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Shawkat Haider's first book of poems, Graffiti, appeared eight years
back in 1994. In his new volume, A Day with Destiny, we see in the poet
a forward movement in tone and maturity of thought. The poet grapples
with a variety of subjects— the usual predicament of life that accompa-
nies with it the trials and tribulations of daily living, the self-fascination
and inwardness of the vocation of poetry itself, as well as aspects of
“desire”, “passion”, weather, landscape, and mindscape.

Haidet’s poems, although written in the English original, employ a
somewhat archaic diction, perhaps indicating the poet’s fondness and
familiarity with the Romantic, Victorian, or Georgian poetic traditions in
English poetry.

Majority of creative writing in Bangladesh is predictably and under-
standably done in the native mother tongue of Bangla. However, more
and more of the younger generation are opting for English as their lan-
guage for creativity— poetty, fiction, and non-fiction.

Shawkat Haidet's A Day with Destiny is another addition to this
newly emergent sub-genre of Bangladeshi writing in the English lan-
guage. I wish him the very best in a writing cateer that I am sure is full
of promise, and hope that this new book touches a wider audience that
Haider might desite to reach in the times to come.

—SUDEEP SEN, authot of Postmarked India: New & Selected
Poems (HarperCollins) & Posteards from Bangladesh (UPL)
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A DAY WITH DEaTINY
shawkat haider

A DAY WITH DeSTI

Lilacs in sin, virgin sun—
create our strange weather.

A distant frolic
on your tattooed smile

pleads for abandoned holiness;
while the sun’s torn shape

hurries on —a lewd
firmament— ungracefully.

In time, her tenderness
nails the castle down,

in slow unceasing comfort.

—S.H., Desire’
shawkat haider
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