Results of Novice Championship 2003

Foil Individual:

Bronze- Koh Wei Jia, Foo Suan Yee

Silver- Samuel Woon

Foil Team:

Bronze- Team B

               Joseph Lim

               Nathan Xu

               Kevin Kong

               Matthew Lam

Silver- Team A

               Koh Wei Jia

               Foo Suan Yee

               Cheong Jia Ren

               Samuel Woon

Sabre Team A made it to the semi-finals but sadly lost in the 3rd-4th placing bout.

Armoury Report

         Before the Novice Championships started, the armourers took all equipment, which were not working down to FM to Coach Jeff to repair. He repaired all the equipment except for Mark Tay’s and Samuel Woon’s blade as he had ran out of wires. They had to borrow blades.

         Before the fencers were registered each day, there would be a suit-up drill for everyone. All the fencers had all their equipment with them except for Lai Jun Jie whose blade was not repaired. He was not allowed to fence.

       Before all competitions all blades and bodywires were checked 

· Epee blades checked for weight and gauge test

· Foil blades checked for weight test

· All bodywires checked

All the blades pass the tests.

       All mask pass the mask test.

      During the competition only one blade was broken. Noel Phang’s suit was not allowed because there was a tear in it and he had to borrow a jacket from another fencer.

On the 1st day of the competition, Melvyn Yeo lost 2 of his blades. We have contacted the ITE fencers and FM fencers in an attempt to find the blades.

      There were no problems in the armory throughout the Novices and there were no defective blades or body leads.

Injuries       

      No fencer was injured during the competition.

             Tham Wei Yang who was supposed to be fencing in foil team C sprained his ankle in school while walking down the stairs on Thursday. He had not recovered by Sunday and and was replaced by Syed Nabeel who brought all his equipment to the competition. The change in fencers did not affect the team’s overall ranking.

Samuel Woon has a suspected torn thigh muscle and sort treatment for it prior to his events on Sun (16 Jan 2003), as a result, he was slated mainly as a reserve in the first team.

      The medikit was not use at all.

Major Reports

      Fall-in time was 1230 on Saturday and 0820on Sunday in Clementi Sports Hall. Attendance was poor and many boys had to leave for other appointments halfway through the competitions.

       Not everyone in the entire committee could make it down to Clementi Sports Hall on all the days. On the 1st day of the individual event (11 Jan 2003), Ngoh Zhen Ming was feeling unwell and came to Clementi to pass us his MC. Similarly, Matthew Harland could not come down as well due to some other obligations. On the 1st day of the team Competitions (18 Jan 2003), Samuel Woon was not at clementi as he was at physiotherapist for a torn muscle. Cheong Jia Ren only came down for a few hours as he had another school function to attend.

Times

      On The 11 Jan, the competition ended at 10 pm. On all the other days it ended about 6pm.

Discipline

       All boys were properly attired throughout the competition. They were allowed to wear sandals after they had fenced and when they went to take a shower.

       During lunch breaks most of the boys could only get their fellow fencers to have food bought back for them because there were still bouts going on and they could not leave.

        Some boys tended to wander away from their timekeeping duty after every bout and we had to enforce our authority and make sure they stayed there.

       Only 2 fencers were allowed at the bags at any time but there was often a crowd there. None of the SJI guys lost anything but Leon Kong from Fm lost his wallet near where the SJI guys placed their belongings. Enquiries were made but the wallet remains unaccounted for.

          There was some conflict between the 2 foil teams when team B was advised to drop the bout in the semifinals and concentrate for the bronze. The team refused to drop the bout and was defeated by team A. They wanted to see how far they could go against the other team.

          Lai Jun Jie was pulled out of his individual event because his blade was not working. The club had been warned weeks before hand that if their equipment were not ready on the day they had to fence they would be pulled out of the competition.

Trainers

         The new trainers were supportive and quite an encouragement to most of the fencers present. 

Reported by : 
Samuel Woon,



Chairman SJFA

Comments by Chief Admin:


Besides the events listed above, special mention needs to go to certain individuals who either contributed greatly or whose conduct needs some evaluation.

Trainers


Over all, I feel that the new batch of trainers are a success and will continue to contribute greatly to our cause over the next few years. Special mention must go to Nazir who helped aid n coach the saber B team and some of their members during their bouts even though he was not a saberist. I think that it is excellent that trainers no longer see themselves confined to leadership roles in only their own weapon groups and that the club responds well to this new trend.


Special Comment also to FQ n Nazir for leading the SJI C team which consisted mainly of the club’s weakest fencers to a closely fought battle w RJC A, losing out so narrowly that it will eternally put them to shame to remember that victory. Well done.

Attendance

Attendance towards the later half of competitions were however extremely discouraging. It is something we need to look into. The necessity of boys cheering for their club members and not shirking away from such responsibility is imperative to our motto honour above all. If we are unable to even do honour or justice to our friends, I do not see how we can do honour for our school.

Individuals of note.

In the course of the last two weeks, there are three main individuals of note I would like to single out for distinction for not giving up even though they were vastly out ‘shadowed’ by taller, stronger fencers. Aaron Kwan, Claudio Chock and Joseph Lim displayed such courage and tenacity in the face of superior ‘height’ odds that it would be wrong to forget their contributions. Joseph contributed greatly to the success of Team B Foil in winning the bronze. Aaron performed superbly in the individual though sadly lost in the DE. Claudio continued to show fighting spirit and contributed hugely to the epee team effort. It is my hope that the school recognise their extraordinary feats.

Discipline problems

During the team event, Kevin Kong refused to listen to instructions and advice and was key in instigating the Team B to go full out against team A which might have jepordised both their medal chances. Also, the act caused a rift between the two teams and remained a source of unwanted tencion throughout the competition. He also talked back and told several of the new trainers to “F*** off” or “get lost” during their attempts to reconcile the situation. It is my recommendation that Kevin be brought forward to the discipline committee attention to serve mainly as an example that such behaviour will never be tolerated against a trainer. However, in light of his remorse, I further recommend that any punishment be nominal.

Andrew

Dear Sirs, one of the boys we had initially let go from the club turned up at the competition. His name was Andrew and he has not attended any training since he was in Sec 2. He is now a sec 4 student. When questioned, he related that Mr Clement Fernandez had ordered him down, probably to fulfill the remainder of his ECA attendance record.

Sirs, it is my recommendation that we no longer accept Andrew as part of the club and that we submit a letter of appeal to the teacher i/c that his presence will be a hindrance to training and morale and discipline of the younger fencers. As such, he should no longer join us for further activities and seek perhaps another ECA

Old Boys

Foo Suan Yee and Ng Zhifu also fenced under the SJFA banner and brought significant glory to both themselves and the club with Suan Yee wining the bronze and Zhifu attaining the highest ranking among the epee fencers. Kudos and our thanks to them. It would also be pleasant if the school recognizes the contributions of these old boys and not see them merely as ex-students.

Presiding

The majority of the foil presiding went without any hitch – our plan of flooding the competitions with foil presidents seems to have paid off since we now have less presidents and opposition fencers complaining about or being biased against our boys. I think that the present postion on churning out new presidents needs to be maintained over the next few years. However, we did note sadly that the Russian coach Bobok made several glaring mistakes in his presiding by not seeing obvious parries and by not according the warnings intended for blocking of target. This can be verified by almost everyone who was there.

Results

Overall, the results were better than expected. In foil, we took five out of the seven medals at stake. However, on evaluation, there seems to be a fundamental confidence and performance problem with our boys these passed two years. On a technical level, the trainers have more than succeeded in imbuing in them the adequate knowledge and skill to win. This can clearly be seen by our superiority with regard to bladework, systems and tactics in the competitions. However, many of our boys fail when it comes to ‘crunch’ time. As trainers, we have hit a dead end on how to push them to fulfill their full potential and seek the advice of the coaches. 

Reported by:
Daniel Chia



Chief Admin SJFA

