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The following table illustrates the ovigin of the Mulidl seotions and
sub-sections :—

MUHIALS.
I
] | ] ]
Chhibbar., Baid, Lan, Datt. B4,
{ | ! |
Bidh Sdhdr, Sidh Bhoj. Sidh Sdm, " Bidh Ch4r. (Name of Sidh
i not known).
Setpdl (Bir), Bhojepotre, SBhimepotre, I 1
| Kuli Dhiru. ().
{ B! Chand, | Dhanan, Lalri Tuakht
Midho Dis.  Rémé Nand. | Dhirnpotre {Bunjahi). Lalyi
| | Kundiare (Bunjihi), {B4ri),
Mnrochhine. Rimf4 Nandune, (Bunjihi),

Dhananpotre (Biri).
(T |

[ | | 1 [ [ 1
Awmri-  Bheru. Bibe. Dand- Chuniwal Tulumbiyn, {3).
wile, wile.  wile, Dumhh, ( B4ri). (Bari), Sit-puria,
{Bunjdhi),

f I ! A
Prithlwf Mal., Wadhu Rém. Manghil Rim.  Kilki D4s.

Prithwi Maline, Wadh’wéni. Mangwiéni, Kalki Ii)ésﬁni.
Thedescendants of the five Sidhs are further sub-divided into pinchtolias
(who give their daughters not less than 5 tolas of gold as dowry) and
tritoliyas (who give not less than 3). The latter rank below the former,

The origin of the Mnhidls is thus described : In Sambat 200
Vikrami the five Sidhs went to the Nanntihi Hill and there practised
asceticism.  About that time too the Khatris of the Aror family
(now the Arords} and the other Khatris tell out, so tho latter separated
from the Aroris and became Jajmdns of the Sidhs. The Muhidls
who did not attach themselves to the Arords refused to aecept alms
(din) and are still purely secalar, They are found chiefly if not
exclusively in Réwalpindi * (whero many are Sikhs) ; in Jhelum and
Shéhpur as Iandholders or in service. All Muhidls may marry girls of
Brahman families which are not Muhigl,

A small group of secular Brahmans found at Haridna, in
Hoshifrpur is the Kanchan Kawal, They are also called Suraj Duaj
(Sun-worshippers). Their ancestor camea from Delhi as a kdningo
to Harifna, whence they are also called Kéntingos, They can marry
in the ndnkd’s got, avoiding only the father’s got. They do not take
charity (din), and either take service or engage in trade or caltivation,
If any one of them takes alms he is outcasted and they do wot
intermarry with him,

Other purely lay groups of Brahmans are ¢ the Dnarocmr of the
Dhiind and Karrél Hillg in Hazdra, who are also called Mahéjans: the
Tacas of Karndl, who are Gaurs by origin and agricultnrists Ey avoea- .
tion : and the eriminal Taads of the same District,

THE SARSUT BRAHMANS.
The Sdrsut is essentiully the Brahman of the Punjab, jost as the Khatg
18 distinctively a Purjab caste. The Sdrsut, ag a body, minister to all

the Hindu castes, possibly even to those which are unciean and so stand
outside the pale of Hinduism, Toon this fact is based the leading -
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principle of their organization, which is that the status of each section
depends on the status of the caste to which it ministers. Inaccordance
with this principle, we may tentatively classify the Sdrsub thus i—
Sub-group i.—Brahmans of Brahmans, called Shukla.
Sub-group it.—Brahwans of the Khatris—
1. Puanch-ziti. 4. Bunjdhis. i 5. Khokharin¥
2. Chhe-zdti. 3. Asth-hans. 6. Sarin.
Sub-group tii.~ Brahmans of Arords.
Sub-group iv.—Brahmans of Jits.
Sub-group v.—Brahmans of inferior castes, e.g, the Chamarwd.
Further, each of the sub-groups i divided into grades on the analogy
of the Khatri caste system thus—
1. Panchziti. 8. Bunjahi.
2. Biri. 1 4. Inferior zdtis.
Thus we may take the Shuklat Brahmans to comprise the following
guls :—

(Gallia 3 Jetli.
[ Malia | Jhingan,
Panchziti .o 4 Kapuria L or 4 Mohla.
Bhaturia t Kumaria,
J Trikha,

T he Sdrsut Brahmans of the Khatris.—The connection of the Khatri
with the Sirsut Brahman caste is peculiarly close. One tradition of is
origin avers that when Parasu Rdma was exterminating the Kshatriyas
a pregnant woman of the caste took refuge with a Sdrsut. When her
child, a son, was born, the Sdrsut invested him with the janes and
{anght him the Vedos. Henco the Sdrsuts are invariably the parohits
of the Khatris, and from this incident arose the custom which allows
parohit and jajman to eat together.

The boy married 18 Kshatriya girls and hig sons took the names of the
various rashis and thus founded the gotras f the Khatris, which are the
came as those of the Brahmwans. This legend explains many points in
the organization of the Sdrsut Brahmans in the Punjab, though it is
doubtless entirely mythical, having been intended to account forthe close
dependeuce of the Brahmars of the Sérsus branch on the Khatri caste.

Group L—Panjzitii. At the top of the social tree stund five sections,
which are the parolifs of the Dhaighar

1. Mochla. . . .

é‘ Tl } Khatris. This groop is koown as the
3. Jhingan, ¢ Group Panjzéti or Panjzéti or ‘ five gections,’ and also as
4, Trikha, | Pachhdda. Pachhdda or ‘ western Ii the Brah-
5. Kumavia. |

mans followed the Khatri orgauization
in all its complexity we should expect to find these sections constituting
the Dhdighar sub-group of a Bari group, und they are, it would seem,
called Dhiigbar-Lahoria, at least in Liahore. :

There arc"also said fo be two groups, each of 5 zdéls, which once formed
themselves into endogawons cligues. These were: {2) Kalia, Malia, Bhaturia,

* Probably this is correct, The Muhidl having ceased to be Brabmans at all, nolonger
minister to the Khokharin-Khatris and so a epecial group of Khokhardn.Brahmans has had
to be formed.

T The Shuklas are beggars, who come from the east, from the direction of the United
Provinces. They beg only from Brahmans, but are not their parchits, They are quite
distinet from the Shukal of the Simls Hitls,
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Kapuria and Baggas, and (4} Jhingan¥, Trikhat, detlif, Kumhriag, and
Punbu.|| The last-named got was, however, replaced by the Mohlas¥], be-
cause one of its members was discourteous o his daughter-in-law’s people,

The Bari gronp further, in addition to the Panchzdtis, comprises the
lollowing 7 gots Paumbu, Gangdhar,s* ) artha, Sethi Churdvaur,
Pbiranda and Purang.,

Group II—Bunjéhi, This group contains several sub-groups whose
relations to one another are obscure, and indeed the snbject of con-
troversy, They may be classified, tentatively, as follows ;e

Sub-group i~ Asht-bans, with the following eight sections :—

In Amritsar : or i Karndl : and in Patigls,
e, —— r_.—_....._}t_ —
f Band. o &._Saml. o L, Sand,
2, Shori. 2. Patak. 2. Suri,
3. Pitak. 3. Joshi Mahrur. 3, Pitak,
4, Mabrur, 4, Joshi Malmai. 4. Joshi Malmai.
5. Joshi. 5. Tiwanj, - 5. Joshi Mahrur,
8, Tiwari, 6. XKnural, 6, Tigariti
7. Kauaral, 7. Regne, 7. Xuaral
8, Bhardwiji. - 8. Ratn Bhardwij.
Sub-group ti,—Béra-ghar or Bira-zdti (also called Biri) :—
1. Sarad. 7. Manan, In E‘azém—Vajra. Bang,
2. Bhanot, 8. Bhambi. Vardeo, Sudan,
8, Airi. 9. Lakhan Pal. Paonde, Majja,
4, Kalie.1t 10, Patti, Bhog, Bem,
5. Parbhakka, 11. Jalpat, Ichar, Dhamumi,
B, Nabh 12, Bahjpal, Ramdeo, Tara.

* Thingan is said o be derived from jhinga or jhanjh, a bell, because the sound of a bell
was heard at its eponym’s birth., ‘vhig got is supposed to be only 20 generations old,
It has thres sub-sections, Gautam, Athu and Nathu, Further, Nathu's descendants are sub.
divided into the less known sub-divizions of Ukamnapati ang Kanwlapati., The Jhingans
gofra is Bhardwij ; their parverds Bhrigu, Bharjan and Bhardwaj, their shithd Madhunjan
and the Rig Veda their veda, At Dipdlpur ab the house of an ancestor, Bab4 Chhajjil, they
held a fairin Migh, at which the chila, jhand, janeo and other rites ure performed, Nathu's
descendants all wear a nath in the nose, '

t Trikha's gstra is Parashar and it is sub-divided into the Palwarda, Aura and Dwija
sub-sections,

1 The Jetli gotra ig Vatsa, and its sub-sections are Vialepotra, Chandipotra, and Riipe-
potra—all eponymous. The two former are replaced by Habbils and H aripotra, eccording
to another account, The Mihrotra Khatris make them offerings on the 12th of the light
Lalf of each lunar month, )

§ The Kumhria gotra is also Vaiga and they 100 have thres sub.sections,

Il Apparently the same as the Paumbu, below.

¥ Yhe Moblas gotra is Somastam, and its sub-sectiong 8re Dalwali, Shiv-Nandi and Alkgdshi,

** Of the Vasisht gotra, They have five snb-gections, Veds Vyds, Gangihar (sic),
Gosaio, Bariph, and Gangawishi, so-called because they used to lead bands of
pilgrims to the Ganges, They were exempt from tolls under former governments,
The Sarfph (Sarraf) were bankera, The Gosains had many jajmdns and ihe Veda
Vyds were Jearned in the Vedas., 'the Gangdhars still perform their jhand or tonsure rite
oear the roins of old Jhang, near which town they possessed a pumber of wells, each
ingoribed with their names, :

1+ 0r Tawaria. At marriage they donot let the bride g0 fo ber father-in law’s house,
but send instead a big gur cake wrapped in red cloth, If however the mukidwd ceremony is
performed at the same time ns the wedding, they let the bride go also, otherwise they send
her afterwards when her mukldwd 1s given, —

11 Probably the sams s the Bhabakkar, agot named after a Rishi, Tis members make
a boy don the janeo (sacred thread) in his 8th year. Clad as & sddhwe in a faqir's dress with
the aif or chola, the mirg-chhala (deer-skin) aud kachiol (a wallet for collecting alms) he
tl;egais from door to door and is then Lidden to go to the forest, Lut kis sister brings him

ack, .

.
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The Zdt-wegle i

Sub-group iit.~FPan]-ziti ii. About 116 years ago the Brahmans
of the five sections below used to give their danghters in marriage to
the Dhdighar- Lahoria Brahmansg ;-

(1) Kalie, (3) Kapuria, (5) Bagge.
{2) Malie, (4) Bhaturie.

When their danghters © began to be treated harshly in the houses of
their fathers-in-law, these Brabhmans {panjzdf or five sections) arranged
to contract marriages only among themselves ” and ceased to form re-
lationships with the Dhéighar-Lahoria,

Sub-group iv.—Chhezdt-wala,—Similarly several other sections of
Brahmans gave up giving daughters to the Dhaighar-Lahoria Brah-
mans, such as— _

(1) Pandit. { (8) Dhunde, ] (5) Dhan Kaji,

(2) Pétak, (4) Gadbari, (6) Chhukari,

Sub-group v.—Panchzit-wile iii—
{1) Chuni, I {3) Lamh, : | (3) Sarballie.
{2) Rabri. (4) Neule.

Sub-group vi.—Sat-ziti—

(1) Sajre, (4) Neasi. i (8) Sardal.
(2) Punj, {6) Chuni. i (7) Anni,
(8) Bandu.

The above four sub-groups are called collectively Zit-wdle,

Sub-group vit.—This comprises the remaining Bunjdhi sections.

The Zét-wdle stand higher than this last sub-gromp ¢, in that
they do not accept offerings frow, or eat in the houses of, Néis,
Kaldls, Kumhérs or Chhimbas, whereas the latter do both. Moreover,
the Asht-bans and Chhe-24tl sub-groups claim to be superior in status
to the Birfs, but some families of these two sub-groups stooped to
give daughters to the Jatter sub-group, and were, therefore, excom-
municated by the remaining families of the Asht-bans and Chhe-zéti
sub-groups, so that they lost status and formed a new sub-grounp called
Bans-puj. 7This sub-group now gives daughters.to the Asht-bans and
Chhe-ziti sub-groups, but takes its wives, it isaileged, from the Bdris,

Thuos the Brahman organization' reflects the main outlines of the
Khatri scheme, but, though ¢n many points of detail our information
is incomplete, it is certain that local conditions modify the organiza-
tion. For instance in Bahdwalpur the Khatris are few, while the
Arords are numerous and influential, o that we find the following
scheme (—

Sub-group i.—Five sections, Mohla, Jetli, Jhingran, Trikha,
Kuomaria.

Hypergomous sub-group 4.—Five sections, Dhaman-potra, Bama-

-potra, Bhoje-potra, Setpal, Takht-Lallidri ; and

Hypergamous sub-group éit.—Seven seotions, Lalhdri, Bi4s, Kandaria,
Kathpala, Shangru-potra or Wed, Malakpura, and Bhenda.

Of these three sub-groups, the five sections of the first are Brah-
mans of the Khatrfs generally, not of the Dhifghar-Biri Khatris
exclusively, while sub-groups 72 and 4i¢ are Brahmans of the Arords
in that part of the Punjab.
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The rules of marriage~—~Like the Khatris, the Bunjshi Brahmang
profess to follow the wsual ¢ four-got * rnle in marriage, but, precisely
like the Dhdighar Khatris, the Zat-wale Brabmaus avoid only their
OWn section and the mother’s relations. Ay least this appears to
be the usual rule, but it would he rash Yo say it is an invariable
one, Fop example, the Bang-paj are ap exception. The Asht-bans
obtain wives from them, but if g fathep has taken a Bans-puj wife,
the son may not ; he must marry an Asht-bans or loge status, That
IS t0 say, the Asht-bans may only stoop to inter-marriage with the
Bans-puj in alternate generations,

Similarly the ¢ four-got *rule is relaxed ip other cases. Thus the

anchan-Kamal section of Hoshidrpnr are also called Suraj Doz,
(Sun-worshippers). Their ancestor came from Delhi as g gdningo
at Haridna ; henee they are called QRéniingos. Thege Brahmang can
marry in the udnka got, avoiding only the father's got. They do not
take any dan {ebarity} and may either take service or engage in trade
or cultivation, If any ove of them takes to receiving charity, he is
considered an outehst and they do not intermarry with him,

The ages of morridge.—Among the Bunjihi Brahmans the age of
betrothal is from 4.8 and that of marriage tfrom §-192 years in
Riwalpindi. It is, however, impossible to lay down any universal
rales, as, generally speaking, the ages of betrothal and marriage
depend upon the status of each family within the group, as is the
case among the Khatris,

The revolt against hypergemy.—It will be seen how the lower syb.
groups of the Kyarrs bave endeavoured to shake off the yoke of the
higher in matrimonial matters, A similar revolt against the position
of the Dhaighar occurred amongst the Sdrsnt Brahmans, About 116
JOArs 8go, suys the account received from Awritsar, the Lahoria
Dhéighar used to take daughters from the Panj-zit 4; bug owing to
the ill-treatment, meted out to the girls by the Dhéighar, they resoly-
ed to discontinye the custow, and the three other groups of the Z4t.
wile followed suit while the remaining Bunjahis continned to give
wives to the Zét-wéle, but no longer recoived them in return, The
result was that the Bunjéhis could not ¢btain wives and many fami-
les died out, so it was resolved by the Bunjshis that they should for
the futare break off all connestiion with the Zat-wile, unless any of the
latter should agree to give them daughters in return, This wag prior o
Bambat 1932 when a second meeting at Amritsar renewed the compact.

It muy be worth noting that in hoth castes the proceedings of
these conferences were conducted in a forma] manuner, writtey agree-
ments being drawn up, and the families whigh agreed to the de-
mands put forward being entered in a register from time to time,

The territorial groups.—Like the Khatris the Brahmans have tepri.
torial gronps, bat these groups do not usually correspond with the
territorial groups of the former. TFor instance, the Brahmans of the
Murree Hills are divided inio two sub-casteg— Pahdria and Dhakochi,
who do not mtermarry or eat together. The Dugri Brahmans corre.
spond to the Dugri Khatris of the Sidllkot sub-moutane, hut they are
8aid, on the gne hand, to give daughtors to the Sirsut, and, on the
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other band, to intermarry with the Batehrn group of Brahmaus in
Kéngra. Allusions have been already made to the Pachbdda and] to
the Lahoria, terms which seem to be applied exclusively to the five
highest sections who serve the Dhdighar Khatris.

Tar SArsuT BEAHMANS OF THE ARORAS.

The grouping of the Brabmans of the Arords has already been des-
cribed in dealing with the Wateshars' ayztem, and they farther are said
to be thus divided :

Bhojapotrn. Sitpal.
Panch-z44H ... EShamapotm. Takht Lalyi®*
Dhannanpotra.
['The Panchzétis, together with the—
) | 6. Tuchhrat. 10, Bhardwiji.
Biri ... .4 7. Shingupotra, 11. Eathpala.}
LS, Malakpurs, 12, Kandhiara,
9. Khetupotra,

But the most interesting territorial group of the Sdrsut is that of
the Kéngra Brahmans whose organization shows no traces of the
Khatri scheme, but reflects that of the Hindn Réjputs of Kéngra, and
which will, therefore, be described ab some length.

Tae Branuans oF KANGRA.

The Sirsub des or jurisdiction extends from the Saraswatl river in
Kurukshetr to Attock on the Indus and is bounded by Pehowa on the
east, by Ratia and Fatebdbid in Hissar, by Multdn on the south-west,
and by Jammu and Nurpur, in Kéngra, on the north,

Thus the Brahmans of Kéngra, who are or claim to be Sdrsut by
origin, stand beyond the pale of the Sdrsut organisation, but they
have « very interesting organisation of their own,

We_find the following groups i—
i—Nagarkotia.
ii—DBatehru.
iii,—Halbaha, or cultivating.

Group I.—The Nagarkotia are the Brahmans of the Katoch, the
highest of the Rdjputs, gud they were divided by Dharm Chand, the
Katoch Réj4 of Kéngra, into 13 functional sub-groups, each named
£t er the duties it performed in his time, These are—

i ~=Dichhit, the Guris of the Katoch, who used to tench the Giyabri
manira.

4 —Sarotari, said{to be from Sanskrit saro ladh. Their duty was
to pour ahoti or offerings of ghi, etc., into the hawan kund
when a jag was performed. They had learnt two Vedas.

is1—Achdria, who performed the jag.

* The Lalri have five sub-gections : —L&l Lalri, Vida Lelri, Takbt Lalr, Ghaniyal
Lalri and Raj Bakht or Jan,

+ By gotra Shamundal, the’ Kathpilas have four gub-gections, Surango, Sidha, Gilkila
and Pathak,




