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E2

Poetry Unit

Exploring the Narrative Poem


Annabel

Annabel Lee, a beautiful maiden had a glorious life in a kingdom by the sea.  She lived a grand and glorious life with no thought other than the careless idea of love.  She had a life filled with compassion by her long time boyfriend, who cares for her very deeply.  From the boyfriend’s description, Annabel is godlike…and is an angel.

Plot/Characters

Annabel and her lover, the speaker in this poem, live in a surreal utopia in a castle by the sea.  Their lives are filled with joy, happiness and love, which is positively conveyed through the poem.  These two both love each other, but as the story progresses, Annabel is “Shut up in a sepulcher” and dies, leaving the boyfriend behind, heart broken and hysterical, nonetheless.

Setting

The setting of this poem: in a castle by the sea, adds a significant “fairy tale mood” to the poem making it sound almost untrue.  As the speaker talks about the wind coming from the ocean, the cloudy nights, and the “like – heaven” atmosphere, the reader can picture this magical place, having all a person could ask for.
Annabel Lee:  Born…Grew up in love…died with happiness…Left her lover behind, devastated.  Annabel Lee, with even the rhyme in her name, is a fairy tale character, someone everyone wishes they were like in some form or way. 
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