Sacrifice Brings Forth the Blessings of Heaven
I have been asked to discuss sacrifice in the context of our lives today.  

The word sacrifice means literally “to make sacred,” or “to render sacred.” Sacrifice is defined as “the act of giving up something valued for the sake of something else more important or worthy.”   The Prophet Joseph in his sixth lecture on faith gives probably the best overview of a subject which is vital.  The Prophet said, 

“An actual knowledge to any person, that the course of life which he pursues is according to the will of God, is essentially necessary to enable him to have that confidence in God without which no person can obtain eternal life … and unless they have an actual knowledge that the course they are pursuing is according to the will of God they will grow weary in their minds and faint … It was through this sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; and it is through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God. … “
 “It is in vain for persons to fancy to themselves that they are heirs with those, or can be heirs with them, who have offered their all in sacrifice, and by this means obtain faith in God and favor with him so as to obtain eternal life, unless they, in like manner, offer unto him the same sacrifice, and through that offering obtain the knowledge that they are accepted of him.

“…and where faith is weak the persons will not be able to contend against all opposition, tribulations, and afflictions which they will have to encounter in order to be heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ Jesus; and they will grow weary in their minds, and the adversary will have power over them and destroy them.” (Lectures on Faith, 1891 ed., 6:2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12.)

· Think about what the prophet said and reflect on the nature and extent of our sacrifices.  How do we make our life sacred through sacrifice?  We’ll return to the question repeatedly through out our discussion.
· Orson Spencer and his family.  It is important to reflect on the worthy sacrifices of other:  The Savior, the prophets and others.  This reflection helps us discover  patterns and examples for our own lives and motivate us.  I’d like to focus on the exemplary life of one such family.   
· Twenty years ago, I had occasion to play the part of Orson Spencer in a ward stage presentation commemorating the founding of the Primary organization by Aurelia Spencer Rogers.  I was touched by this simple musical presentation, but did not fully comprehend its significance until many years later. This article in the Friend provides the contexts for that families sacrifice: 
From “Remembering Father’s Counsel,” Friend, Aug. 1974, p 15
The little log cabin in Winter Quarters was not quite finished, but Orson Spencer and his six children moved into it anyway. They were anxious to get settled before Father left for England where he had been called by President Brigham Young to publish a newspaper for the Church.  (He was also president of the English Mission.)
Father had told Ellen, who had just turned 14, and Aurelia, who was 12, that they were to be “little mothers” to the four younger children. The baby, Lucy, was only three years old. Their mother had died soon after the family left Nauvoo, so their father ferried them across the Missouri River and then hurried to build the cabin before he left.

He bought eight cows so there would be plenty of milk to drink and enough to sell. They also owned a horse that was to be sold to buy food.

Two of the girls were just recovering from an illness when late in the fall their father said good-bye to them. Friends in neighboring cabins had agreed to help the children if they were needed.

The winter was long, cold, and lonely. Many people in the little community died. Among them were several friends of the Spencer children.

Aurelia wrote in her diary, “We got through the first part of the winter pretty well but it was uncommon in its severity. Our horse and all our cows but one died. Therefore, we had no milk or butter. Our provisions had also nearly given out so that in the spring and summer following we really suffered for something to eat. Part of the time we had nothing but cornmeal, which was stirred up with water and baked on a griddle. Many a night I went to bed without supper, having to wait until I was hungry enough to eat our poor fare.”

Then one day late in the fall of 1847, President Brigham Young went to visit the Spencer’s one-room log cabin. He found it neat and the children clean. Their father had been gone about a year when the Saints began making preparations to start their move to the mountains in the west the following spring.

The children told President Young that their father wrote often to them, making suggestions as to what they should wear, how to comb their hair, what to do if they became ill, and how to take care of each other. They brought out the last letter they had received. After President Young read it, he told them he had a very important matter for them to think about. He asked, “What would you say if your father stayed in England at least another year? We need him there.”

The children looked at each other and then waited for Ellen to speak since she was the oldest. “If it is thought best,” Ellen said quietly, “we would like it so, for we want to do for the best.”

All the other children agreed. They remembered that Father had once written, “Though He slay us, we should trust in Him, and all will be right.”

They had faith in their father, in his counsel, and in their Father in heaven. And so in the spring of 1848, the Spencer children, with determination and grateful hearts, began their preparations to move west with the Saints.

· Apply this example now to our own lives:  Are we making our lives sacred through sacrifice in ways that bless our children eternally? Are we faithful in ways that makes bless our children by example?   Do they see in us faithful examples of Home Teachers or Primary teachers or ward leaders who when called upon to sacrifice do so with a thankful heart?  Do we attend tithing settlement together with our children?  Do they see us praying and studying the scriptures?  Do they have faith in our counsel because they have seen you sacrifice?

· Orson Spencer and his family were examples to us.  We can learn from their lives.  And what is it that we may learn? The prophet Joseph explains the law of sacrifice,  the same principle the Savior taught the rich young ruler, in these words: 
 “A religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary [to lead] unto life and salvation; for, from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things. It was through this sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; and it is through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God. …  (In Lectures on Faith, comp. N. B. Lundwall, Salt Lake City: N. B. Lundwall, n.d., p. 58.)

· Again let’s pause for a moment. How long has it been since you made a righteous sacrifice when called upon by the spirit or God’s servants?  And do you think of Christ’s sacrifice for you often?” 
“The spirit … beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” What is the conditional aspects of this will to which we may be heirs?  If it so be that we “suffer with him.” (Acts 17:28-29; Rom. 8:16-17.)

· Recall what the Prophet Joseph said again:
“It is in vain for persons to fancy to themselves that they are heirs with those, or can be heirs with them, who have offered their all in sacrifice, and by this means obtain faith in God and favor with him so as to obtain eternal life, unless they, in like manner, offer unto him the same sacrifice, and through that offering obtain the knowledge that they are accepted of him.

· More about the Spencer Family.  More recently, I learn more about the Spencer family which further strengthened my faith and determination.   I found out why the children were so willing to sacrifice. I learned the full story of sacrifice by their parents.  Take the example of their mother Catharine Curtis Spencer:
She married Orson Spencer, who as a pastor at a prestigious church in Boston gave up a promising career.  Catharine had been reared in Boston as a cultured and refined daughter of a wealthy family. They both gave up a prosperous life to follow the truth they had learned from missionaries.  She and Orson had six children. Her health suffered from the exposure and hardships her family experienced when forced by persecutions to leave Nauvoo in the midst of a harsh Midwestern winter.  Orson Spencer wrote to Catherine’s parents and asked if she could return to live with them while he established a home for his family in the West. Their reply: “Let her renounce her degrading faith, and she can come back—but never until she does.”

Elder Thomas Monson describes what happened:  “Sister Spencer would not renounce her faith. When her parents’ letter was read to her, she asked her husband to get his Bible and read to her from the book of Ruth as follows: “Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.” 
“Outside the storm raged, the wagon covers leaked, and friends held milk pans over Sister Spencer’s head to keep her dry. In these conditions, and without a word of complaint, she closed her eyes for the last time.”
“This is the spirit of serving God. This is the spirit of putting Him first in our lives. Though we may not necessarily forfeit our lives in service to our God, we can certainly demonstrate our love for Him by how well we serve Him. He who hears our silent prayers, He who observes our unheralded acts will reward us openly when the need comes.”
· Here is that question again: What are we doing to make our life sacred through sacrifice when called upon?   Such as effective preparation to teach a Sunday school class, preparing to go on a mission as a young man or as as retired couples? Such as attending the temple frequently?
· When we summon the faith and courage to sacrifice to bless the lives of family and others it may be so hard that we are tempted to turn back.  One of my wife’s favorite scriptures was given to us by Ammon regarding the thirteen year mission of he and his brothers:  “Now when our hearts were depressed, and we were about to turn back, behold, the Lord comforted us, and said: Go amongst thy brethren, the Lamanites, and bear with patience thine afflictions, and I will give unto you success.”  Alma 26:26-27

· Less than four months after the Church was organized, persecution had become intense, and the leaders had to seek safety in partial seclusion.  The Lord gave this revelations to strengthen, encourage, and instruct them his persecuted people”  “Be patient in afflictions, for thou shalt have many; but endure them, for, lo, I am with thee, even unto the end of thy days.  Attend to thy calling and thou shalt have wherewith to magnify thine office…” D&C 24:8–9

Inherent in these scriptures is the promise of blessings when we make out lives sacred through sacrifice and endure to the end.  

Examining the lives of Catherine and Orson Spenser, by worldly standards we could not see the blessings.  Neither Orson and Catherine lived to a ripe old age.  They did not live to see their grandchildren grow up.  Where then are the blessings?  
· Orson presided over the British mission at a critical time.  He not only corrected serious problems in the mission, but presided over phenomenal growth.  Many including my own family have been blessed by this family’s sacrifice as many of my ancestors were part of the harvest over which Orson Spenser presided. 
· Their daughter honored their legacy not only by raising her family well, but instigating and presiding over the first Primary organization for children.  Thousands of young lives have since been blessed to know that they are a Child of God and dear in his sight through Primary.
· Orson and Catherine have reached out over the decades to bless the lives of thousands upon thousands because they made their life sacred through sacrifice.

Truly these worthy souls gave up something valued for the sake of something else more important or worthy.  In this they followed the our Heavenly Father’s example who gave his only begotten Son to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.    

