Lesson 5

Designers’ parodies and their tools

Introduction to useful web design soft wares

It is near impossible to rely on one technology in today’s ever changing world. Here, we introduce some widely used programs that is used today.

Vector illustration

Macromedia FreeHand and Adobe Illustrator are competing vector illustration packages. Both allow very complex vector illustrations to be created, and both are widely used in the publishing industry. Using which software depends on which range of products you used more often. Of course, personal preference comes into play too.

Photo Editing software

Adobe Photoshop, Corel PhotoPaint and Macromedia Fireworks are all image editing programs. Its main purpose is to touch up graphics and create special effects. However, take note take these software are not to be used to create  graphics although it can be done.

Flash and QuickTime

Flash and QuickTime provides fast streaming multimedia which is fast becoming the industrial standards. Flash also allows interactivity with the users, creating interesting results.

Programming languages for WWW

The creation of the WWW has led to the development of many technologies to aid web designers in creating better and more interactive websites. You may come across some of these technologies when surfing on the web. Here is a short introduction for them.

JavaScript, Jscript, and VBScript

To add to the functionality available in the browser, several scripting langauages have been developed by Microsoft and Netsacpe. With these languages, you can control specific features of the browser and web page, such as the status line, browser windows, and even content within the page.

Netscape created JavaScript, whereas Microsoft created Jscript and VBScripts. Problem arises as some features are not compatible across both major browsers. Hence it is important to test your scripts with both browsers to ensure that it works!

Java and CGI

Java and CGI  are advanced programming languages for the web. They provide a variety of advance functions from simple formatting of text via a form to complete application development.

Java is a language created by Sun that allows the developer to create a program that is platform independent. This means that a program can be written once and run anywhere. Java can be used to create entire applications, as well as server as the operating system for servers. Java exists in WWW mainly as applets which performs many functions.

Dynamic HTML, XTML

These advance HTML languages have been created as a means of making web pages interactive and more responsive to the variety of end user display variables that may exist. Read up more if you had enough of HTML.

Cascading Style Sheets

CSS are a means of creating a generalized description of formatting that can be applied on the fly to a series of webpages within a site. The style sheet allows custom formatting and exact placement of webpages items far beyond the limited means provided by HTML tables and frames.

ActiveX and Active Server Pages

ActiveX uses system or operating system level components to support the additional features required by the browser. For example, Powerpoint and Word are loaded into the browser when the browser is requested to open a word document on the web.

Traps and Dangers of Web Designing

In this part of the chapter, we concentrate on the techniques and skills of web designing and some of the pitfalls that a web designer can make. 

Love at first sight

First impression counts, hence it is important that the opening page is impressive. A slip short opening page with great content will not retain user’s concentration.

Give them some breathing space

Unless you are doing a newspaper style website where you have a lot of contents, leave some empty space for the page to “breathe”. This will allow the viewer to concentrate on the important features of your website instead of being distracted by other unimportant information.

20 sec rule

Research has discovered that WWW user has an average waiting time of 20 sec for the page to load. Even you have fantastic graphics and mind blowing contents but you take a minute to load, the user will hit back and say bye bye to your website.

Have a consistent theme

Make sure that you have a theme before you create a website. Try to stay within the color and the fonts. Unless your contents requires it, stick to the standard color and fonts or else you are going to create a “Rojak” website.

Special Effects

Amateur designers tend to be overexcited by what they can do that they drew on every technology that they have learnt into a website. Be warned that a user will be put off by too many special effects. Use a particular technology only if it is appropriate.

Contrast and Ugly colors.

When you use a dark background, make sure that you use light colors for your foregrounds. Website with low contrast are bad for the eyes and user will give up using their strained eyes even before they started. Use harmonious colors unless tour aim is to give the users an eyesore.

Practice…. Practice

The last rule is to try out new techniques and ideas whenever you can. In one website, you can play around with tables, the other, you can try javascripts. It is only through the process of doing that you will learn new things. Hence, accept new projects whenever time permits. You will learn a lot more. 

