Lesson 4

Forms, Frames and introduction to CGI

Introduction to forms

Forms is a useful tool for collecting data from the public. It can be anything, from online surveys to registration forms. However, you will need a server with CGI codes in order to process the forms.

What is Common Gateway Interface(CGI)?

Comman Gateway Interface is a method of providing communication (a gateway) between two dissimilar technologies. For example, a CGI script can be used to preprocess data coming from a form before it is sent to an e-mail address or some other location. CGI can be used for a variety of purposes and can be created in a variety of languages, such as C, C++ and PERL.

Common Forms options.

Demonstrate to the trainees how to use the various form tools in Dreamweaver.

· Create Form

· TextField

· Checkbox

· Radio Button

· Drop Down Menus

· Submit Button

· Reset Button

Explain to the trainee that u need to put the location of the CGI script in the action button.

<form method="post" target="_top" action="http://cgi25.Freedback.com/mail.pl" >

Optional

Show them and explain to them the HTML code of the Forms.

Introduction to Frames

Frames are actually multiple websites residing in a single page. Changes in one frame may not affect the other frames. For this to work, you need to have a controller page to manage the multiple websites/ frames. Explain to the trainees that it is actually better to program the controller page themselves then to use dreamweaver. This Is because Dreamweaver creates proxy websites for each individual frames and may cause confusion when the programmer need to access to each individual frame.

Basic Structure of Frames

<FRAMESET Rows="74,*" Cols=”75,*” FRAMEBORDER="NO" FRAMESPACING="0" BORDER="0" Name="bizadmain">
<FRAME SRC="header.htm" Name="header" SCROLLING="NO">
<FRAME Src="main.html" Name="main">
</FRAMESET>

· Frameset

· Rows, Cols, *

· FrameBorder

· Framespacing

· Frame SRC

· Name

· Scrolling

Linking from one frame to the other

Take note that when you create and access a link in a frame, the new website will load in that frame. So, it is important that you tell the browser which frames to change. That is when the naming of the frames becomes important. So it you want the link to change the page of another frame, you will need to use the target command

<a href="http://www.yahoo.com" target="mainpage" name="yahoo link">
If you want to “jump out” of the frame to another page, you can use the “_top” command or the “_blank” command to open another new window.  This is important as users will become irritated if they are still stuck inside your frames while accessing to other websites.

