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The purpose and goals of this course are to refine and build upon students reading, writing, and speaking skills.  We will examine a broad range of literature that will prepare students for the ELA exam in January, for post-secondary placements, and for life.  It is my goal to engage students in active learning activities that will help them appreciate literature for the value that it adds to life, allowing students to build character and perspectives that will assist them with their own lives no matter which road they choose to travel.

Learning Activities:

Learning Activities
The purpose of education is to prepare one for experiences beyond high school.  Because each student has different goals after high school, a variety of learning activities will be used to create a positive learning experience for ALL students.  Including but not limited to:  cooperative learning, authentic project-based learning, peer tutoring and evaluation, subjective and objective evaluations, writing journals, blogs, essays, projects, webquests, and presentations.

Grades  

All graded assignments will be worth a certain number of points.  Students will know the value of each assignment when it is made.  Grades will be determined by dividing the student’s score by the value of the assignment.  For example, if a student received 35 out of 50, he/she demonstrated 70% mastery.  To determine a quarter grade, I will total a student’s points and then divide by the possible total.

Materials
Due to the number of printed materials that will be given to students, each student is required to have a binder or a durable folder and a notebook.  Students are expected to bring this binder, a writing utensil, and appropriate text to class every day.  Not bringing required materials to class will prohibit students from fully participating, which will lower the student’s classroom participation grade.  English materials will be collected throughout the academic year at random to be graded to assist in developing organizational skills.

Journals/Notebooks  

Each student will need to keep a journal.  This journal could be in the form of a notebook or loose-leaf paper kept in a binder.  At the beginning of every class, students will work quietly and independently in their journal for the first 5 minutes of class.  These activities will include journal writing, vocabulary enrichment, developing sentence structure, and writing enrichment.  It is essential that students date all journal entries, when they are absent it is their responsibility to get the journal activity from a classmate and complete it.  These journals will be kept in the student’s binder or folder and will be checked every five weeks for completeness and assigned a grade between 0 and 50.  It is imperative that students keep their journals and other English materials organized and up to date.

Extra Help  

Students who are having difficulty or just want extra help are encouraged to see me.  With proper notification, I am available before and after school.  I am also available during the following periods:


It is my firm belief that the education of your child can be improved with open communication between teacher and parent/guardian.  My website www.geocities.com/stacymallery is available to keep you abreast of what is going on in our English classroom.  If you ever have any comments or concerns, please contact me.  I will in return provide the same courtesy to you.

Student Name____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian__________________________________________________________

Best time and # to call_____________________________________________________

Comments______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

There are only two things that I ask of ALL students:





�





It is expected that students will come to class on time, prepared, and ready to learn daily. 


It is expected that students will treat everyone with respect at all times.


It is expected that students will listen when others are speaking.


It is expected that students will contribute intelligently to the class discussions/work.


It is expected that students will give 100% effort in this class.





These are skills/behaviors that are assessed on a regular basis in the “real world” and will also be assessed on a regular basis in this classroom.  Students will receive an evaluation that assesses these skills every 5 weeks.  These evaluations are worth 50 points each and will need to be signed by a parent and returned to receive the points.








 “The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.”  --Mark Twain











