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Media Release to be issued on 8 June 06

Singapore’s Junior Team triumphs at the PABF Youth Championships

8 June 2006 – For the first time, Singapore’s Junior (under 26) Team has won the 2006 Pacific Asia Bridge Federation (PABF) Youth Championships, which were held in Bangkok from 4 to 7 June 2006.  The team of six consisted of Mr Alex Loh, Mr Loo Choon Chou, Mr Kelvin Ng, Mr Poon Hua, Mr Fabian Tan and Mr Tan Li Yu, with Mr Chua Gang attending as non-playing captains. The Singapore team beat the other contestants from Australia, China, Hong Kong, Taipei, Indonesia, Japan, the Philippines and Thailand. The PABF Youth Championships consist of 2 categories, the Junior category for participants under 26 years and the Schools category for participants under 21 years.
In an unprecedented stroke of brain power, Singapore’s Junior Youth team made PABF history by winning every single match from a total of 16 rounds, with there being 12 boards per round.  Furthermore, Mr Poon Hua & Mr Loo Choon Chou were the top ranking Junior pair, with Mr Fabian Tan & Mr Alex Loh, and Mr Kelvin Ng & Mr Tan Li Yu following in third and fourth places respectively.  There were a total of 31 ranked Junior pairs. 

As the winners of the Junior Event at the PABF Youth Championships, the Singapore team has qualified for the 11th World Youth Team Championships, which will be held in Bangkok from 29 July to 8 August 2006.  There, they will represent the Pacific Asia zone, together with the second and third place teams, Hong Kong and Japan respectively as well as host team, Thailand.  Singapore will need to compete against approximately 20 other teams from Europe, North America, South America, Central America, the Middle East, and Africa.  

“Playing in the PABF Youth Championships has been a wonderful experience and to win this year’s event shows that our hard efforts have paid off.  We played the game and gave it our best shot.  We also enjoyed every moment of it!  We are looking forward to the World Championships and hope to do as well as possible, against some of the best young minds internationally,” said Mr Poon Hua and Mr Loo Choon Chou in a joint statement. 

“Over the last few months the team has been training very hard, and this has shown clearly in their results.  It is indeed an honour to lead the 2006 Junior Team in this tournament,” said Mr Chua Gang, who was the non-playing captain of the both Singapore teams (Junior and School). 

“This has been a great result for Singapore and will help to raise Singapore’s standing on the international bridge circuit. To win all 16 rounds is truly a phenomenal achievement for our Junior Team.  This victory is indicative of the strong efforts that SCBA has been putting into building up bridge capabilities amongst our youths,” said Mr Stephen Robinson, President of the Singapore Contract Bridge Association (SCBA), which helped to subsidise the Youth team at the 2006 PABF Youth Championships. 

With slightly more than a month until the World Youth Championships, the Youth Team will continue to train hard.  The Singapore Contract Bridge Association (SCBA) is helping to raise funds to subsidise the team again. Parties interested in sponsoring the team should contact SCBA. 

Bridge is an ideal mind sport for men and women, of all ages, races, and backgrounds. The card game requires players to form partnerships and pit their wit against another partnership.  Bridge trains logic, reasoning, memory, concentration, as well as ethics, trust and honour.  Studies have shown that practicing bridge is an excellent protection against illnesses, such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson disease.  Great minds around the world are known to play bridge, including Warren Buffet, Bill Gates, Omar Sharif, Deng Xiao Ping, Mao Ze Dong and Charles Schultz.
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About the Singapore Contract Bridge Association (SCBA)

The Singapore Contract Bridge Association aims to encourage the growth and development of contract bridge in Singapore. SCBA is a member of the World Bridge Federation (WBF), the Pacific Asia Bridge Federation (PABF) and the ASEAN Bridge Council.  It is also recognised by the Singapore Sports Council as the National Sports Association for Contract Bridge in Singapore.  SCBA is located at the Singapore Intellectual Games Centre in Bishan. 

For more information, visit: www.scba.org.sg
For more information on the 11th World Youth Team Championships, visit: http://www.worldbridge.org/tourn/Bangkok.06/Bangkok.htm
For more information on the 2006 PABF Youth Championships, visit: 

http://pabf.kelvinyim.com/index.jsp 

