Xinmin D&T Dept Dec 2003 Holiday Enrichment

Please visit these two websites and reflect on these questions below
http://www.colani.ch/
http://www.seymourpowell.co.uk/
Luigi Colani

For the Colani website, select English (you don’t know German, do you??), then select the Portal.

Reflect on his opening statement that “Nature is the starting point”. What does this statement means? Reflect on this.
Click on the Visions tab. He says he is a ___________________________________.

Click on each of the smaller picture to see a bigger image. What do you think of the steam locomotive?

What are the racing car? His X114 hydrofoil? Space shuttle design for NASA?

Click on the Gallery tab. He designed a complete new series of eyewear. What are the materials used?

Click on the PR tab. You can download the articles for your reading pleasure.

You can see some of his ‘fantastic” cars that he has designed.

Click on the Projects tab. Look at some of his work that is commissioned. (Work that is commissioned means work/designs that has been selected and out into production by companies)

What are your thoughts on the “Pegasus” Piano? Computer mouse?

Could you have thought about this shape/form for these products? Perhaps you want to try to sketch a few possible shapes, you can use plasticine to model a shape quickly.
Click on the Shop tab, you can see some of his products for sale. Again another challenge for you to design something that you can sell. Design, make it in the workshop then sell it to raise funds for the school? 35 Euros is about S$75. A lot of money for a letter opener.

http://www.xe.com/ucc/ to do a simple cash conversion.

ENDING
Reflect on his belief system (what is his main concern). Reflect on the projects that you have done this year. Can you apply some of his beliefs into your project? (making it more organic, rounded??) It is possible to do very rounded objects in our workshop? If yes, what are the equipment and the process involved?

Seymour Powell
Click on the ENTER

You will see a nice FLASH presentation, with tabs to HOME< WORK, FORESIGTH & IDEAS. (due to FLASH, if your computer is slow, takes a while to download the pictures and things to you – be patient)
WORK tab will open to digital, home & personal, leisure and transportation.

FORESIGHT tab will open to forecasting, global trends, market dynamics, needs and desires & design strategy.

IDEAS tab will open emotional ergonomics, form is function, paradigm shifting, x factor, super humanism & view from the future. (very ‘deep’ – with examples to look at)

Go to the IDEAS, X FACTOR, case study on Baby-G watch (bet you didn’t know that they designed the watch.

They have also designed for a Singaporean company a product – find out what it is?
Try to do a Yahoo or Google search. Search “Seymour Powell” or do a search on their full names (Richard Seymour/Dick Powell)

These a few good links to explore.

http://www.autofieldguide.com/articles/030101.html
http://www.jla.co.uk/ArtistsIndex/Artists/1/8/RichardSeymourDickPowell1.asp?Letter=
http://www.mikefloate.clara.co.uk/seymour_powell_links.htm
ENDING
You may find that these 2 designers (a fat and a thin man) is very detailed, their design work is well known in the world of design. They do create new and innovative products. Their design work reflects a lot of thinking has been put inside. Reflect if this is so for you this year? Have you put much thought into your projects? Are these thoughts captured into your design folio?

Conclusion
Contrast these 2 designers work – Colani & SeymourPowell. What is so special  regarding their work? One is curvy, nature-based while the other group is very business-like and efficient in their work. What are you? What drives you to design? What is the core value that you have as a designer? Do you believe in saving the environment? Or do you believe in a “use-and-throw-so-people-buy-new-things-so-I-make-more-money” concept? Both are important and viable in today’s modern society.
