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What is a Project?

1. 
“A teaching style based on pupils working together in small groups to investigate different questions about the same topic.” (Howe and Jones, 1989)
Importance


This strategy puts responsibility on learning on the learner and encourages initiative and flexibility. This fits in well with the recent trends in education and with the theories of how students learn best.

Planning a project


The teacher has to act as advisor, guide, encourager, and evaluator to steer the students in the right direction.


Having written objectives, follow these four steps:
1. Choosing a topic – certain questions need to be answered. Is it a long or short term 

project? Is the topic related to text?

2. Doing the project – here the decisions to be made include, will projects be done in 

class, at home? Time to be spent on the project. What are the deadlines?

3. Presenting the project – part of the assignment must focus on the finished product.

4. Evaluating the results – criteria must be established at the beginning of the 

assignment.

Steps involved:

· Introductory lesson – in order to give instruction and guidance

· Identification of the topic – this is done by both teachers and students

· Identification of the main issues – the issues that would be addressed under the topic

· Organizing the task

· Monitoring the individual

· Regrouping the information – the information collected has to be analyzed and written up in meaningful and creative ways according to the aims of the task

· Project presentation – can be oral or written

2. Evaluation

What will be expected of the student in the project?

· Planning, organizing and doing the practical work – this will be done in relation to the overall aims and title of the project.

· Attendance of practical sessions

· Sound scientific practice – in all its aspects from the design and planning to the analysis and interpretation of the results and presentation of the project in a report.

· Results-on – good results will be expected in the sense that they have been produced from sound scientific investigations.

· Initiative

· Discussion with the supervisor – you may have to approach your supervisor.

· A project report – written up according to standard scientific style and format.

· A knowledge and understanding of the aims and background to the project - related a knowledge and understanding of the related literature.

· A critical assessment

· Improvement with experience – as you practise the techniques you will improve

Help the student can expect from the supervisor (Initial)

· Propose a project.

· Provide students with key papers or references

· Discuss fully with your students possible lines of investigation within the project.

· Make arrangements for your students to become familiar with any techniques, methods, instruments etc. that are needed for their project.

· Confirm that students know what is expected of them – this includes ensuring that they are aware of the assessment procedure for the project.

Help students can expect from the supervisor when the project is underway

· Discuss the development of the project.

· Check that the students are progressing satisfactorily.

· Discuss and interpret the results with students.

· Read critically a draft copy of the project report.

Assessment

All pupils who completed their projects should receive positive feedback and encouragement. This kind of teaching is developmental and requires sensitivity, patience and persistence on the part of the teacher. Set a criterion for assessing the project.

Strengths of the project approach

1. It aids acquisition and retention of knowledge

2. It facilitates the feeling of ownership on the part of the student

3. It allows students to work at their own pace

4. It fosters group and community spirit

5. It allows the development and assessment of values and attitudes in students.

Weaknesses of the project approach

3. It is difficult to assess, especially group projects

4. It could be quite time consuming

5. It is sometimes difficult to assess the amount of assistance given by parents and other persons

6. Teachers sometimes give more help to some students, to the disadvantage of others

7. Insufficient resources may hamper students. Add to this the difficulty in collecting data and information – many interviewees are reluctant to give assistance.
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