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J. B. Douglas Postgraduate Awards for 

Excellence in Statistics - 2004
Wednesday 24th November at 2.00pm

Darlington Centre, The University of  Sydney        ___________________________________________

The Statistical Society of Australia Inc. (SSAI) NSW Branch will hold its fifth annual J.B. Douglas Postgraduate Awards on Wednesday 24th November, 2004 at the University of Sydney. These awards have been created to encourage excellence in postgraduate work in any area of Statistics/Econometrics. This event is proudly sponsored by SSAI (NSW Branch), The University of NSW (Department of Statistics), Wollongong Statisticians, Roche Pharmaceuticals Australia, SAS Australia, Macquarie University (Department of Statistics) and CSIRO.
Each university department in New South Wales is invited to nominate one graduate student in Statistics or Econometrics by 15th October, 2004. Nominees will compete for a cash prize from a prize pool of at least $1200. In addition all nominees who participate in the Postgraduate Awards Day will receive a special certificate recognising the nominee's high standing.

Students are asked to make a 20-minute presentation (including 5 minutes for questions) on their postgraduate research in Statistics/Econometrics. This presentation will be judged by a panel on (1) scientific relevance and quality (2) approach and correctness (3) clarity and presentation skills. (Refer to the Judges' criteria below for further information). Students are asked to advise the coordinator if they will require PowerPoint for their presentation.
 All nominated students for the awards will be invited as guests of the Statistical Society to the annual dinner which follows the invited presentation by Professor Sue Wilson. 

Approximate schedule:  

· Student presentations – 2.00pm to 6.00pm

· Guest speaker (Professor Sue Wilson) – 6.30pm.

· Annual dinner – 7.30pm to 10.00pm.

Important

Nominations and 300 word abstracts are to be emailed by 15th October
Location

Darlington Centre, The University of Sydney
Awards Day Coordinator

Dr Shelton Peiris,

School of Mathematics & Statistics, F07,
The University of Sydney, 
NSW 2006.

E-mail: shelton@maths.usyd.edu.au

Phone:  + 61 2 9351 5764

Fax:      + 61 2 9351 4534

2004 Judging Panel

· Dr Alun Pope, St George Bank (President, Statistical Society of Australia Inc.,

      NSW Branch) is chair for the judging panel.

· Professor Sue Wilson, Australian National University.

· Dr Philip I. McCloud, Roche Pharmaceuticals, Dee Why, NSW.
Judges’ Criteria for Postgraduate Awards

The judges score and rank the candidates according to: (1) content, relevance and scientific quality (2) approach and correctness (3) clarity and presentation skills. Each criterion is given a score out of 10 on the performance. The judges will combine their results to determine winners. Decisions by the panel are final.

1. Content, Relevance and scientific quality 

The presentation must be interesting, and the material should be seen to be significant within the field of research. Context is important for establishing what the state of current research in the field is and how the described research contributes to and extends current knowledge. 

2. Approach and Correctness

The candidate must balance the competing demands of providing a clear explanation to the non-specialist and illustrating appropriate techniques and methods to allow a meaningful assessment of the candidate's own understanding and contributions to the research. The context can be further clarified during the question-and-answer session.

3. Clarity and Presentation Skills
This skill is required to communicate a subject requiring years of study in a 20-minute presentation. The judges are looking for the presenter's ability to communicate the essence of the research without becoming excessively encumbered with detail. A proper introduction, good exposition and meaningful conclusions are important factors in providing a clear presentation. Presentation skills include the best use of audiovisual aids, speaking ability, eye contact, efficient use of time, projecting a professional and confident attitude, preparedness and response to questions.

These factors and others contribute to the overall impression of the candidate's performance. A good talk is more than the sum of good performance in each component. The best talk will be well-presented, well-practised, clear, will convey significance and impact, and will be stimulating and memorable.

A judge may have a conflict of interest. Any conflict of interest will be disclosed and considered by the judging panel. 
NOMINATION FORM

J. B. DOUGLAS POSTGRADUATE AWARDS FOR  EXCELLENCE IN STATISTICS – 2004
PLEASE complete and return (by email) this APPLICATION FORM for your nominee by 15thOctober 2004. 

This 2004 event is proudly sponsored by SSAI (NSW Branch), The University of NSW (Department of Statistics), Wollongong Statisticians, Roche Pharmaceuticals Australia, SAS Australia, Macquarie University (Department of Statistics) and CSIRO.
Candidates : Please email the title and abstract of your presentation

by 15th October to  shelton@maths.usyd.edu.au
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	NAME OF THE NOMINEE


	Mr./Mrs./Ms.



	UNIVERSITY


	

	DEPARTMENT


	

	PHONE No.


	Area Code: (    )



	E-MAIL


	

	SUPERVISOR or HEAD OF 

THE DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL
	Prof. /Assoc. Prof. /Dr. /Mr /Mrs /Ms: ………………………………………………………

Comments:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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