A Walk in the Past
The First Rescue

In October of 1856 when President Brigham Young learned that the Willie and Martin Handcart Companies and the Hunt and Hodgett Wagon Companies were still on the plains, he organized a rescue effort to bring them to the Salt Lake Valley. On October 5, 1856 he stated, "I will tell you all that your faith, religion, and profession of religion, will never save one soul of you in the celestial kingdom of our God, unless you carry out just such principles as I am now teaching you. Go and bring in those people now on the Plains, and attend strictly to those things which we call temporal, ... otherwise your faith will be in vain." The snow stranded Handcart and Wagon Companies were found on the high plains of Wyoming and assisted to Salt Lake City.
The Second Rescue

Throughout his service as a counselor in the Stake Presidency and then as the President of the Riverton Wyoming Stake, President Robert Scott Lorimer has always felt a special spirit associated with the Rock Creek Hollow site. There thirteen members of the Willie Handcart Company are buried in a common grave and two others of that Company are buried nearby. Early in 1991 while traveling to conduct some Stake business, the Stake Presidency were discussing why they felt such an urgency to receive computers and software for conducting family history research. Then very distinctly President Lorimer received the revelation, "It's the Willie's people! Their temple work hasn't been done." That evening using the new family history software developed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, they confirmed that many of those buried at Rock Creek Hollow did not have all their temple ordinances performed vicariously in their behalf. 
On July 21, 1991, during a special Riverton Wyoming Stake meeting a call was extended to members of the Stake to rescue again the Willie and Martin Handcart Companies - not a temporal rescue but a spiritual rescue. At that meeting President Lorimer stated, "The spirit that you have felt has been theirs. They beg you and ask you to be faithful. Don't turn back before you get to Fort Bridger. Get the work done! And let it be our byword, that of President Hinckley, `People of the Riverton Wyoming Stake do not stop. Please do not stop until this is done. "'
A Walk in the Past

Objective 1:  Encourage Youth to begin thinking about building a Legacy:

As “I walked in the footsteps of our pioneers along the Mormon Trail. . . I wondered why our dedicated ancestors suffered so terribly and yet willingly faced such tremendous obstacles. Perhaps one reason they sacrificed and endured was to leave a legacy of faith for all of us to help us feel our urgent responsibility to move forward in building up the Church throughout the world. We need the same dedication today in every one of our footsteps as the pioneers had in theirs.  --Elder M. Russell Ballard

Objective 2:   Encourage Youth  to begin thinking  about the Temple and the Spirit of Elijah in their lives: 

“The spirit of Elijah is active in the impetus . . . toward finding and cherishing family members and family ties past and present . . . spirit of Elijah is the spirit of love that may eventually overcome all human family estrangements. . . .the priesthood power can bind generations together in eternal family relationships and "seal the children to the fathers and fathers to the children" within the gospel of Jesus Christ (WJS, p. 329)”   --Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol. 2, Spirit of Elijah, 

At the Stake Center:
1. The Brigham Young (Pres. Balls) introduces  program including Legacy video Thursday Night with appropriate comments.
At Ensign Ranch:

1. The Trek begins- “Brigham Young” provides encouraging words emphasizing that in Zion whey will become a Zion people and build a temple to the Lord.  Hand Cart Companies are formed with captains: 
· Millard
· Morgan
· Bement
· Wing
2. Trek Families are joined by a “special family” who will Trek with them but not interact with them.  The Jens Neilson family will appear mysteriously along the trail.  They will be a cipher and a matter of curiosity through out the trip.  The family includes Jens and Elise Neilsen, their son Niels and Bodil Mortinsen.  They appear well dressed in period costumes.  
3. At the first crest – The Trekkers stop 
· for some refreshment and games focusing on faith, family teamwork and trust.  
· The “special family” remains at a distance.  Watching, but not participating.
· “Special family in tableau vivant mourning the loss of a loved one.
· Several distinguished visitors arrive
4. Mormon Battalion  - In July 1846, under the authority of U.S. Army Captain James Allen and with the encouragement of Mormon leader Brigham Young, the Mormon Battalion was mustered in at Council Bluffs, Iowa Territory.  The Story telling continues:
a. “Captain Allen” Arrived on Horse back at the resting place before the hard road. ("I have fallen in love with your people. I love them as I never loved a people before." He was a friend to the uttermost.” JD)  
b. “Capt Allen” delivers Pres. Polk’s call to join the “Army of the West.” 

c. “Brigham Young” explains the need for the Battalion: 
d. Young Men are separated and blaze a very difficult trail back down the trail to the other high road.

e. At an appropriate resting spot the Young Men “Brigham Young” tells them  stories about Mormon Battalion soldiers “Henry Bigler”  (Chosing God over Gold)  and “Ephriam Hanks” ( A Faithful Young Man who was prepared to serve)   The young men meet and greet  “Young Ephriam Hanks” who is in Frontier attire and on horseback greets the young men. Young Man continue their Trek to the Crest of the hill. 

5. Women’s Trek – Among the many women experienced challenges on the Trek west.  Joseph  F. Smith’s mother is an outstanding example of faith, courage and competence.
f. “Joseph F. Smith”  speaks to the sisters of Zion.  

g. “Joseph F. Smith”  introduces “Young Aurilia Spencer Rogers “ who recounts her experiences.  
h. “Joseph F. Smith” returns to tells about his mother Mary Fielding Smith.  
i. “Young Mary Fielding Smith” tells of falling in love with and marrying Hyrum Smith.  She also tells about raising five step children and of Hyrum’s imprisonment and death.
j. “Joseph F. Smith” returns to tell of Mary Fielding Smith’s Trek.

k. “Mary Fielding Smith” speaks of beating the wagon train to the valley.

l. Young Women begin their difficult Trek up the hill
m. Young Men are invited to watch after the first third of the Women’s Trek but cannot help.  In the Last 3rd of the Trek everyone joins in to the crest of the hill.
6. Zion’s Camp on the Yakima River: Trek continues down hill to riverside camping spot.  While camp is being prepared: 

· Processing games continue

· In the evening around the twilight campfire Trekkers tell the “families” their pioneer history stories.

· “The Special Family” again appear quietly and mysteriously in camp but at a distance.  They very ragged.  Their cloths are very pale almost white. Jens is obviously unable to walk without help. 

· At breakfast, each Family selects one story to share with the entire camp. 

· More processing games in the morning.
7. The First Rescue:

· “Brigham Young” appears to give his Rescue Conference address.  
· “ “Brigham Young” tells the story of the rescue.  
· President Price then appears to tell of the first and second rescue.  He gathers the Trekkers around the river bank to tell the story of the first rescue and the four young rescuers.

·  “The Special Family”  appears the  with Elsie Neilson pulling and Jens in the cart wheel down to the water’s edge.  Jens is unable to walk and his feet are obviously bandaged.   Jens , Elsie, Neils and Bodil  stand forlornly wait to be rescued.  
· “C. Allen Huntington, George W. Grant, David P. Kimball, and Stephen W. Taylor”  re-enact the Martin’s Cove rescue by carrying Elsie and Jens across the river.   
· “Brigham Young” announces: “That act alone will ensure C. Allen Huntington, George W. Grant and David P. Kimball an everlasting salvation in the Celestial Kingdom of God, worlds without end.”
· Three of the strongest young men representing “C. Allen Huntington, George W. Grant and David P. Kimball” are assigned to rescue Niels and Elsie.
· “Neils and Bodil” remain standing forlornly on the other side 
8. The Second Rescue:

·   President Price tells the Trekkers why “Neils and Bodil” have not crossed to join their family on the opposite bank and explains the second rescue.

·  One young woman and one young man dressed in white ford the river to complete the Second Rescue by carrying “Neils and Bodil” across.
· Pres. Price speaks about the objectives of the Trek and ask the youth to process these experiences quietly.  

· The Trekkers ford the Yakima River to Ensign Ranch.  
9. The Trek Continues to the Valley
10. As the youth meet their families.  There is music, dancing and rejoicing , they are greeted by the cast “Brigham Young”,  “Ephriam Hanks”, “Mary Fielding Smith” , “Jens and Elsie Nielson“  and “Joseph F. Smith” who meet and mingle with the Saints in character.  Fiddlers and guitar pickers provide music.
Cast Requirements:
Speaking parts:
· President Brigham Young – Period costume can be shirt sleeves or suit

· Capt Allen – Mexican War military costume on horse back  horse

· ElderJoseph F. Smith – 40 ish with beard and later 1800’s costume
· Mary Fielding Smith – Widow of Hyrum Smith and Trekker

· Ephriam K, Hanks – Younger appearing  man in period outdoors man costume always on horseback / black powder rifle. 

· Stake presidency at the Stake Center
· Stake presidency at the river Crossing

Non-Speaking 
· C. Allen Huntington, George W. Grant, David P. Kimball, and Stephen W. Taylor – Rough and ready young men of faith in pioneer garb
· Dan Jones and band of rescuers  - Eager rescuers in pioneer garb 
· The Special Family – Jens, Elsie, and Neils Neilson and Bodil Mortinson who are mysterious family on a separate trek.  Their role is only reveled at the closing of the Trek.
Casting Suggestions:

· President Brigham Young – 



Pres. Balls
· Elder Joseph F. Smith – 



President Coleman
· Capt Allen – 





Bro. Mike Sharp 
· Mary Fielding Smith as Pioneer – 


Sis. Shauna Tyler 
· Ephriam K, Hanks – 




Bro. John Sharp
· C. Allen Huntington, George W. Grant, David P. Kimball,  









Three young men 
· Dan Jones and band of rescuers  - 

President Coffey and 
9th branch young men and women
· Special family





bishop and sister Maucotel their    
children and bishop Smith’s daughter
