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Political Ideology and Trends in the Middle East:  Islamist Movements

What is most significant about twentieth-century Islamist (fundamentalist) movements -- their Islamic programme?  Their modernism?  Their opposition to established states?  Their opposition to the West?    Their potential role in democratization of the region? ?  What analytical tools are most useful to an understanding of specific movements?  These questions were asked from the Iranian revolution until 9/11/01.  What should we be asking now?   We will explore these and other questions while covering Islamism in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Palestine, Algeria, Tunisia, Iran, the Sudan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the Nation of Islam in the U.S.   

Format:    All students MUST read assignments before the class meeting.  One will be assigned to lead the discussion.  Another will be assigned to provide country "background material."  A third will be assigned to search and bring recent news on the case in question.  These roles will rotate each week.   Each student will write a 20 - 25 pp. term paper on a specific movement or an aspect of a specific movement due by term's end with endnotes and bibliography.   

Wk. 1   Introduction to Islamism.  2.  Islamic Reform and Renewal -- From Ideologies to Movements.    

Readings:  (Read before we meet) S. Huntington, "Islamic Civilization will Clash with Western Civilization.".   R. Ghannouchi, "Islamic Civilization Need Not Clash with Western Civilization.  Both in Islam, P. Winters, ed.  N. Keddie, ""Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani," and Y. Haddad, "Muhammad Abduh:  Pioneer of Islamic Reform," in Pioneers of Islamic Revival, edited by Ali Rahnema.  

After our class, read:  D.  Commins, "Hasan al-Banna (1906-1949) in Pioneers.  

Wk. 2  Egypt 

Readings:  C. Tripp, "Sayyid Qutb:  The Political Vision," in Pioneers;  A. A. Ramadan, "Fundamentalist Influence in Egypt:  The Strategies of the Muslim Brotherhood and the Takfir Groups."  In Fundamentalisms and the State.  Edited by Marty & Appleby.  

Wk. 3  Readings:  R. Peters.  "The Relevance of the Jihad Doctrine in Sadat's Egypt in Jihad; G.  Starett, "Broken Boundaries." In Putting Islam to Work  

Wk. 4.  Lebanon

Readings:  A.R.  Norton, "Musa al-Sadr." In Pioneers  H. Jaber, Hezbollah (chapters from);  A. R. Norton, Hizbollah of Lebanon:  Extremist Ideals and Mundane Policies.   

Wk. 5  Syria and Jordan 

Readings:  R. Hinnebusch, "State and Islamism in Syria."; B. Milton-Edwards.  "Climate of Change in Jordan's Islamist Movement. " both  in Islamic Fundamentalisms, edited by Sidahamed and Ehteshami 

Wk. 6  Iraq  2. Review of US Policy & Islamism
Readings:  A. Baram.  "Two Roads to Revolutionary Shi'ite Fundamentalisms in Iraq.  In Accounting for Fundamentalisms, ed by Marty & Appleby;  Gerges, "The Carter, Reagan and Bush Administrations' Approach to Islamists.' In America and Political Islam
Wk.  7.  Palestinians and Islamism

Readings:  I. Barghouti, "Islamist Movements in Historical Palestine." In Islamic Fundamentalism;  J.-F. Legrain, "Palestinain Islamism:  Patriotism as a Condition for their Expansion." In Accounting for Fund. 

Wk. 8 Algeria 

Readings:  R. Bekar  interviewed by Hannah Davis in Islam;  H. Roberts, "From Radical Mission to Equivocal Ambition:  Algerian Islamism, 1979-1992." 

Wk. 9  Women/Tunisia

Readings:  M. Mahmoudi, "Women and Islamism:  The Case of Rashid al-Ghannushi of Tunisia," in Isl.  Fund.;   S. Zuhur, "Construction of the Virtuous Woman," in Revealing Reveiling; Bennoune, "S.O.S. Algeria  in Faith & Freedom, ed.Afkhami.  

Wk. 10 Iran 

Readings:  A. Ehteshami, "Islamic Government in Post-Khomeini Iran;"  F. Adelkhah, "Social Beings, Political Beings," in Being Modern in Iran    

Wk. 11 Sudan 

Readings:  A. Sidahmed, "Sudan:  Ideology and Pragmatism," in IF; H. Turabi, "Political Islam Furthers Development in Sudan," and J. Flint, "Political Islam is a Dictatorship in Sudan." In Islam; Gerges "The Clinton Administration:  Co-opting Political Islam."

Wk. 12  Legal Changes:  Iran - Pakistan - Sudan / Afghanistan 
Readings:  A.  Lesch, "The Fundamentalist Impact on Law, Politics and Constititutions in Iran, Pakistan & the Sudan" in Fund. and the State.

O. Roy, " Afghanistan:  Islamic War of Resistance," in Fund and the State.   

Wk. 13   Afghanistan cont'd / Islam in the West 

Readings:  Goodson (will distribute); G. Kepel,  "Three Lives of Malcolm X," and Farrakhan in the Looking Glass," in Allah in the West.  

Extra Readings:  (For students papers/additional reference )   

Ideologists  

Leonard Binder,   Islamic Liberalism (University of Chicago Press, 1988);  Esposito, John.  The Islamic Threat (New York:  Oxford, 1992); Moussalli, Ahmad.  Sayyid Qutb:  Radical Islamic Fundamentalism.  (American University of Beirut, 1992)  Distributed by Syracuse Univ. and Moussalli, Islamic Fundamentalisms (Florida) Khomeini,  (trans. Algar) Esposito,  ed. Islam and Revolution pp. 40-51; 200-8; 275-77; Esposito, ed. Islam and Politics, CR pp. 143-151; Esposito and Voll, eds. Islam in Transition; Qutb, Sayyid.  Ma'alam 'ala al-Tariq.  (Cairo:  Dar al-shuruq, 1982); Taha, Mahmoud Mohammed.  Trans. and intro. Abdullahi al-Naim. 

The Second Message of Islam.  (Syracuse Univ. Press, 1987); Mawdudi, Abul A'la.  The Process of Islamic Revolution (Lahore:  Islamic Publications, 1977); al-Banna, Hasan.  Five Tracts of Hasan al-Banna;  al-Banna Shaheed, Hasan.  trans., M.N. Shaikh.  Memoirs of Hasan Al-Banna Shaheed.  (Karachi:  Internat'l Islamic Publishers, 1981); Mawdudi, Abul A'la.  The Process of Islamic Revolution (Lahore:  Islamic Publications, 1977) 

Sufism  

Serif Mardin, "The Naksibendi Order in Turkish History" in Islam in Modern Turkey, Tapper ed, Pir Ovayssi, Sufism and Knowledge & Sufism and Peace, M. Lings, Introduction to Sufism 

Islamism and  Gender 
Haddad and Smith, "Women in Islam:  The Mother of All Battles"  other chapters in Zuhur, Revealing Reveiling:  Islamist Gender Ideology in Contemporary Egypt, "in CR; and Marsden, "The Gender Policies of the Taliban"  Selected  chapters in Brink, ed. Fundamentalisms and Gender LR, and Martin & Marty, eds. Fundamentalisms & Society. 

Iran/Iraq/Lebanon 

Abrahamian, The Iranian Mojahidin  pp. 9-125;  A. Sachedina,  "Activist Shi'isms in Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon," in Fundamentalisms Observed, Martin and Appleby, eds. (U. Chicago):  Arjomand, Said Amir.  The Turban for the Crown:  The Islamic Revolution in Iran (Oxford, 1988) 

Turkey, Afghanistan, Central Asia   

Marguilies & Yildizoglu, "The Political Uses of Islam in Turkey," Middle East Report, ;  Emelie Olson, "The Headscarf Dispute" Arab.St. Quarterliyh ; Michael Meeker, "The New Muslim Intellectuals in the Republic of Turkey" in Islam in Modern Turkey;  Gerges, "Turkey" in America & Political Islam; Konorofsky in Islam and Muslims, Mutalib & Hashmi, eds. 

 Egypt & Sudan

R. Baker, "Invidious Comparisons," in Political Islam  J. Esposito, ed.  Saad Eddin Ibrahim, "Egypt's Islamic Activism in the 80s," Third World Quarterly (Spr. 1988); John Voll, "Fundamentalism in the Sunni Arab World." in Fundamentalisms Observed' A. Moussali, "The Discourse of Hasan Turabi," (in Moussali's Islamic Fundamentalism); Kepel, Gilles.  Muslim Extremism in Egypt (Univ. of Calif. Press, 1984) R. Mitchell,   The Society of the Muslim Brothers  (Oxford, 1969); A. Karam, Women,  Islamisms and the State   

  Islamism in Asia       

Mumtaz Ahmed, "Islamic Fundamentalism in South Asia," In Marty & Appleby, I; SVR Nasr, "Islamic Opposition:  Lessons fr. Pakistan" in  Political Islam ed. Esposito ; Judith Nagata, "Indices of the Islamic Resurgence in Malyasia," in Religious Resurgence; Watson, "Muslims and the State in Indonesia," Keng-Fong Pang, "Islamic Fundamentalism and Female Empowerment among Muslims of Hainan Island" in Brink, ed. 

Islamic Movmts and the Question of Palestine 

Reading:  Shedid, "The Muslim Brotherhood Movement in West Bank and Gaza," TWQ; Legrain and Haddad's chapters in Political Islam;   Peled in Mutalib and Hashmi, Islam and Muslims Hatina, "Islamist Quest for Political Legitimacy,"  

Maghrib

Boulby, "The Islamic Challenge," TWQ, ; Jones, "Portrait of Rashid Ghannoushi," M.E. Report, ; H. Roberts, "Algerian Islamism," in Islamic Fundamentalism. and the Gulf Crisis ed. by J. Piscatori; ; Vandewalle, "Islam in Algeria" in Political Islam;  J.-F. Bourgat, Islamism in N. Africa (in translation in BGU library) 

 Europe/US   

Kepel, The FIS versus the "Sons of France" and "The Rushdie Affair' in  Allah in the West; Steve Barboza, American Jihad  and see Y. Haddad on Muslims in US and Webb, "Islam and Muslims in America," Islam, Muslims; Yvonne Haddad, "American Foreign Policy in the Middle East and Its Impact on the Identity of Arab Muslims in the United States,"  American Muslims and the Question of Identity
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What is most important about twentieth-century movements in the Muslim world -- their Islamic programme?  Their modernism?  Or their opposition to established states?   What analytical tools are most useful to an understanding of specific movements?  We will explore these and other questions through a focus on Islamic modernism, Islamic reform, Sufism, and Islamism, i.e. political Islam, in this seminar.   

Course Mechanics:  Attendance is required and follows the AUC catalogue policy; missing two or more weeks of the course will result an a corresponding drop in your grade, or constitute an F.  Students must complete readings, write a term paper (topics are assigned) participate orally, lead discussions, give a ten minute presentation of your term paper topic.  Examinations are in-class essay format, and reading-responses written in class are the quiz format.  

The First Week:   Obtain syllabus, sign in, buy a reading packet from Artistic Bookstore.  Complete the readings for Wk. 1 & 2 by Feb. 12.  

Course Outline and Readings (BST= Bookstore order; LR = Library reserve CR = in Course Reader from Artistic *= extra reading, helpful for papers or discussion leaders) 

Week 1:          

Feb. 5
    Islamic Reform and Renewal 

Reading:  John Esposito, The Islamic Threat (Oxford) BST, LR, CR pp. 1-62; John Esposito, Islam and Politics, CR, LR, pp. 32-66; 

Week 2 :  Salafi Perspectives 

Feb. 12

Reading:  Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, and Rashid Rida in CR;. D. Commins, Islamic Reform in Syria in CR Chapters 1-3 at least. 

Week 3:  Salafism & Resistance, State-Islam

Feb. 19 

Reading:  

Esposito, Islam and Politics, CR, LR, pp. 32- 66; 66-102;  Mortimer, Faith and Power CR, LR pp. 126-185;  short selections written by Iqbal, S. Abid Husain, Algerian National Charter, and Fazlur Rahman all in  Islam in Transition, CR;  Ajami, The Arab Predicament, CR, pp. 177-193; Esposito, Islamic Threat, 77-87; Qaddhafi, "The Third Way" CR; Muhamad Shaltut? 

Week 3 and 4:  Ideologists

Feb. 26, March 5

Readings:  

Qutb, "Social Justice in Islam," CR, pp. 123-128; Leonard Binder, Islamic Liberalism (U. of Chicago) BST, LR pp. 107-205, * pp. 299-308; Khomeini,  (trans. Algar) Islam and Revolution CR, LR pp. 40-51; 200-8; 275-77; Islam and Politics, CR pp. 143-151; Islam in Transition, CR pp. 250-260

Extra reading:  Mousalli, chapter in CR 

Week 5:  Sufism 
Mar. 12 

I.  Serif Mardin, "The Naksibendi Order in Turkish History" in Islam in Modern Turkey, R. Tapper ed, Trimingham, and Chittick, selections in CR; Pir Ovayssi, Sufism and Knowledge & Sufism and Peace in CR 

 Islamism and Society:  Gender 
Mar. 19 

Reading:  Haddad and Smith, "Women in Islam," CR, Zuhur, Revealing Reveiling:  Islamist Gender Ideology in Contemporary Egypt, (S.U.N.Y., 1992) LR, possibly BST (especially Chapters 3 - 6), Slyomovics, "Hassiba Bou Ali," in CR or add -- Haeri's ?  

Week 6   Iran's Islamic Experiment

Mar. 26 
Reading:  Abrahamian, The Iranian Mojahidin LR pp. 9-125; Zubaida, "An Islamic State?" CR; Islamic Threat, pp. 101-118; *Sachedina, A. "Activist Shi'isms in Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon," in Fundamentalisms Observed, Martin and Appleby, eds. (U. Chicago) BST,  LR

Week 7:   Turkey, Afghanistan, Central Asia   

April 2

Reading:  LR;  Marguilies & Yildizoglu, "The Political Uses of Islam in Turkey," Middle East Report, CR;  Emelie Olson, "The Headscarf Dispute" A.Q, CR; Michael Meeker, "The New Muslim Intellectuals in the Republic of Turkey" in Islam in Modern Turkey, CR, LR; Konorofsky or Yamauchi in Mutalib & Hashmi, BKST . 

Week 8:   Egypt & Sudan

Apr. 9 

Reading;  Islamic Threat, pp. 93-100, 133-140; Baker, in Political Islam  Saad Eddin Ibrahim, "Egypt's Islamic Activism in the 80s," TWQ (Spr. 1988) CR; *John Voll, "Fundamentalism in the Sunni Arab World." in Fundamentalisms Observed,  P. Woodward, in Political Islam ;  Richard Mitchell, The Society of the Muslim Brothers  (Oxford, 1969)  

Apr. 23     Lebanon, Syria, Iraq 
Reading:  Islamic Threat, pp, pp. 140-151; M. Deeb, "Shi'a Movements in Lebanon," TWQ, A. Nizar Hamzeh, "Hizbollah," 

Week 10  Islamism in Asia 

Apr. 30       

Reading:  Mumtaz Ahmed, "Islamic Fundamentalism in South Asia," CR; SVR Nasr, chap in Political Islam, Judith Nagata, "Indices of the Islamic Resurgence in Malyasia," in Religious Resurgence, CR. Watson, "Muslims and the State in Indonesia," Keng-Fong Pang, "Islamic Fundamentalism and Female Empowerment among Muslims of Hainan Island" CR 

Week 11      Islamism and the Question of Palestine 

May 7

Reading:  Shedid, "The Muslim Brotherhood Movement in West Bank and Gaza," TWQ CR; Legrain and Haddad's chapters in Political Islam;   Peled in Mutalib and Hashmi, .  
Week 11:  The Maghrib

May 14

Reading:   Islamic Threat, pp. 151-167;  Boulby, "The Islamic Challenge," TWQ, CR; Jones, "Portrait of Rashid Ghannoushi," M.E. Report, CR; H. Roberts, "Algerian Islamism," in I.F. and the Gulf Crisis, * t.b.a.

Week 12:  Global Islamization
May 21   TERM PAPERS ARE DUE - no exceptions !

View Islam in America, dir. L. Miller) Try to find, book on Nation of Islam ?

Reading:   Webb, "Islam and Muslims in America," Islam, Muslims in CR  Nielsen, selections in  Muslims in Western Europe 

Week 13:   US Policy, Islam & Islamism 
May 28 

FINAL ESSAY EXAM - (will incorporate the readings below) 

Reading:  Islamic Threat, 168-212;  Kepel, "God Strikes Back"; Karawan, "Reislamization" both in Contention 2:1, CR; N. Ayoubi, Political Islam LR pp. t.b.a; Yvonne Haddad, "American Foreign Policy in the Middle East and Its Impact on the Identity of Arab Muslims in the United States,"  American Muslims and the Question of Identity

Papers are due.  

