Hillsongs 2005 – Series Summary


Morning Rally – Cultivating an Irresistible Response to the Goodness of God

Bobbie Houston

Reading Isaiah 58:6 – 59:14 

(I believe this reading is strongly taken out of context and readers should be wary of its application to the sermon.  This passage refers to confession of sin and repentance and has little relevance to the actual points of the sermon, which in itself is quite good but should have been related to a better passage)

Introduction

We need to present the truth of God to those who are hungry.  This should be done so it is irresistible (desirable) to others.  Ps 34:8 describes the goodness of God, from which we can taste and see.  However, Jer 17:9 says the human heart is deceitful and therefore people can reject God after tasting His goodness.

How then do we present the truth so people don’t turn away from it?

1. Get Christianity back to its original grass roots dynamic

· Keep it simple for everyday people

· Have life application for the now

· Communicate with quality, abundance and clarity

· Tradition turns people off.  This causes institutionalization.  We need to get it organic and honest and express it in terms that people can relate to.

2. “Welcome Home” – Entry Point Management of People

· We need to take people by the hand and lead them into the truth when they enter the church.  We cannot make it too difficult for pre Christians and new Christians or they will turn away.  

3. Create and cultivate an environment of safe haven

· Through the provision of shelter and protection 

· We need hard core commitment from people.  The commitment refers to the now and not the ‘let’s sit and think about it’ attitude

· For many people who don’t yet know Christ, this is the only way of escape from their realities.  Creation of a safe haven would make them feel more comfortable and open to the gospel.

