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The First World War and United States.

Imperialism had brought wealth to the Europeans and as well as United States during the 19th century. The wealth had not only produced political and economical power to the Europeans but also produced turmoil and hatred between the European nations. The outbreak of World War I had dragged most of the European countries into war and most of the “world powers” were involved. The United States, a young nation with only a little more than a hundred years in history and a rookie on the imperialism and diplomacy table was not involved during the outbreak of the war. The advantage of not getting involved in the beginning in this bitter world war gave United States tremendous benefits during and after The Great War.

Shortly after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Central Power had declared war to Serbs and later the Allies. At the beginning stage of the war United States had declared Neutral, but at the same time United States was selling goods and private banks were financing the allies, while export less goods and loaned less money to the central powers. From Germany’s perspective the economic linkage between U.S. and the Allies meant U.S. was a shadow supporter to the allies. 

The demand for goods and materials from Europe gave American industrialist, investor, and merchants a new market to sell their goods, invest, and trade. While private banks financed the Allies giving them cash and liquid their ability to buy, American industries and merchants would sold them their goods and Allied countries would brought these goods used the money that were lend by American banks. In this process American would not only sold their goods and make a profit but would also gained interest from the loans to the Allies, this double dip advantage had make “…the rich who took even more direct charge of economy.” (Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States. Page 363.) 

By early 1917 the war in Europe was a stalemate, the allies needed fresh blood badly in order to win this war. With German submarines attacked American merchant vessels and German Foreign Secretary Arthur Zimmermann’s telegram to Mexico for military alliance. U.S. became certain that it had to enter the war and on April 6, 1917 Congress declared war against Germany. Was it only because of the submarine attacks, strategic threat, and class struggle that got U.S. directly involved in the war? Or was it time for Americans to set themselves a place in the international stage? In A People and A Nation, written by Norton, Katzman, Blight, Chudacoff, Paterson, Tuttle, Escott, and Brophy suggested U.S. “went to war to reform world politics, not to destroy Germany.” (Page 404.) It also suggested that this was an opportunity for U.S. to participle in the international politic stage in a significant fashion: “…Wilson concluded that America would not be able to claim a seat at the postwar peace conference unless it became a combatant.” (Page 404) 

During the war American Expeditionary Force had gained valuable experience from the high tech European battlefield. United States Armed Forces were introduced Aircraft, Tank, submarine, and chemical warfare. Being an outdated army when first enter the war American army had shows it’s effectiveness and quickly adapted to the high tech battlefield and new tactics. Most importantly the junior officers of that time had gained experience in the field, which would be proved valuable when they became senior officers during the next world war.

Massive intervention in the conflict had insured the United States became part of important roles in restructuring the world when Germany surrenders. The proposal of Article X in Paris Peace Conference had proved that United States had a respected place in international diplomatic relations.

Domestically, the class struggles between the rich and poor were getting intense as merchants and investors profiting from the war in Europe. The tensions were getting tighter as each day the war goes by and U.S. badly needed a solution for this. The result was getting into war: “American capitalism needed international rivalry – and periodic war – to create an artificial community of interest between rich and poor…” (Zinn, A People’s History, Page 363) This deception against class struggle had worked quite efficient during the war and had successfully prevented class war at that time.

United States had also gained experience on varies things that would be proved helpful to the nation’s effort of war, for example the exercise of Propaganda’s persuasion from speakers to Americans was a effective tool to united peoples thought and focused on winning the war. The Espionage Act of 1917 gave U.S. a tool to use against spy and had control over domestic threat.

Overall United States was a big winner in World War I, mainly because it benefited a lot politically, socially, and economically from the war. Its massive intervention of the war had gained United States a high repetition among the allies and became a world power after the war. It’s propaganda and effort to support the war had proved to successfully deceived people’s attention on class differences. Its massive export during the war had boosted American economy to a higher stage. Therefore United States had tremendous benefits during and after The Great War.

