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A Mountain Railroad Spells Death for Grizzlies and Cubs

By JIM ROBBINS

Frequently appearing every day, 30 mile long freight trains travel on The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway, a rail artery that runs through of Glacier National Park and the northern boundary of the Great Bear Wilderness.  Along with trains, this area rich with wildlife is inhabited by grizzly bears, that are protected by a myriad of wildlife conservation acts and treaty’s, that should work to steady the bear population.  This is not the case, however, as the trains are becoming an increasing threat to the bear population.  At least 32 bears, including 9 cubs, have been killed by trains since 1980, three died last year.  These are only the accounted ones, while many are suspected to travel short distances to wade out their untimely death.  The are many reasons why the bears would be attracted to the trains, as it is common for grain to be accidentally jolted off the freight cars.  So, in turn, the bears would be attracted to, and eat the grain in the dark.  This, says wildlife conservationists , is when the bears move too close to the tracks, and are killed.  Another way these bears are suspected of being killed is when a family is separated by the oncoming train.  The bears can see through the bottom of the train, and become restless waiting for it to pass.  It may takes up to 1 ½ to 2 hrs to pass fully, so it is common that cubs will try to make it across between cars.  This is never successful, and the bear would obviously be killed instantly. All of this, happening to federally protected animals.  The opinions are mixed, as the railroad company claims to be taking measures to prevent this from happening.  Many disagree with this as, bears are killed year after year.  It is believed that trying to prevent this is “wishful thinking”, and all is being done to prevent this in the future.

