the future, nor will we enjoy the benefits as a Christian on earth.  We will struggle with sin, fear, temptations and dark powers by ourselves, missing the peace and joy and fruitful lives God planned for us.

God gives all kinds of gifts to us so we can serve Him, other believers and non-believers.  However, we need to be worthy instruments to be chosen and we need to be good testimonies when we serve.  We need to grow spiritually.  
Storing God’s Word in our heart

Why should we store God’s word in our heart?

1. Help in avoiding sin
Ps 119:11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

2. Comfort in suffering
Ps 119:50 This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life. 

3. Guidance
Ps 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

4. Victory over temptation
Mt 4:4 But he answered, "It is written, ' Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" (This is from the account of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness. Jesus answered each of Satan's temptations by saying, 'It is written...' then quoting a Scripture from memory.) 

5. Always be prepared to answer or encourage others with scriptures
First Peter 3:15 says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
Application: How to memorize God’s word?
         Quiet time with God

· Stay where you are or find a quiet corner in classroom

· Select a verse from the Scripture chart  

· Pray to God that He will reveal the meaning of the verse to you

· Read it

· Read the chapter to understand the context

· Re-read the passage at least ten times

· Write it out on a index card

i. On one side, copy the verse

ii. On the other side, put down 

1. Why you choose this verse

2. What does this chapter talked about
3. What impresses you or touches you in this verse or in this chapter

· Go over your cards at least ten times
         Share with your spiritual partner

· Break into groups by grade and gender

· Find a partner in your group

· Tell your partner 
i. Why you choose this verse

ii. What does this chapter talked about

iii. What impresses you or touches you in this verse or in this chapter

· Have your partner test you on your verse

        Pray with your partner 

· To pray for the fellowship

· To pray for your family

· To pray for your partner to grow in Christ 

· Any particular prayer request your friend has 

How to memorize God’s word
The simple basic plan:
1. Select a passage that is meaningful to you. May be a verse that relates to your current situation and gives you encouragement.
2. Pray over it. 
3. Read it. 
4. Read the chapter to know its context. 
5. Re-read the passage at least ten times. 
6. Write it out on a small card. 
7. Go over your card at least ten times.
Put it away and in a few hours or a day, pick up the card and re-read it several times. In a few days, you should have it memorized!
Scripture Memory Verses

	Christ-Centered   

	New Creation
	2 Cor. 5:17
	Col. 2:6
	Col. 2:9,10

	Christ Centered
	John 15:5
	Phil. 1:6
	Gal. 2:20

	Word Centered
	Matt. 4:4
	Acts 20:32
	Col. 3:16

	Prayer Centered
	John 16:24
	Matt. 21:22
	1 John 5:14,15

	Obedience
	John 14:21
	John 15:10,14
	Heb. 5:8

	Witnessing
	1 John 1:3
	Acts 1:8
	1 Pet. 3:15

	 

	Salvation 

	Fact of Sin
	Rom. 3:23
	John 3:19
	Rom. 3:12

	Penalty of Sin
	Rom. 6:23
	Heb. 9:27
	Rom. 5:12

	Penalty Paid
	Rom. 5:8
	1 Pet. 3:18
	1 Cor. 15:3,4

	Salvation a Gift
	Eph. 2:8,9
	Rom. 3:24
	Titus 3:5

	Must Receive
	John 1:12
	Rev. 3:20
	Rom. 10:9,10

	Assurance
	1 John 5:11,12
	John 5:24
	1 John 5:13

	 

	Lord's Promises 

	Forgiveness
	1 John 1:9
	Eph. 1:7
	1 John 2:1,2

	Comfort
	1 Pet. 5:7
	2 Cor. 1:3,4
	Matt. 11:28

	Victory
	1 Cor. 10:13
	1 John 5:4,5
	2 Cor. 2:14

	Rewards
	1 Cor. 15:58
	2 Cor. 5:10
	2 Tim. 4:8

	Inheritance
	Rom. 8:16,17
	1 Pet. 1:3,4
	Titus 3:7

	Second Coming
	1 Thess. 4:16,17
	Titus 2:12,13
	John 14:2,3

	 

	Commands 

	Follow Christ
	Luke 9:23
	1 John 2:6
	1 Pet 2:21

	Separate from World
	2 Cor. 6:17,18
	Rom. 12:2
	1 John 2:15,16

	Strong in Temptation
	Jam. 1:12
	1 Cor. 16:13
	1 Pet. 1:6,7

	Endure Suffering
	Phil 1:29
	1 Pet. 4:12,13
	Heb. 12:3

	Spiritual Warfare
	Eph. 6:10,11
	1 Tim. 6:11,12
	2 Tim. 2:3,4

	Go 
	John 20:21
	2 Cor. 5:19,20 
	Mark 16:15

	 

	Spiritual Fruit 

	Love 
	John 13:34,35
	1 John 3:23
	Gal. 5:22,23

	Joy
	John 15:11
	Phil. 4:4
	2 Cor. 6:10

	Peace
	John 14:27
	John 16:33
	Phil. 4:6,7

	Patience
	Heb. 10:36
	James 1:2-4
	1 Pet. 2:20

	Faith
	Acts 27:25
	Heb. 11:6
	Rom. 4:20,21

	Humility
	Phil. 2:3,4
	Matt. 20:26,27
	1 Pet. 5:5,6

	 

	God's Word 

	Inspiration
	2 Tim. 3:16
	2 Pet. 1:20,21
	1 Thess. 2:13

	Read It
	Rev. 1:3
	1 Tim. 4:13
	Deut. 17:19

	Study It
	Acts 17:11
	2 Tim. 2:15
	Ps. 119:9,11

	Love It
	Ps. 138:2
	Jer. 15:16
	Job 23:12

	Meditate on It
	Ps. 1:2,3
	Josh. 1:8
	Ps. 119:148

	Hear It
	Rom. 10:17
	James 1:22
	Luke 11:28


