The great awe-inspiring, life-giving, light bringing, heavenly orb of morning we call - the SUN. 


If it were not for the SUN there would not, and could not be life on earth as we know it. 





As the cold fearful darkness of night approaches, we are reminded that it is a


very hostile environment. Truly, darkness was man's first perceived enemy! 


So naturally, man began to worship the SUN as a symbol of the life, and the light of the world, the all-knowing God of "Spiritual Illumination", "the Risen Light of the World." 
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"And God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth." And it was so. And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day." (Genesis 1:14-19 RSV)
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The sun is a medium-sized main sequence yellow star at the center of our solar system, about 93 million miles (150 million kilometers) from earth. Measuring about 865,000 miles (1,400,000 kilometers) in diameter, the sun could contain 1,300,000 earths. The sun is very big, very hot, and makes life possible on earth.
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I.


 From Astronomy Magazine December 1997





On December 21, the sun reaches the farest point south in its travels around the celestrial sphere. On December 21, those of us who live in the Northern Hemisphere will experience the shortest day of the year. You might assume that the 21st also features the latest sunrise and the earliest sunset of the year, but in fact, this isn't true. To understand what's happening, we have to examine a lovely curve known as the analemma. We start with the fact that our method of reckoning time is based on the sun's daily trip across the sky. Specifically, we've regarded mid-way, or "noon" as that time when the sun is highest in the sky, half-way between sunrise andsunset. You can generate the analemma by plotting the position of the sun in your sky at the same time each day, as astrophotographer Fank Zullo did several years ago. Between September 9, 1990, and August 23, 1991, he made 37 exposures of the sun on a single film frame. Each photo was taken at exactly 8:00 a.m. MST. He then used a simple double exposure technique, "burning in" the suns into the sky above the sundial. The analemma graphically shows why the latest sunrise and earliest sunset don't occur on the day of the solstice. 
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When the sun is above the long axis of the curve, the apparent sun runs ahead of the mean sun; when the sun is below, the apparent sun is behind. Thus the apparent sun, moving clockwise around the loop at lower right, is ahead of the mean sun before the solstice. That causes the apparent sun to set earlier. After the solstice, however, the apparent sun is behind the mean sun, causing the sun to rise later. At a latitude of 40 degrees north, the earliest sunset comes on December 7, while the latest sunrise occurs on January 4. 
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II.


An Analemma is the figure 8 symbol that indicates the Sun's declination.


The word 'analemma', originally derived from the Greek for a prop or support is Latin for the pedestal of a sundial and hence the sundial itself. Later meanings are an orthographic projection of the celestial sphere on to the plane of the meridian and a device for solving dialling problems. Nowadays it signifies the figure-of-eight pattern which relates the sun's declination to the Equation of Time.
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The verticle and horizontal lines measure the sun's declination and the equation of time.


The verticle line measures the latitude of where the sun is directly over head.


The horizontal line measures the time difference of when the Sun is directly overhead. This time leads or lags by up to 15 minutes. 


Sometimes the sun may be directly overhead at 12:15 and sometimes at 11:45,and it changes slightly every day. 





Show NiteMap Pro.





If you had a sundial, and every day at noon you put a mark where the tip of the shadow fell, you would notice these changes. After a year what you would end up with was a figure 8. (Like Tom Hanks did in "Cast Away").


In this picture, the bright spot from my flash is where the sun would be directly over head around October 20th.





The area that the sun moves north to south in, where it could be directly overhead is the tropics. The Tropic of Cancer is at latitude 23*27' North, and the Tropic of Capricorn is at 23*27' South.


If you were to make a sundial the angle of the pointer should match the latitude at which you are, and should


point due north. 


You could look up the angle of your pointer and it should point directly at the north star.





When you look at the verticle line and the horizontal line together, it looks like the christian cross, which later gives us the origin of God's Sun dieing on the Cross.


If you add in the top loop then it resembles the egyptian symbol of the ankh, the staff of life.
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In this picture below the Sun's rays go out like hands touching all of the land, and in one hand the Sun is giving the king an ankh, esentually giving him life.
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Since the most ancient times, the sun has been a favorite "god" or god symbol of pagan people all around the world. The Babylonians, Persians, Egyptians, Greeks and Romans all had their sun gods. The native peoples of North and South America widely practiced sun worship, as did their Asian ancestors. The Europeans too were deeply involved in sun worship, and many of their sun-god festivals were carried over when they professed conversion to Christianity.
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These can still be seen today in the Easter bonfire and sunrise services, and the Christmas burning of the Yule log.
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Sun worship was also widely practiced by the people of the Middle East, and even the Israelites were sometimes corrupted by it:
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Deification and adoration of the sun occurred primarily in agrarian societies. When man became a farmer, and thus dependent upon daily and seasonal changes of weather, he often turned to worship the great force that regulated these changes-the light and heat of the sun. The worship of the sun, although not peculiar to any one time or place, received its greatest prominence in ancient Egypt. There, the daily birth, journey, and death of the sun was the dominating feature of life. One of the most important gods of Egyptian religion was Ra, the sun-god, who was considered the first king of Egypt. The pharaoh, said to be the son of Ra, was the sun-god’s representative on earth. In later Egyptian religion, under the rule of Ikhnaton, the sun-god Aton gained complete supremacy in what was Egypt’s only monotheistic period.





The word utchat, sometimes spelled udjat, refers to Egypt's sacred eye symbol. 
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The right eye is called the Eye of Ra, symbolizing the sun. 
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The left is called the Eye of Thoth, symbolizing the moon.
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Both eyes together are the Two Eyes Of Horus The Elder. The eye is the part of the body able to perceive light, and is therefore the symbol for spiritual ability.





Sun Gods of Egypt





Ra - Sun Ray


Horus - Horizon Horus is risen


Isis - IS + RA + EL (Palestine god - Elite) = ISRAEL  ,also Gen - Isis


Osiris


Set - Evil Brother of Horus - Sun Set, Seth third son of Adam & Eve.


Amen - What you say after a prayer


Amen_Ra


Aton - Aton for your sins





In ancient Egyptian mythology, Horus was one of five offspring of the original pair of Egyptian gods, Ra and Rhea. Horus' siblings were Osiris, Set, Isis, and Nephthys. Osiris succeeded Ra as king of Egypt and married Isis, his sister. Their brother, Set, slew Osiris, who descended to preside over the land of the dead. The widow, Isis, called upon her brother, Horus, to destroy Set, which he did after many battles. Eventually, Osiris was resurrected.
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III.


The movement of the sun through the year and seasons has influenced many of our holidays or (holy-days).


In the past when people tracked the movement of the Sun they would have noticed


the length of the shadow grow longer or shorter each day depending on the season.





For istance, as we head toward winter the shadow grows longer each day as the Sun moves about a degree further south. All year long they had watched the sun move, every day. Then on Dec. 22,23,24 as the Sun reaches its far point to the south, the shadow does not change its length for these 3 days. They interprated this as the sun has died.





 Finally on Dec. 25 as the Sun starts to move back towards the north there is a noticeable change in the length of the shadow. They interprated this as the Sun has been re-born or reserected. This sounds very much like the story of Christ having died on the cross and being reserected 3 days later, and also gives us the Sun's birthday as Dec. 25. 





Why is Christmas celebrated on December 25th?


Although Christmas is celebrated on the 25th day of December each year, the exact date of Jesus' birth is unknown. Most biblical scholars agree that the birth, in fact, did not take place in December at all, but probably occurred during the spring of the year. The Gospel of Luke states that the shepherds to whom the announcement of the birth was made were watching theirs sheep by night (Luke 2:8) which would suggest the lambing time (the spring). Only then did shepherds bother to guard their flocks around the [p. 206] clock. In winter, for example, the sheep would have been kept in the corral.


Why, then, the 25th of December? Actually, the date was chosen not by the Christians, but by Romans, the traditional antagonists of the Early Church.


Each year as the days became noticeably shorter in November and December, the Roman citizens feared that the earth may be "dying". With the "return of the sun" at the end of December resulting in longer days, the Romans celebrated the "Feast of the Sol Invictus" (Unconquerable Sun") on December 25. Bishop Liberius of Rome ordered in 354 that all Christians celebrate the birth of the Christ child on that day. Scholars believe that the bishop chose this date so that Christians, still members of an "outlaw religion" in the eyes of the Romans, could celebrate the birth of their Savior without danger of revealing their religious conviction, while their Roman neighbors celebrated another event.





B.


The following is a quote from the 2000 Encyclopedia Britannica


"During the later periods of Roman history, sun worship gained in importance and ultimately led to what has been called a 'solar monotheism.' Nearly all the gods of the period were possessed of Solar qualities, and both Christ and Mithra acquired the traits of solar deities. The feast of Sol and Victus (open unconquered Sun) on December 25th was celebrated with great joy, and eventually this date was taken over by the Christians as Christmas, the birthday of Christ." 





The Pagan festival that was held at this time was called Saturnalia.





C.


 As the Sun moves north from its southerly "grave", on March 21 (the vernal equinox) it passes over the equator and into the northern hemisphere bringing our spring. 


Passover.





Why is the beguinning of the year Jan. 1? It seems more appropriate for it to be Dec. 25 the Suns birthday or Dec. 22 the solstice. Why is Easter in April? 





Caesar changed Roman year to Julian calendar January 1, 45 B.C.E





Sunday = Sun Day


Monday = Moon Day


Saturday = Saturn Day





D.


Easter's origin vastly predates the birth of Jesus, as a celebration for the return of the sun. Ancient civilizations worshipped the sun because it provided light, warmth and was associated with growth of crops. Divine significance was attached to the Sun God (Baldur) as well as to his wife, the fertility goddess Ishtar ("Eostre", the Anglicized version of her name was a quick jump to Easter).


At the time of the fall equinox, the sun begins to wane. The ancients believed that the Sun God was slain to atone for the sins of the world. After a long, dark and cold winter the sun once more returned for progressively longer each day. By the time of the vernal equinox, the earth once again yielded life and began producing crops: "spring". This was the invincible Sun God's victory over death.


The "resurrection" of the Sun God was preceded by a week-long observance atoning the death of the beloved god. There would be lamenting, and cathartic rituals. Meals of bread and wine, symbolizing the body and blood of the slain god, were believed to contribute to virility and sexual prowess.


Even greater potency would result from the worship directed toward Ishtar who effected the fertility of the crops and livestock as well as human sexuality. This is the reason that the observance in her honor is replete with symbols of fertility such as rabbits and eggs. It was a common custom for ancient Persians and Egyptians to color eggs with dye and give them as gifts. Ishtar was also the goddess of the dawn and the ancients held annual sunrise worship ceremonies in her honor. 


Another story that goes hand-in-hand with "the resurection" is the concept of some hero comrade of the gods, a returning Messiah, who brings peace on earth and or talks of the "end of time". 


What is so interesting is that predictions are astrologically based.


The "end-of-time" or "end of the world" is a misinterpretation. The phrase is correctly translated as the "end of an age" (aeon). For example, the ending of the "age of Pisces" and entering the "age of Aquarius". These "ages" last approximately 2000 years, according to the study of astrology, and derived from the earths precession.


This information is found in all cultures in the ancient world. 


When this was stated in the Bible, 


Matthew 28:20, ...teaching them to observe all that I command you; an lo, I am with you all the days, even to the end of the age.


Jesus was saying that he would be with his followers until the end of the "Piscean Age", 


and then according to 


Luke 22:10, (When speaking to them about where to go to prepare for Passover) 


And He said to them, "behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house that he enters.


he would be going into the "new age", or the "house of the man with the water pitcher", which is, according to astrology, the "age of Aquarius". 


Jesus fed the masses with two fishes; the 2 fishes of Pisces, in the age of Pisces. 





This is why the symbol of the fish is so important in Catholisism because the religion started in the age of Pisces.


The age before that was Taurus, thus the bull is important in Indian Religeon.


Next would be Gemini, then Cancer, then Leo, with the sun backing into each age and each age taking about 2000 years, the Sphinx since they recently found that it is twice as old as previously thought might be an analog to that age.




















