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S'pore seen as fifth least corrupt nation

SINGAPORE's reputation as a corruption-free country has dropped a notch - it now shares fifth place with Sweden in a global survey on perceptions of graft.

However, the level of corruption here was seen to be lower than in the previous year.

Coming in tops among the 102 countries and places surveyed was Finland, with Denmark and New Zealand sharing second place. Bangladesh was at the bottom of the list.

The annual Corruption Perceptions Index brings together results from 15 other polls of businessmen and risk analysts.

It was carried out by Transparency International, an international anti-corruption organisation that brings together civil-society groups, businesses and governments.

In the survey released on Wednesday, Singapore scored 9.3 (out of a maximum of 10) this year. Iceland scored 9.4. Both scored 9.2 last year and tied for fourth place.

Bangladesh managed 1.2, three times better than last year's 0.4.

Some 70 countries, including many of the world's poorest, scored less than 5, with places such as Indonesia (ranked third last) getting special mention.

Countries perceived to be the least corrupt tended to be rich ones such as Finland and Singapore, said Transparency International.

Mr Peter Eigen, its chairman, blasted the widespread incidence of graft worldwide.

He said: 'Political elites and their cronies continue to take kickbacks at every opportunity.'

Hand in glove with corrupt business people, they were trapping whole nations in poverty and hampering sustainable development, he added.

Corruption is dangerously rife not just in poor countries but also in many countries whose firms invest in developing nations, he said.

Tunku Abdul Aziz Ibrahim, Transparency International vice-chairman, agreed that the poll showed once again that corruption afflicts developing and developed nations alike.

Developed nations have a responsibility to bring before the law companies under their jurisdiction which bribe officials in poor countries, he added.
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