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Rm. 508B

"Culture, Identity and Transitions in the Middle East"
"Culture moves rather like an octopus ,,, not all at once in a smoothly coordinated synergy of parts, a massive coaction of the whole, but by disjointed movements of this part, now that, now the other, which somehow cumulate to directional change."  (Clifford Geertz, 1973, 408).  

This seminar will explore the interdisciplinary hub of cultural studies in the context of the Middle East.  The relationship of culture to identity formation, aesthetics and conceptual systems, and social or political change will be emphasized.    Most of our readings will take forms of music, visual art, dance, cinema,  colloquial poetry and theater as their starting point.   These may be articulated as "traditional" practices, or as contemporary individualistic expressions.  They are produced, however, within a sociopolitical context and express particular worldviews.   The seminar goal will be an in-depth exploration of a cultural studies topic by each student in a brief oral presentation (of a semester research project)  and a written paper on this research topic. 

The first reading list/schedule  includes required readings (to be discussed or referred to in class).  Following this,  additional readings are organized by week.  These are not required, but could give  further information on each topic, or be used as sources for your semester project. 

Wk 1 Culture and Cultural Studies/Mode 1.  Music 

Readings Week 1 
Zuhur, Sherifa, ed.  "Introduction."  Images of Enchantment:  Visual and Performing Arts of the Middle East (AUC Press, 1998; 
Virginia Danielson, "Performance, Political Identity and Memory:  Umm Kulthum and Gamal Abd al-Nasser." In Images of Enchantment; 

Edward Said, *"Discrepant Experiences, " and "The Empire at Work:  Verdi's Aida." In Culture and Imperialism  (New York:  Knopf, 1993) 31-43,  111-132 in  Culture and Imperialism (New York:  Knopf, 1993); and if possible, Selim Sednaoui, "Western Classical Music in Umm Kulthum's Country," also in Images (a very short overview).  

Week 2 Enchantment vs. Status: );  A. Jihad Racy, *"Musical Attitudes and Spoken Language in Pre-Civil-War Beirut." and Michael Frishkopf "Tarab (Enchantment) in the Mystic Sufi Chant of Egypt,"in Colors of Enchantment
Week 3.  Personalities/Traditions/Music and Film .

Neil van der Linden, "Maqam Singing"  in Colors
Zuhur, Asmahan  chapter 3 (and 6 if you can follow the musical discussion)

S. Asmar with K. Hood, "Modern Arab Music," in Colors  (this is easy reading)  

Week 3 project.  Bring a song or segment of a song to class.  This can be Arab or Israeli music, but if the latter, should represent some element of synthesis with Middle Eastern music (usually Greek, or Arab).  Explain what you know of the song's context, lyrics (of at least one verse), and if possible, stylistic meaning, contribution to genre or hybrid genre, or if these are a mystery to you, then explain what is attractive to you in the style of the music or lyrics. 

Week 4,  Hybridization.  - Marc Schade Poulson.  Men and Popular Music in Algeria.  Austin:  University of Texas Press, 2000.  19-37, 97-118, 210-218.  Advanced students should also read "The Rai of Love," 159-187.  

Week 5.  Film to be scheduled for 11/20 (Une Porte sur le Ciel, Gharam wa Intiqam or Boys and Girls [if available].  

Shafik, Viola.   "Realism" and "History in Cinema,"in Arab Cinema:  History and Cultural Identity, Zuhur, "Victims or Actors:  Centering Women in Egyptian Commercial Film," in Images of Enchantment. 

Week 6.  Maker, Subject, Viewer.  Raymond Baker, "Combative Cultural Politics" Alif:  Journal of Comparative Poetics.  (Arab Cinematics).  No. 15, 1995  also 283-289, 208-213 (and 157-188 in Arabic) Hamid Naficy, "Iranian Cinema" in Images of Enchantment 

Week 7 Theatrical Purposes 

Eve Troutt Powell, "Burnt-Cork Nationalism:  Race and Identity in the Egyptian Theater of 'Ali al-Kassar."  In Colors of Enchantment; Clarissa Burt, "The Tears of a Clown:  Yusuf Idris and Postrevolutionary Egyptian Theater."  In Colors of Enchantment.  

Week 8  Theatre/Poetry for History, Nation or Self?  

M.R. Ghanoonparvar, "Persian Plays and the Iranian Theater."  In Colors of Enchantment. 

Next a choice:  read either Reuven Snir, "The Palestinian Hakawati Theater:  A Brief History" in Colors 
or Deborah Kapchan, "Performing Depth:  Translating Moroccan Culture in Modern Verse" in Colors

Week 9  Dance:  From Ritual to Exotic Symbols.  

Karin van Nieuwkerk, "Changing Images and Shifting Identities:  Female Performers in Egypt." In Images of Enchantmentt; Najwa Adra, "Dance:  A Visual Marker of Qabili Identity in Highland Yemen" in Colors of Enchantment.
Week 10  Dance's Modern Purposes. 

Lori Anne Salem,  "Race, Sexuality and Arabs in American Entertainment, 1850-1900."  In Colors of Enchantment; Marjorie Franken, Daughter of Egypt:  Farida Fahmy and the Reda Troupe.  

2001, chapters 7 & 8, 

Edward Said, "Farewell to Tahia," in Colors of Enchantment

Class project:  Describe any well known dancer or dance group other than those in our readings (anywhere in the Middle East) 

Week 11  Popular, Caricature and "Serious" Art 

Ann Parker and Avon Neal.  Hajj Paintings:  Folk Art of the Great Pilgrimage.  Washington and London:  Smithsonian Institution Press, 1995 26-31 (text); then see the images on pp. 136, 138-9, 144-45. 32-35, 42-45, 51-53. 50, 62-3 76-7 108-111; Tonia Rifaey and Sherifa Zuhur, "Visualizing Identity:  Egypt and Gender In Cartoons," 

Class project:  Bring a image of what you consider "folk art" or a Middle Eastern cartoon (single image) to class to discuss. 

Week 12   Imagery and Modernity.  

Wijdan Ali "Modern Painting in the Mashreq," in Colors; Sondra Hale, "Imagery and Invention, Sudanese at Home and in the Word" in Images 
Week 13 Semester projects.  If possible, all students should prepare a short oral presentation of their semester project. (We can schedule a few of  these earlier than Week 13).  Aim for 7 to 10 minutes.  Try to summarize your project & explain some interesting/difficult/unusual aspect of your topic, or question that you found  The additional readings listed below may suggest topics and be used as sources.   

Additional Reading List (For background or papers)  

Week 1  

Edward Lane, Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians  (East-West/Livres de France edition) 351-372; 

Virginia Danielson, The Voice of Egypt, most interesting chapters are 1, 2, 5, or 6.  

Philip Schuyler, "The Sheba River Valley Dam." In Colors of Enchantment. 

For those who can read Arabic - or in transliteration 

Rizq, Qustandi al-Musiqa ash-Sharqiyya,  biographical sketches, for ex. "Abdu Hamuli fi Fann" in Vol 1-2 

Pierre Cachia "Political Narratives," in  Popular Narrative Ballads, 247-260 and "Hassan and Naeema", 323-350

Reference:    Racy, A. J.  "Music," in J. Hayes, ed.  The Genius of Arab Civilization:  Source of Renaissance Touma, Habib Hassan.  The Music of the Arabs.  (Portland:  Amadeus, 1996).   As background to cultural change in Cairo -- Rodenbeck, Maz.  Cairo:  The City Victorious.  New York:  Albert Knopf, 1999.

Week 2 

Zuhur, "Farid," in Colors of Enchantment 

H.E. Chehabi, "Voices Unveiled:  Women Singers in Iran," in Matthee and Baron, eds. (1999).  

Shaheen, Simon.  "Beyond the Performance," in Images of Enchantment  

H. Sakata, "Hazara Women in Afghanistan" and J. Cohen, "Ya Salio de la Mar:  Judeo-Spanish Wedding Songs" in Koskoff, Women and Music in Cross-Cultural Perspective
Reference:  Hammarlund et al.  Sufism, Music and Society in Turkey and the Middle East:  Earl H. Waugh,  The Munshidin of Egypt:  Their World and Their Song.  (Columbia, S.C.:  University of South Carolina Press, 1989).

Amnon Shiloah. "Islam and Music." In Amnon Shiloah,  *Music in the World of Islam: A Socio-cultural Study*.  (Detroit: Wayne State University Press. 1995.); Hoffman, Sufism, Mystics and Saints or Julian Johansen, Sufism and Islamic Reform in Egypt: The Battle for Islamic Tradition. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996)

al-Tuhami, Shaykh Yasin.  The Magic of the Sufi Inshad:  Sheikh Yasin al-Tuhami.  1998.  [Two compact discs.]  Long Distance 3039552 ARC 338. [Sufi Inshad, representing middle Egypt]:  Barrayn, Shaykh Ahmad.  Sufi Songs.  Long Distance 592323. [Sufi inshad, representing southern Egypt]

Week 3

Armbrust, in Mass Culture and Modernism in Egypt, 63-93

Ali Jihad Racy. "Creativity and Ambience: An Ecstatic  Feedback Model from Arab Music." The World of Music 33 (3) 1991, 7-28.  

Fiktur (Victor) Sahhab.  Al-Saba' al-Kibar:  al-musiqa al-'Arabiyya al-mu'asira.  Beirut:  Dar  al-'Alam al-Milayin, 1987.

Al-Sharif, Samim.  Al-Musiqa fi Suriyya.  Wizarat ath-Thaqafa, 1991.  

And cassettes available on the market in Beer Sheva

Week 4 

Additional chapters in Schade Poulson, Marc.  Men and Popular Music in Algeria.  (Austin:  University of Texas Press, 2000 

On a different "hybrid" form:  Stokes, Martin.  The Arabesk Debate.  Oxford University Press, 2000; if available, Popular Music v. 15 no. 3 (October 1996)

References/Algeria:  Malley, Robert.  The Call From Algeria:  Third Worldism, Revolution and the Turn to Islam.  Berkeley;  University of California Press, 1996; Entelis, John.  "Civil Society and the Authoritarian Temptation in Algerian Politics:  Islamic Democracy vs. the Centralized State." In Civil Society in the Middle East, edited by Augustus R. Norton.  Vol. 2 Leiden:  Brill, 1996.

Week 5 

Additional sections from Shafik's book.  

Mustafa Darwish, Dream Makers on the Nile:  A Portrait of Egyptian Cinema.  AUC Press, 1998
Lizbeth Malkmus and Roy Armes. Arab and African  Filmmaking. London: Zed Press, 1991.

Farida Ben Lyazid, in  Images, 205-209,
Ibrahim al-'Ariss.  Rihlah fi al-Sinima al-'Arabiyya. 1979, read about specific films, for example, 141-160 or pp. 199-208 could be read along with M. Kiernan's chapter on Youssef Shahin in Alif, No. 15.

Week 6

Armbrust, "Terrorism and Kebab," in Images 283-299; Armbrust, Mass Culture, 94-115;  Armbrust chapter in Dale Eickelman, ed.  New Media in the Muslim World.  (Indiana University Press, 1999). 

Arabic section in Alif, no. 15 for ex. Hashim Nahhas, "Salah Abu Saif"

Week 7 

Violet Shafik, "The Theater" in Shafik, Arab Cinema:  History and Cultural Identity.  64-81.  

Mikhail, Mona. "Revisiting the Theater in Egypt:  An Overview,"   In Colors of Enchantment.  Or if we can obtain a copy, 

Live On Stage (film/video on theater).  

(For Farafir in translation, Trevor LeGassick ."Flipflap and his Master" in Mahmoud Manzalaou, Arabic Writing Today:  The Drama.  (Cairo:  American Research Center in Egypt, 1977 or see

Farouk Abdel Wahab, Modern Egyptian Drama).

Idris, Nahw Masrah Arabi (1974).

Idris,  al-Mukhattatin.  (Cairo:  Maktabat Misr, 199?).

Sasson Somekh, Mabna al-Qissa wa-Mabna al-Masrahiyya fi Adab Yusuf Idris.  (Tel Aviv: Maktabat wa Mataba`at al-Suruji, 1981).  

On the "clown"/"madman"  See Lavie, Smadar.    "The Madman" and "The Fool" in  Lavie, The Poetics of Military Occupation:  Mzeina Allegories of Bedouin Identity.
Week 8 

Sami Ofeish, "Gender Challenges to Patriarchy:  Wannus' Tuqus al-Isharat wa-l-Tahawalat," 

Tori Haring-Smith.  "El-Warsha:  Theatrical Experimentation and Cultural Preservation." 

Rashad Rida, "From Cultural Authenticity to Social Relevance:  The Plays of Amin al-Rihani, Kahlil Gibran and Karim Alrawi"

Reference:  Salma Jayyusi and Peter Allen, eds. Modern Arabic Drama; Jacob Landau. Studies in the Arab Theater and Cinema.  Philadelphia: (University of Pennsylvania Press. 1956).

Week 9   

William Young, "Women's Performance in Ritual Context:  Weddings among the Rashayda of Sudan," in Images of Enchantment

Kay H. Campbell, "Folk Music and Dance in the Arabian Gulf and Saudi Arabia," in Images of Enchantment 

Karin van Nieuwkerk, 'A Trade Like Any Other' Female Dancers and Singers in Egypt.  University of Texas Press, 1995. 

Reference: Wendy Buonaventura, Serpent of the Nile (not academically sound, but very interesting); Metin And,  A Pictorial History of Turkish Dancing:  From Folk Dancing to Whirling Dervishes, Belly Dancing to Ballet.  Ankara, 1976; Henni-Chebra, Djamila and Christian Poche.  Les danses dans le monde Arabe:  ou l'heritage des almées.  Paris:  L'Harmattan, 1996
Week 10.  

Additional chapters of Franken, Marjorie.  Daughter of Egypt:  Farida Fahmy and the Reda Troupe.;  Armbrust,  Mass Culture and Modernism in Egypt 116-136;  Marjorie Franken and Carolee Kent, "A Procession in Time:  The Zaffat al-'Arusa in Three Views" in Images of Enchantment. 

http://www.bdancer.com (and many other sites) 

Love in Karnak or Khalli Ballak min Zouzou, or contemporary dance films/videos of top performers (for. ex. S. Gamal, Najwa Fouad, Fifi Abdou)  

Week 11

Muge Gocek, Fatma, ed.  Political Cartoons in the Middle East Princeton:  Princeton University, 1998.

Douglas, Alan and Fedwa Malti-Douglas.  Arab Comic Strips.  (Indiana University Press, 1994).   

Abu al-'Aynayn, Sacid.  Rakha. . . Faris al-Karikatir.  (Cairo:  Dar Akhbar al-Yum, 1990).   

Kishtainy, Khalid.   Arab Political Humour.  London: Quartet Books, 1985.  

Week 12

Liliane Karnouk, "Pre-Modernism or Post-Modernism" and "Islamic Art Revival," in Contemporary Egyptian Art

 Samia Mehrez and James Stone, "Meditations on  Painting and History," in Colors 

Reference:  'Ali, Wijdan.  Modern Islamic Art:  Development and Continuity.  Gainesville:  University Press of Florida, 1997; Yarshater, Ehsan, "Contemporary Persian Painting." In Richard Ettingrausen and Ehsan Yarshater, eds. Highlights of Persian Art.   Boulder:  Westview Press, 1979. Bahnassi, Afif.  Ruwwad al-fann al-hadith fi'l-bilad al-'arabiyah
(Pioneers of Modern Art in the Arab Countries) Beirut: Dar al-Ra'id

al-cArabi, 1985

 http://www.enana.com/art/
Week 13

Erkanat.  "Old Ways, New Warps" (Balpinar's modern kilim art) Aramco World 47:1 Jan./Feb. 1996

Celik, Z. Rebuilding of Istanbul U of Calif. Press 1995 or Celik, Z.  Streets:  Critical Perspectives on Public Space.  U. of Calif. Press

Fathy, Hassan.  Architecture for the Poor  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1973;  Cairo:  AUC Press, 1989 & 2000.  Or on Fathy's impact, see Aramco World,  1999.   

Weir, Palestinian Costume

Ross The Art of Arabian Costume

Book List

Books to order for sale for the class (and also for the library) 

Sherifa Zuhur, ed.  Images of Enchantment:  Visual and Performing Arts of the Middle East.  Cairo:  AUC Press, 1998.  Contact.  Chris Terry.  New York, AUC Press office. cterry@aucnyo.edu   Required.
Sherifa Zuhur, ed.  Colors of Enchantment:  Theater, Music, Dance, and Visual Arts of the Middle East.  Cairo AUC Press, 1998.  Orders as above:  cterry@aucnyo.edu   Required 

Walter Armbrust.  Mass Culture and Modernism in Egypt.  Cambridge University Press, 1996.  Required/Recommended.  (in your library) 

Violet Shafik.  Arab Cinema:  History and Cultural Identity.  Cairo:  AUC Press, 1998. Contact.  Chris Terry.  New York, AUC Press office. cterry@aucnyo.edu   Required. (in the BGU library) 

Marc Schade Poulson.  Men and Popular Music in Algeria.  Austin:  University of Texas Press, 2000.  Required.  (has been ordered but is not in the BGU library at present) 

Popular Music v. 15 no. 3 (October 1996).  

Semsek, Hans Gunter. 1987. "Popular Culture versus Mass Culture: 

The Social Dynamics in a Popular Cairene Quarter, a Case 

Study." Georg Stauth and Sami Zubaida eds.  Mass Culture, Popular Culture, and Social Life in the Middle 

East.  Boulder: Westview Press. 

Books for Library Reserve 

Muge Gocek, Fatma, ed.  Political Cartoons in the Middle East.  

Princeton:  Princeton University, 1998.

Franken, Marjorie.  Daughter of Egypt:  Farida Fahmy and the Reda Troupe.  

2001.  (I will bring a paper copy). 

Kapchan, Deborah.  Gender on the Market: Moroccan Women and the Revoicing of Tradition. 

Tunis chante et danse 1900-1950.   Illustrations Sleh Hamzaoui, Texte Hamadi Abassi / Stories about Tunisian singers with illustrations. 2 cassettes (option) Tunis:  Alif, 1991.

Anders Hammarlund, Tord Olsson and Elisabeth Ozdalga, eds.  Sufism, Music and Society in Turkey and the Middle East Curzon Press, 0 7007 1148 1  (available through Paul & Co.)

Ann Parker and Avon Neal.  Hajj Paintings:  Folk Art of the Great Pilgrimage.  Washington and London:  Smithsonian Institution Press, 1995.  ISBN  1-56098 546 1 (not in the BGU catalogue) 

'Ali, Wijdan.  Modern Islamic Art:  Development and Continuity.  Gainesville:  University Press of Florida, 1997.  (not in the BGU catalogue)  

Liliane Karnouk.  Contemporary Egyptian Art.  Cairo:  AUC Press, 1995.  Best to order from C. Terry as above.  (not in the BGU catalogue).  

Salwa Nashashibi et al.  Forces of Change:  Artists of the Arab World.  Washington D.C.:  National Museum of Women in the Arts and Lafayette California: International Council for Women in the Arts, 1994.   To order icwa2@aol.com or Internat'l Council, PO Box 226, Lafayette CA  94549 (USA)  

And, Metin.  A Pictorial History of Turkish Dancing:  From Folk Dancing to Whirling Dervishes, Belly Dancing to Ballet.  Ankara, 1976.  

Touma, Habib Hassan.  The Music of the Arabs.  Portland:  Amadeus, 1996.  (not in the BGU catalogue)  

Sherifa Zuhur.  Asmahan:  Woman, War and  Song.   Austin, Texas:  University of Texas Press, 2000.  (not in the BGU library).  

Karin van Nieuwkerk.  'A Trade Like Any Other' Female Singers and Dancers in Egypt.  Austin, Texas:  University of Texas Press, 1995. (not in the BGU catalogue).  

Salem, Lori Anne.  "The Most Indecent Thing Imaginable':  Race, Sexuality and Images of Arabs in American Entertainment. 1850-1990" Ph.D. diss., Temple University 1995, UMI #9535801 

Lambert, Jean.  "La médecine de l'âme:  musique et musiciens dans la société citadine à San'a." République du Yémen.  Doctoral thesis.  Anthropologie.  École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 1990.  

Henni-Chebra, Djamila and Christian Poche.  Les danses dans le monde Arabe:  ou l'heritage des almées.  Paris:  L'Harmattan, 1996. 

Alif:  Journal of Comparative Poetics.  (Arab Cinematics).  No. 15, 1995.  (can be ordered through AUC Press) 

Virginia Danielson.  The Voice of Egypt:  Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song and Egyptian Society in the Twentieth Century.  University of Chicago, 1996 and AUC Press, 1997.  (*this is in the BGU library). 

H.E. Chehabi.  "Voices Unveiled:  Women Singers in Iran."  Iran and Beyond:  Essays in Middle Eastern History.  Edited by Beth Baron and Rudi Matthee.  Costa Mesa;  Mazda Publishers, 2000.  

Pierre Cachia.  Popular Narrative Ballads of Modern Egypt.  Oxford:  Clarendon, 1989.  (in the BGU library) 

Marc Schade Poulson.  Men and Popular Music in Algeria.  Austin:  University of Texas Press, 2000.  

Stokes, Martin.  The Arabesk Debate.  Oxford University Press, 2000.  (This is in the BGU library).   

Dale Eickelman, ed.  New Media in the Muslim World.  Indiana University Press, 1999.  (*in the BGU library – BP 185.7. N48)  

George H. Damon with L. Michalak.  "A Survey of Political Cartoons Dealing with the Middle East." And G. Neal Lendenmann, "Arab Stereotyping in Contemporary Political Cartoons." In Split Vision:  The Portrayal of Arabs in the American Media.  Edited by Edmund Ghareeb.  Washington D.C.:  American-Arab Affairs Council, 1983. 

Arabic Sources:  This may be wishful thinking, but if you want students to read in Arabic …  

Qustandi Rizq.  al-Musiqa al-Sharqi wal-ghina al-'arabi.  (Two volumes, 1 & 2 and 3 & 4)  Cairo:  Dar al-'Arabiyya lil-Kitab, 1993.  (Excellent reprint of the 1932-38 editions and  not in the BGU library).  

Ibrahim al-'Aris.  Rihlat fi Sinima al-'Arabiyya.  Beirut:  Dar al-Farabi,  1989.  

Samim al-Sharif.  Al-Musiqa fi Suriya.  Damascus:  Wizarat al-thaqafa, 1991.  

Fiktur (Victor) Sahhab.  Al-Saba' al-Kibar:  al-musiqa al-'Arabiyya al-mu'asira.  Beirut:  Dar  al-'Alam al-Milayin, 1987. 

Darwish, Mustafa.  Dream Makers on the Nile:  A Portrait of Egyptian Cinema.  AUC Press, 1998.  (I have an extra copy that I will give to your library if they don't already have this on order). 

Azzam, Nabil.  Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab.  (Dissertation.  Can't tell if it is already in the BGU library or has been ordered).   

Sherifa Zuhur, ed.  Images of Enchantment:  Visual and Performing Arts of the Middle East.  Cairo:  AUC Press, 1998.  Contact.  Chris Terry.  New York, AUC Press office. cterry@aucnyo.edu   (not in the BGU library) 
Sherifa Zuhur, ed.  Colors of Enchantment:  Theater, Music, Dance, and Visual Arts of the Middle East.  Cairo AUC Press, 1998.  Orders as above:  cterry@aucnyo.edu   (not in the BGU library) 

Jayyusi, Salma Khadra and Roger Allen, eds.  Modern Arabic Drama.  Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 1995.  

Kassab-Hassan, Hanan and Elias, Marie.  Dictionary of Theater:  Terms and Concepts of Drama  (French/English/Arabic contents/index).  Beirut:  Librarie du Liban, 1997.  

Musa, Fatima, ed., Qamus al-Masrah  Cairo:  al-Hay'a al-Misriyya al-cAmma lil-Kitab. 1995. 

Moreh, Shmuel and Philip Sadgrove, Jewish Contributions to Nineteenth-Century Arabic Theater Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1996.  

Videos:  

Whether Good or Bad:  Arabesk is the Fad. 4 parts.  VHS  Kerime Senyucel (Prod.) for Turkish Radio and Television, 1993.

Terrorism and Kebab (Adel Imam) 

Boys, Girls and the Veil, dir. Youssri Nasrallah (could work for politics/history classes as well). 

Live on Stage:  A Century and a Half of Theater in Egypt 

Dir. Mona Mikhail. 

