Accessibility Exercise
Step1

File: 
F:\Ursh\SeaPages\index.htm

Encoding: 
iso-8859-1

Doctype: 
HTML 4.01 Transitional

Errors: 
3

This page is not Valid HTML 4.01 Transitional!

Below are the results of attempting to parse this document with an SGML parser. 

1. Line 44, column 116: required attribute "ALT" not specified (explain...). 

2.   .../TopSide.gif" width="152" height="45"></td>
                                          ^
3. Line 45, column 32: there is no attribute "BACKGROUND" (explain...). 

4.       <td align="left" background="SeaPagesImages/Greyback.gif" bgcolor="#999999">
                                  ^
5. Line 92, column 103: required attribute "ALT" not specified (explain...). 

6.   ...ttomSide.gif" width="152" height="60"></td>
                                          ^

Why should I edit my code so that it is valid?

I definitly think it is important to have a syntax error free web site.
Bad tag usage, html code syntax errors, and spelling typos can make it difficult for browsers to process my HTML and visitors to read my site.
All browsers are different. If my HTML is not supported by certain browsers, users of those browsers will have difficulty viewing my site.
Broken links and code errors can keep a search engine from indexing my site. 


Top of Form
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iso-8859-1
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(detect automatically)
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HTML 4.01 Transitional
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Errors: 
2
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Verbose Output

Bottom of Form

This page is not Valid HTML 4.01 Transitional!

Below are the results of attempting to parse this document with an SGML parser. 

1. Line 10, column 26: required attribute "ALT" not specified (explain...). 

2.     <p><img src="bayfm1.gif"></p>
                            ^
3. Line 13, column 61: required attribute "ALT" not specified (explain...). 

4.   ...<img src="images/volunteer1.gif" width="431" height="99"></p>
                                                             ^
Step2
After testing my site:www.geocities.com/sea_pages/ using the following tools:
Bobby, Cynthia, Dr Watson, I found a few problems relating to its accessibility, syntax and  popularity. 

I compared my site to the following site: www.bayfm.org, which has been designed by professionals of web design.

My site reports were concerned about the non appropriate use of alt tags, most of my graphics aren’t described with enough detail and are not conformed to the “Priority 1” of accessibility, which is the most important one.
On the Bay Fm site, only two images have this problem, but most of their mistake is in the positioning of their images.

Cynthias report was more about details like the number of character used for my alt tags, she found a few images without them. 

She also gave attention to the fact that my alt tags simply repeats the image content and keywords, she advises that words shouldn’t be repeated more than 5 times per page as the site might not be indexed.

Her report regarding the geocities site was extremely similar to the one of Bay Fm site.

Dr Watson’s report is very interesting for a general approach of the web site analysis.
He found many many syntax errors, this is showing how html is tolerant and also how Dreamweaver adds a lot extra “unecessary” syntax to the code.
No syntax errors were found in the Bay Fm site.

Only two links were not found, which I think is not bad considering the amount of them throughout the site. No problems were found for Bay Fm site on this subject.
My site popularity is quite low (according to Altavista, there is no links to it), as opposed to Bay Fm, which had 30 links going to their site.
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