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Praise

Origin: Pretium - Price or Value

Definition in Context: Recognition and acknowledgement of the worth of another

Reference: 

10the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 
    11"You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
   to receive glory and honor and power, 
   for you created all things, 
      and by your will they were created 
      and have their being."
Rev 4:10 – 11 

    11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang: 
   "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
   to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
   and honor and glory and praise!"
Rev 5:11-12

What is true praise?

It is sincere, and has conviction.  Worthy given to God

What is false praise?

Praise that is given to unworthy objects is false praise.  Prime value given to objects and not God and flattery are also examples of false praise.

The Grounds of Praise

Grounds of praise can be divided into two subsets.  We give praise to God for:

i. Inherent qualities – e.g. majester, holiness, compassion and power of God

ii. His works – Gods works of redemption and creation

Reference:

   1 Praise the LORD.
       Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
       his love endures forever.
Ps 106:1

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
       his love endures forever.
Ps 107:1

The key point is that we praise God because He is Good

The Difficulty of Praise

The barrier preventing praise is man’s sinful nature existing in two forms:

i. Limiting the praise of another 

ii. Promotion of own praise

Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 reference man seeking praise for themselves.  This act denies the worth of God

The Power of Praise

The truth of praise is when the one praising has appraised (meaning - estimated the value of something) the object of his praise.  

Romans 1:18-32

What happens when you give true praise?
1. Romans 1:21 – When you give true praise to God, you accept the true worth of God in our own life, partnering our self with God

2. When you give true praise to God, you realise your own true worth.  

· The refusal to praise God is a perversion and leads to dehumanization

3. When you give true praise to God, you realise creation’s true worth

· When you give disproportionate value to God and various things He created, there is:

i. a dishonouring of all creation

ii. the degrading of humanity Prov 14:31

iii. the perversion of true relationships

· We need to give objects their true value by correct praise – directed to God

· Praise needs to start on the inside – to be sincere

Worship

Relationship

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever”

Glorify = “To praise, to extol, to honour, to change into something more splendid or beautiful, to magnify”

John 15:8 

Romans 12:1

John 15:5, Rom 12:1

We are the branches to bear the fruits whilst Christ is the vine to produce the fruit.  In the sense of worship we should offer up ourselves as living sacrifices in the spiritual act of worship.

Intent of Worship

Origins: Weordschipe or Worthship – Old English 

Worship in the Bible goes back to the times of Abraham and Isaac, Gen 22.  (Sarah’s comments – I dare say right back to the times of Cain and Abel who offered sacrifices to God in worship)

Old Testament Worship
Definition (Ancient Hebrew): Shachah = to bow down, to prostrate, to fall on knee with forehead touching the ground, to fall flat, to revere

Ps 29:32, Ps 99:5
New Testament Worship 

Definition (Ancient Greek): Proskuneo = to be prostrate, to revere, to kiss towards, to kiss as a dog would kiss the hand of its master.

The point is that:

i. There can be true worshippers

ii. There is such a thing as true worship

iii. There must be truth in worship

Matt 5:23-24 and Amos: 5:21-23 

· There is such thing as insincere worship and there is a warning against insincere worship

Power of Worship

Rev 1:4-6 – we are created to serve God 

The spirit and truth of worship fits our shape.  It keeps us focused on God without ritualizing it.

Things that happen when we follow:

i. We exalt Jesus

ii. We establish a bridge between heaven and earth. Ex 19:6 It is a lifelong call for priests – that is we never outgrow worship.  We are pontifex- Latin for priests.

iii. We engage the kingdom 1 Peter 2:9 – “royal priesthood”

