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SECTION A

Read the passage carefully.    

The Queen of Sheba told everybody how wise King Solomon was. People flocked to his palace so that (0) he could solve their problems. One day a judge brought two women to the palace. One woman was called Verna. (1) She was carrying a baby. The other woman was called Terena. She claimed that the baby was hers.

I can't decide this case," the judge told the King. "Please can (2) you decide whose baby it is?" The King spoke to both women and questioned (3) them. He listened to their claims carefully. Then he clapped his hands and sent an attendant to bring him a sharp sword.

When the attendant gave the King a sword, King Solomon said ' This problem is too difficult for me to solve. Bring me the baby. You have both claimed it, so I'll cut it into half. Then you'll have half each. That should satisfy you."

"No! No!" screamed Terena. "Don't hurt the baby! Let Verna have it but don't hurt it!"

"Ah!" exclaimed King Solomon. He put the sword down and said, "The problem is solved. The baby belongs to that woman."

King Solomon pointed at Terena. " (4) She is the real mother, so she did not want me to hurt it. Give the baby to her. Put the other woman in prison for a month. (5) She tried to deceive all of us. She can stay there until she learns to tell the truth. She must learn that liars always get into trouble in the end."

A.   Look at the words which are numbered in the passage. What do they mean ?

      Write the answer.   

e.g.   Just when  (0) he  was about to remove the bark, a little voice said, ..…
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(0)
he
=


King  Solomon
(1)
She
=
__________________________________________________

(2)
you
=
__________________________________________________

(3)
them
=
__________________________________________________

(4)
She
=
__________________________________________________

(5)
She
=
__________________________________________________
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B.   Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

6.   Why did people flock to King Solomon’s palace ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7.   Who was the woman who claimed that the baby was hers ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8.   Who was unable to decide the case ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9.   What was the King going to do with the sword ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10.   How did the King know that Terena was the real mother ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

C.   Choose the most suitable answer in each question and underline it. 
   11.   flocked

A.)  to stay in a palace                                                      






B.)  to gather in large crowds





C.)  to solve a problem

   12.   claimed    

A.)  to carry in one’s arms                                                    






B.)  to hold something firmly





C.)  to take as a rightful owner

   13.   attendant              
A.)  helper                                                    






B.)  soldier





C.)  the queen

14.   satisfy                    
A.)  make angry                                                   






B.)  make happy





C.)  make sad

   15.   liars                        
A.)  persons who tell the truth                                                    






B.)  persons who tell lies





C.)  persons who are very wise
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SECTION  B

Fill in EACH blank with A SUITABLE word.

Telephone rings.

Jonathan :
Hello.

Kent        :
Hello. This is Kent. May I speak  (1) _______________  Jonathan, please ?

Jonathan :
Oh, hello Kent. It's Jonathan here.

Kent        :
Jonathan, are you excited   (2) _______________    our holiday in Kuching?

Jonathan :
Yes. I can hardly wait! Have you   (3) _______________   the tickets?

Kent        :
No. I haven’t got them yet   (4) _______________   l lost the bus timetable and I 


don't know when to book the tickets. Do you have a  (5) _______________  ?

Jonathan :
Yes. What do you need to know?

Kent        :
What time does the bus  (6) _______________   Bandar Seri Begawan?

Jonathan :
The bus leaves at 8.30 in the morning.

Kent        :
What time does the bus   (7) _______________   in Kuala Belait?

Jonathan :
The bus arrives in Kuala Belait at 10.35.

Kent        :
How long does it   (8) _______________   in Kuala Belait?

Jonathan :
For fifteen minutes. Why?

Kent        :
My aunt will   (9) _______________   us at the bus stop in Kuala Belait. She wants 

     
me to take a gift to my cousin in Kuching.

Jonathan :
The bus leaves Kuala Belait at 10.50 and arrives in Kuching at 10.00 at night.

Kent        :
It’s a   (10) _______________   journey.

Jonathan :
Can we stay at your cousin's house in Kuching?

Kent        :
Yes. My cousin will   (11) _______________   us at the bus terminal.

Jonathan :
That's great. When will we   (12) _______________   home?

Kent        :
On Monday morning. What time does the bus leave Kuching?

Jonathan :
The bus leaves Kuching at 8.00 in the morning.

Kent        : 
What time does the bus  (13) _______________   in Bandar Seri Begawan?

Jonathan :
The bus arrives in Bandar Sari Begawan at 9.30 at  (14) _______________.

Kent        :
Thank you, Jonathan - I'll   (15) _______________   the tickets today 


Jonathan :
OK. Bye.


Reading is fun
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