
MAGICPRIVATE 

Magic is based on the belief that there is a strong force running through nature and all living things, and that people can tap this force and make it do anything they want, from enabling hunters to catch food to causing thunderstorms. 

In order to perform magic, it is essential to get into the right state of mind, and concentrate your whole will on what you are trying to do. For this reason, witch doctors will often go into a trance by dancing and singing in a frenzy until they believe that their guiding spirit has taken possession of them and they are ready to perform magic.

Good And Bad Magic

Many tribes think that most illnesses and general misfortunes are caused by evil magic, called black magic, which is performed by bad witches. Bad witches might be people who have turned from good magic to bad, or the evil might be in the family. It is the witch doctor's job to find, by various methods, which the bad witch is.

One method involves binding the victim's left hand to her right foot and her right hand to her left foot and throwing her in a lake. If she sinks she is innocent, and if she floats she is considered a witch and then either tortured or executed. Unfortunately, an innocent woman is sometimes hauled up when it is too late. 


