The Monsters We Make
Study Questions – Set 2


Name: _____________________________________________
Date: _______________________


1. Once you have read through the various versions of Medusa's story, you will notice how many differences there are from one story to the next.  Describe one element of the story that is treated differently from one version to next and explain why the difference seems crucial to you.

One of the elements that changes from story to story is how Medusa came to be. This is very important because it can put the story in a different context. In Hesiod’s version Medusa seems to have always been ugly and terrible, however this changes in Ovid’s version. In his Medusa was changed into that state by Minerva (Athena) because she caught the eye of Neptune. In Apollodorus’ version Medusa also seems to be born the way she was when Perseus killed her, but he alludes to Athena’s hand in having her killed. If you go by Hesiod’s tale she is simply a terrible monster that is killed by a hero, but in the other versions there is deeper motivations of jealousy and anger.

2. Since no one has actually seen Medusa and survived, is her character description based on hearsay and gossip?  Has anyone ever described something monstrous to you that was much less threatening or frightening in person?

It would only be logical to assume that her description was based on hearsay and gossip, at least in the beginning. Perseus did see her reflection in the shield, however, and would have been able to give a good description of her from that. Also, since her head was saved, the description of her face and snake hair should be close to “true”. Once my friend told me about a ride at the fair that he said was the scariest thing he ever rode. It was called the “Kamikaze” and it turned you upside down and put you about a hundred feet in the air. It did look pretty monstrous, but when I rode on it I found that it wasn’t really any more scary to me then other rides. I guess that’s the closest thing in my experience to a monster that turned out to be less monstrous.

3. Go to the Gallery and look at two images of Medusa that you think are very different from each other.  Explain how they are different and how the reflect or represent certain aspects of one or another of the versions of the story. Make sure that you make specific reference to which images you are using in your answer.

The two images on the loggia.com Medusa gallery are very different from each other. The first one, simply named Medusa is fairly un-realistic and features Medusa snarling with her tongue out. This shows her as nasty and offensive. The other one, Medusa Rondanini, shows Medusa as more human. She looks sad and haunted. I imagine the first one might have been inspired by Hesiod’s version; where Medusa was just a miscellaneous monster, and the second on inspired by Ovid’s tale where Medusa was changed by divine intervention into a monster.

4. Medusa is generally the obvious monster in these stories, but can you view another character or personage as monstrous?  Who, and why?

You could see the sisters Enyo, Pephredo and Dino. They seem pretty monstrous in appearance, being old women from birth and sharing one eye and one tooth between the three of them. Also, in terms of behavior, you could see Athena as a monster for cursing an innocent mortal because she was jealous of her relationship with Neptune. It seems like a pretty cruel and ungodly action.

5. Do you think that these stories tend to play on traditional male or female roles as a basis for defining the monstrous? In either case, explain why you take the position you take.
No, I think the monsters tend to be similar to each other whether they are male or female. Both sexes of monsters are usually ugly or physically monstrous, and both tend to have little regard for others. Medusa’s role seems to be the same as a Cyclops’, or Typhon’s (etc…) All three killed humans and were horrible in appearance.
