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Objective: Compare the two search models to come up with the evaluation criteria that can be applied for “peer-reviewing” search engines/crawlers. 
Approach of Hotbot: Search Engine

Approach of webcrawler: Metasearch engine, Aggregates information from different search engines rather than indexing the web based on searching algorithms. 

User Survey Questionnaire 

Rating 0-5 [O being the lowest/poor/less and 5 being the highest/more]

	Questions
	Hotbot.com
	Webcrawler.com

	How simple is the interface for searching?
	
	

	Are the search results having any relevancy?
	
	

	How you rate the web site search performance?
	
	

	Is the sponsored link of any help to you?  Are they relevant?
	
	

	Are the sponsored links positioned in the right place?
	
	

	Which site results information are more closely related to your search?
	
	

	How much categorized search is supported by the sites?
	
	

	Is the search carried out on the composite word or on single words?
	
	

	How frequently you encounter irrelevant results?
	
	

	Are the sites offering any search preferences?  If yes, then to what extent?
	
	

	Is there any privilege of recent search?
	
	

	Is there any pre-filled search criteria for searching?
	
	

	How often you encounters dead link in the search result?
	
	

	Is there any filter criteria to block unwanted search result?
	
	

	Can one customize the search criteria?  If yes, then to what extent?
	
	


Comparison Table

Rating 0-5 [O being the lowest/poor/less and 5 being the highest/more]
	Features
	Hotbot.com
	Webcrawler.com

	Ease of Use
	3
	3

	Result Relevancy
	3
	4

	Result Fetch Time
	5
	5

	Sponsored Links
	4
	4

	Position of Sponsored Links
	1
	3

	Usefulness of result information displayed
	4
	4

	Search Categorization
	0
	4

	Composite Search
	2
	2

	# of Irrelevant Results
	5
	1

	Search Preferences
	4
	4

	Recent Search
	0
	5

	Pre-filled Search Criteria
	5
	0

	Amount of Dead Links
	2
	1

	Offensive Content Filter
	4
	4

	Extent of Customization
	2
	4


Hotbot has a well laid out home page. This is not cluttered and offers a lot of useful options without having to click on extra pages. This makes the search process a little easier. We have found that the speed of hotbot is satisfactory but the number of hits generated during a search is inferior to other, larger search engines. If you need to do a quick search, and don't want to spend too long searching for options on the engine's home page then hotbot could be what you are looking for.
Result accuracy is satisfactory and it returns a large result set which may not be of any interest to the users. The initial 100 results seem to be of some importance after that crap follows. The most irritating for us was the position of sponsored links. Naturally you expect the results to be the first thing on result page and that particular position was occupied by sponsored links and user had to drop himself down. We liked the pre-filled search criteria (Ajax based web 2.0 style).
WebCrawler is a metasearch engine that blends the top search results from Google, Yahoo!, Windows Live Search (formerly MSN Search), Ask.com, About.com, MIVA, LookSmart and other popular search engines. WebCrawler also provides users the option to search for images, audio, video, news, yellow pages and white pages. It can be personalized to a greater extent, more options available to the user.
Both missed the proximity search feature and need to work on the composite search algorithm. Interface is simple and ease of use is traditional. 
Peer Review of Vastle.com
	Features
	vastle.com

	Ease of Use
	2

	Result Relevancy
	2

	Result Fetch Time
	4

	Sponsored Links
	4

	Position of Sponsored Links
	1

	Usefulness of result information displayed
	3

	Search Categorization
	5

	Composite Search
	2

	# of Irrelevant Results
	1

	Search Preferences
	2

	Recent Search
	5

	Pre-filled Search Criteria
	0

	Amount of Dead Links
	1

	Offensive Content Filter
	0

	Extent of Customization
	1


Result set is too small for Vastle. There are no customization or personalization features on the home page. Proximity search is also missing and very bad positioning of search results, very low down the page and user has to scroll down a lot before he can find the information of his own interest. We liked the search categorization which is much detailed than Webcrawler and Hotbot.  The user interface is not very user friendly.  One has to spend considerable time to understand how to make a filtered search.
