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“The universe is more like music than matter,” they say.  That exact statement is related to at least one woman’s life.  Adele Charlotte Backer, my great-grandmother was born on a hot summer day in 1907, in the United States to Gussie and David.  From day one, music was life.  From her early days of piano playing, through music at movie houses, until her amazed audiences in her later years, Adele showed an extraordinary talent, passion, and love for the most neglected thing in our society. Music.

From an early age, Adele possessed something that not many people had.  When first introduced to the piano at age 5, she studied day in and day out.  Perfectionism is the wrong word to describe her aspirations; it was so much more than that.  Adele wanted everything to be precise and exact, so late nights and early mornings at the piano were a norm.  With time piano became second nature to her.  Adele could pick out key points in the music that allowed her to retain her musical thoughts and ideas.  This memorization led her to amazingly play every song she knew by heart, and still improvise to fit the mood of the occasion.  As a teenager, Adele experienced the debut of silent movies.  Right away, she jumped into the business as a “Photo Player.”  As one of these highly talented people, she would sit down at a piano in a silent movie, and play a totally original tune to fit the mood of the film being displayed.  During happy moments, for example, high pitched noises and quick short notes would be played, as slow, short, and low notes would accompany mysterious moods.  This unique job brought in a lot of money, due to the fact that few could take on the difficult task.  Adele envied this challenge without a doubt in her mind.  All the money she earned went straight to her mother.  Adele’s pay…Twenty-Five cents. Adele would buy bags and bags of candy with this one quarter!  While playing the following days and practicing for her own enjoyment, she’d eat the candy down to the very last bit!  This left her with a will to do her utmost best, and rotting teeth.  In addition, Adele loved to play duets with her sister, Dorothy, and the results were mind boggling, the sound was beautiful.  Eventually, she made more money than her father. And life became simplified and easier.  Piano provided life for the family.

Adele grew older and her piano grew along with her as she married Herman Fisch.  Her musical ability helped their relationship and family prosper.  During whatever free time she had, she would play for banquets at hotels, at movie houses, and in café bands.  All the while earning a large amount of money for her family.  When my Grandma and her brother were born, life was easy and carefree.  The family always took trips during the summer, and obtained private piano lessons for the children.  During my Grandma’s teenage years, she was able to attended Julliard School of Music, due to the enormous wealth, and continued to follow in her mother’s footsteps.  

As Adele Backer aged on, her mind faded away to the fate of Alzheimer’s disease but her musical talent followed a different path.  At the age of 94, Adele Charlotte Backer amazed audiences at her nursing home with the same aspirations and precision on the piano as her childhood years.  During events at the home and on other occasions, Adele provided entertainment and enjoyment to the rest of the occupants, as well as the guests and medical staff.  Her ability did not fade one bit.  Adele would often have friends sing the first line of a tune or melody, and she would add in the rest, making the end-product more pleasurable than anyone could ever imagine.  As time went by, names slipped away from her, places faded away, and time was at a loss of meaning.  Despite many hardships, the music progressed on the piano, and in Adele’s heart.  Sadly, September 18, 1998, Adele Charlotte Backer died, a major upset to all her “fans” and the hundreds who adored her.  Her, and her music will never be forgotten.

The music lives on…


