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‘So long as the Khalsa maintains his identity,


He shall remain imbued with my vitality.’


Guru Gobind Singh





On Vaisakhi day, 1699 AD, Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the tenth Guru held a large gathering of Sikhs at Anandpur. This momentous occasion marked the birth of the mighty Khalsa (Sikh Saint-Soldiers) On hearing Guruji’s request for someone to sacrifice their head for their faith, in turn, five noble Sikhs answered the Guru’s call. These five Sikhs were the known as the Panj Pyare  (the Five Beloved Ones). They undertook the initiation ceremony, Khande Ki Pahul (Amrit Baptism) In an unprecedented act, Guru Gobind Rai bowed down before the Panj Pyare and asked them to baptise him in the same way, and thus Guru Gobind Rai became Guru Gobind Singh of the Khalsa Panth.





The Khalsa Panth is a society of brotherhood, unity and purity marking the completion of an enduring and visionary Sikh movement begun 250 years earlier, by Guru Nanak Dev Ji. The names of the Panj Pyare are as follows;





Bhai Daya Singh Ji


Bhai Dharam Singh Ji


Bhai Himmat Singh Ji


Bhai Mohkam Singh Ji


Bhai Sahib Singh Ji





The Khalsa Panth was bestowed with a distinct and unique uniform by Guru Gobind Singh Ji. All Sikhs of the Khalsa were to adopt the Panj Kakkar (five K’s) ;


Kesh - (the long uncut hair) A complete human being must preserve all the hair on his body as essential and inseparable part of them.


Kanga - (comb) The comb is inseparable from the hair. Hair is a living tissue, but the dead hair which are uprooted on combing must be removed daily. 


Kara - (Iron bangle) This is symbolic of perfection, a reminder to the wearer to be mindful of their role as a spiritual aspirant and a useful citizen. The circle represents the infiniteness of Waheguru.


Kacchara - (Knee length shorts) A Sikh with their Kachh could actively go to the battlefields, work on any active secular or religious duty. This is a symbol of continence, and restraint of passion.


Kirpaan - (Sword)  Kirpaan is a gift from the Guru, it is to be used in defence of the weak and oppressed, protecting the birthright of freedom.
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