SJFA has decided to launch a series of monthly features of outstanding fencers in our school to give them recognition for their achievements and hard work, and encourage them not to slacken their pace and strive for better results, so do check out the noticeboard on the first week of every month to find out who is the lucky guy!
The Fencer with a Difference

Well, it seems that another Foilist is being featured again in this month’s feature. It’s none other than Matthew Lam Hin Yui(211). Though only a Sec 2, he has displayed much promising talent in the fencing arena. He joined the sport out of natural curiosity and was drawn to what he puts as the “Coolness of the sport”.

This budding young prodigy has attributed most of his success to his interest in the sport, and his determination to improving his fencing calibre. He trains twice a week. Elaborating, he has this to say, “.....there was once when I was about to lose interest but  luckily I continued going on...that was the time when I found out I started losing my bouts even I though I trained.... NO PAIN ..NO GAIN !!”

Well, his sheer determination and hard work has definitely paid off. In the relatively short time span of only a few months, he has won a Bronze in the FM Open, and more recently, a Bronze in the Novices Singapore. Even more recently, Matthew took part in the U-20s. Although he did not bring back any silverware, he highlighted it as one of the greatest stepping stones in his fencing career.

This fencer is not only remarkable in his technique, he has demonstrated humble qualities characteristic of a true lasallian. Through an interview, he discloses to me that he would never have gotten this far without the support of his parents, his coaches, seniors and not forgetting his friends.

Well, I shall end this article with the customary message of the featured fencer. He wants to encourage other fencers to train hard too. He adds, “MESS WITH THE BEST, DIE WITH THE REST! WITH GREAT FENCING COMES GREAT HONOUR FOR THE CLUB!!” This message is certainly a breath of fresh air compared to the usual ‘train hard and do well’‘get your basics right’traditions, which makes Matthew Lam a fencer… with a difference.
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