1. GREAT SPIRIT 

O Great Spirit, Whose voice I hear in the winds, And whose breath gives life to all the world, hear me! 

I am small and weak, I need your strength and wisdom. 

Let Me walk in Beauty, and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. 

Make My Hands Respect the things you have made and my ears sharp to hear your voice. 

Make Me Wise so that I may understand the things you have taught my people. 

Let Me Learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock. 

I Seek Strength, not to be greater than my brother, but to fight my greatest enemy-myself. 

Make Me Always Ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes. 

So When Life Fades, as the fading sunset, my spirit may come to you without shame. 

16 Sioux tribes meeting in Arizona first printed in a Los Angeles paper in 1958. http://www.barefootsworld.net/natpray.html
2. & 3. Mother Earth and Father Sky

Oh, our Mother the Earth; 
Oh, our Father the Sky, 
Your children are we, 
With tired backs. 
We bring you the gifts you love. 

Then weave for us a garment of brightness.... 
May the warp be the white light of morning, 
May the welt be the red light of evening, 
May the fringes be the fallen rain, 
May the border be the standing rainbow. 

Thus weave for us a garment of brightness 
That we may walk fittingly where birds sing; 
That we may walk fittingly where the grass is green. 

Oh, Our Mother Earth; Oh, Our Father Sky. 

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/6979/prayer.html
4. Moon

Oh Great Grandmother Moon

Through you we learn the lessons of birth, life and death. Help us to always honor all the gifts you bring us. As you guide us on our inward journeys, teach us the wisdom of your ways. Help us to hear your unspoken words and grant us the gentle love of your light upon our hearts.

5. Fire

Oh Great Spirit of Fire

Grant us strength in body and mind.

Help us to see the flaws within ourselves

And grant us the strength to learn from the lessons to come.

6. Earth

Oh Great Spirit of the Earth.

Grant us the foundation of faith

Help us to let loose of our stubbornness 

And grant us the knowledge to serve all of creation

7. Air

Oh Great Spirit of the Air 

Grant us the clarity of a cool night sky.

Help us to see where we have wandered off the path.

And grant us a gentle breeze to guide us towards peace and understanding.

8. Water

Oh Great Spirit of Water

Grant us the mercy of your eternal calm.

Help us to weather the storms to come 

And grant us the wisdom to chart our course wisely. 

9. North

O Great Spirit of the North, who gives wings to the waters of the air and rolls the thick snowstorm before Thee, Who covers the Earth with a sparkling crystal carpet above whose deep tranquillity every sound is beautiful. Temper us with strength to withstand the biting blizzards, yet make us thankful for the beauty which follows and lies deep over the warm Earth in its wake. 

10. East

O Great Spirit of the East, the land of the rising Sun, Who holds in Your right hand the years of our lives and in Your left the opportunities of each day. Brace us that we may not neglect our gifts nor lose in laziness the hopes of each day and the hopes of each year.

11. West

O Great Spirit of the West, the land of the setting Sun, with Your soaring mountains and free, wide rolling prairies, bless us with knowledge of the peace which follows purity of striving and the freedom which follows like a flowing robe in the winds of a well-disciplined life. Teach us that the end is better than the beginning and that the setting sun glorifies not in vain. 

12. South

O Great Spirit of the South, whose warm breath of compassion melts the ice that gathers round our hearts, whose fragrance speaks of distant springs and summer days, dissolve our fears, melt our hatreds, kindle our love into flames of true and living realities. Teach us that he who is truly strong is also kind, he who is wise tempers justice with mercy, he who is truly brave matches courage with compassion. 

Prayers for the North, East, South, and West from http://www.indigenouspeople.net/greatspi.htm
