This "T" chart and research plan I will use to try to prove or disprove the Northern Ireland birth as "our" Edward that I have before me. 

Proposition: Our progenitor is Edward Laird Christening 2 May 1776 (Source Carmoney Presbyterian Church— Sarah Barr born about 1790 Dromore or Dromora, Down , Ireland 

For the proposition: 

1. The Scottish naming pattern works with the oldest daughter and oldest son. 

2. Edward would have been age 35 and Sarah age 21 at the birth of their first child 

3. Sarah would have been 44 at the birth of her last child Alexander 

4. Carmoney is 8 miles from Carrickfergus (Boneybefore) 

5. Oral history refers to the Laird Estate. If it was truly an "estate" the history of plantations and estate development in Northern Ireland suggests an earlier date for the Laird family immigration. See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantation_of_Ulster and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantations_of_Ireland
Against the proposition: 

1. Edward would have been 64 at his death not 50 as reported in oral history 

2. Someone in the Laird household reported Scotland as the birth place of Edward Laird’s parents. in the 1880 Census. 

3. Edward would have been 59 at the birth of her last child Alexander 

4. Oral history referring to the Laird Estate may have been an aspiration reference to a smaller farm. This is likely as the owners of the "Estate" later asked for funds from James Laird according to Oral history.

As the matter is far from settled, I will pursue these research plans to see if this proposition can be verified or dismissed. 

A logical place to start is with the land records. If Edward was the first owner of the "Laird Estate" it would add credence to the Lanark Scotland theory. If the land had been in the family for many years, we would have a strong case for the Carmoney birth theory and perhaps more information on fathers from whom the land may have been inherited. 

At the same time, I will pursue a marriage record for Sarah Barr and Edward Laird either in Antrim County, North Ireland and/ or Lanark, Scotrland and evidence of immigration from Scotland before 1811 when their first child was born in Bonneybefore, Northern Ireland.

Marilyn Myers writes:

Hi, Richard, thank you for responding so quickly. I have no doubt that there is an Edward Laird chr 2 May 1776 in Carmoney. I just feel the attached burial record eliminates him as "our" Edward. If he was "ours", he would have been 59 when Alexander was born - not impossible but improbable. There is also 5 years between their first two children - enough time for yet another child to fit the naming pattern. Although I am not sure they followed it or there would be a son Moses. Alexander must be an important name to them for two sons to be named that. 

Remember, "our" James in the 1880 census in Mt Dell listed Scotland as the birthplace of both of his parents. Ireland is listed as the birthplace for both of Mary's parents. 

Marilyn Myers writes:

Hi, folks, this is to let you know that Moira Taylor of Glasgow has successfully disproved that "our" Edward is the one born in Carnwath. She found the said Edward on both the 1841 and the 1851 census in Scotland. With this information plus the burial ground record in Ballylinney that has Edward Laird died 4/7/1842 age 86 (b.1776) and buried next to his wife Elizabeth, d. 11/12/1844 age 86, I think it puts us back to looking for yet another Edward Laird. 

Moira is one of our cousins. She is a descendant of Mary the daughter of Edward Laird and Sarah Barr. She is the one who helped me locate the marriage certificates of Alexander Laird and Barbara Ross plus the one for Barbara Ross Laird and William Ross. 

I hope things are going well for all of you, Marilyn

==================================================

We have and interesting situation.  There are two different well documented records about Edward Laird who according to oral family history by Sarah Valeria Winmill

Edward Laird was born in the year 1795 at Carmony, Ireland. Sarah Barr, the daughter of Moses Barr and Margaret was born 1795 in Dumore [Dromore], [County] Down Ireland. The following children were born to Edward and Sarah: Margaret, born 1811; Alexander 1805; Mary 1820; James 1825 and Sarah 1830. James said of his parents, “They were dyed-in-the-wool Methodists. In my youth, I thought father a stern disciplinarian, and read the old Bible too much to his family. Later in life I learned to appreciate their honesty in what they believed to be right. The Bible, which father read daily and taught faithfully as he understood it, I learned how to appreciate later." The family lived on a farm or estate as it was called in Ireland. Boneybefore, Antrim County, Ireland. Grandmother told of a large red barn with a sign, “Laird Estate." Edward, (James' Father) died at his home at the age of 51 in 1840. In the year 1880, Sarah (James' Mother) died at the age of 84 in the same place. The Laird Estate remained in the family for years. 

There are two well documented pedigrees.  This means we need to concentrate on proving which of the forks in the road is correct.  Both sources have logical reasons for believing they may be correct and both have unresolved issues.   

A logical place to start is with the land records.  If Edward was the first owner of the “Laird Estate”  it would add credence to the Lanark Scotland theory.  If the land had been in the family for many years, we would have a strong case for the Carmoney birth theory and  perhaps more information on fathers from whom the land may have been inherited.  

At the same time, we could pursue a marriage record for Sarah Barr and Edward Laird either in Antrim County, North Ireland and/ or Lanark, Scotrland and evidence of immigration from Scotland before 1811 when their first child was born in Bonneybefore, Northern Ireland.  

Melba, can you scan copies of Universal Genealogist’s documentation to help us get started?  I’ll check into what might be done on the land records and immigration records.  

From  Universal Genealogist’s  PAF:- Carmoney Birth Theory

Proposition:  Our progenitor is Edward Laird  Christening 2 May 1776  (Source Carmoney Presbyterian Church— Sarah Barr born about 1790 Dromore or Dromora, Down , Ireland
For the proposition:

1. The Scottish naming pattern works with the oldest daughter and oldest son. 

2. Edward would have been age 35 and Sarah age 21 at the birth of their first child 

3. Sarah would have been 44 at the birth of her last child Alexander
4. Carmoney is 8 miles from Carrickfergus (Boneybefore) 
5. Oral history refers to the Laird Estate.  If it was truly an “estate”  the history of plantations and estate development in Northern Ireland suggests an earlier date for the Laird family  See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantation_of_Ulster and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantations_of_Ireland
Against the proposition: 

1. Edward would have been 64 at his death not 50. As reported in oral history

2. Someone in the Laird household reported Scotland as the birth place of Edward  Laird’s  parents. 1880 Census report

3. Sarah would have been 59 at the birth of her last child Alexander

4. Oral history referring to the Laird Estate may have been an aspiration reference of a smaller farm.  This is likely as the owners of the “Estate” later asked for funds from James Laird.   

As the matter is far from settled, I will pursue  these research plans to see if this proposition can be verified or dismissed.  

A logical place to start is with the land records.  If Edward was the first owner of the “Laird Estate”  it would add credence to the Lanark Scotland theory.  If the land had been in the family for many years, we would have a strong case for the Carmoney birth theory and  perhaps more information on fathers from whom the land may have been inherited.

At the same time, we could pursue a marriage record for Sarah Barr and Edward Laird either in Antrim County, North Ireland and/ or Lanark, Scotrland and evidence of immigration from Scotland before 1811 when their first child was born in Bonneybefore, Northern Ireland.

Carmoney Antrim Ireland

With this scenario:

1, The Scottish naming pattern works with the oldest daughter and oldest son.

2. Edward would have been age 35 and Sarah age 21 at the birth of their first child

3. Edward would have been 64 at his death not 50.

4, Carmoney  is 8 miles from Carrickfergus (Boneybefore)

------------------------------------------------------------------

From  Marilyn Myers PAF: - Lanark  Birth Theory

Edward Laird Born 29 Nov 1795  (Extracted birth and/or christening record for: Carnwath, Lanark, Scotland, Batch #: C116322, Source Call #: 1042970, 102895.)  

Carnwath, Lanark, Scotland
Married in 1810

Sarah Barr born: 11 Mar 1796

Gorbals, Lanark, Scotland

With this scenario:

1. The Scottish naming convention does not apply here

2. Edward would have been age 16 and Sarah age 15 at the birth of their first child.

3. Edward would have died at age 45

4. Lanark is 146 miles from Carrickfergus (Boneybefore)

