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1. In Chapter III, Hamilton mentions several races of monsters.  Identify them and indicate why they qualify as monsters.

First there was a group of monsters that Hamilton did not name who were huge and had “a hundred hands and fifty heads”. Also present were one-eyed giants called Cyclopes that were “like mighty mountain crags and devastating in power”. After them came the Titans, who were equal to the rest in size and strenth, but were “not purely destructive”. Two other races of monster came from the blood of Heaven, who wounded was by his son, a Titan named Cronus. They were called The Giants and The Erinyes. The Erinyes, or “Furies” had snakes for hair and wept tears of blood. It was their job to punish sinners and couldn’t leave Earth until all sin was gone. Finally there was Typhon, a son of Earth who had “a hundred heards” and who’s “eyes flashed glaring fire”.

2. From your reading, explain how you could define two individuals/entities as monsters.

For defining monsters, I will choose the Titans and Typhon, as they appear to be monsters for different reasons. The Titans to me seem to be monsters from a process of elimination. They aren’t gods, or mortals, or animals and since they aren’t necessarily benevolent they must be monsters. Any being with god-like ability but without a god’s affinity for mankind must be a monster. Typhon, however, truly is monstrous. He is ugly, terrifying and destructive. He is an abomination to all inhabitants of the universe, and that is why he is a monster. 

3. Look at the two online sources for Prometheus (Aeschylus' Prometheus Bound and Hesiod's Theogony).  Does one of the two make you feel more sympathetic towards Prometheus?  If yes, why do you feel more sympathy for Prometheus in one story than the other?

Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound creates more sympathy for Prometheus then does Hesiod’s Theogony. This is because Hesiod describes Prometheus as cunning and devious and Zeus as wise and just, while Aeschylus portrays Prometheus as a being who did nothing but love mankind too much and Zeus as harsh and cold-hearted.

4. Prometheus was a Titan, but was he a monster?  What reason might one have for classifying him as a monster?  What reason might there be for not classifying him as one?

Prometheus could be thought of a monster in the sense that he was, being a Titan, very immense and very strong. However, he could be thought of as not a monster due to his love and championship of mankind. Personally, I would think of him as not a monster because he doesn’t seem very far away from normal human characteristics in his appearance or actions.

5. Zeus seems to change his perception of Prometheus during the course of their interaction.  How and why does his opinion of Prometheus change?

When Prometheus chooses to side with Zeus during his war with the Titans, Zeus is obviously very happy with Prometheus and likes him well enough to give him and his brother Epimetheus the job of creating man. However, in doing so Prometheus oversteps his power (at least in Zeus’s eyes) by giving man fire and the meat from the sacrifice Zeus is very angry. He gets back at Prometheus by not only creating woman, a race which is supposed to plague and make them unhappy, but also by chaining Prometheus to a rock high up in the Caucasus. It is this way until many generations later when Prometheus is released, either because Chiron sacrificed his life for him or because Hercules killed the eagle. In either case, we are led to believe that Zeus lets him free when he could just as easily kept him bound and so Zeus must have, over time, forgiven Prometheus and forgotten his grudge against him.

