How Does Fluoride in Toothpaste Prevent Cavities?

Directions: Answer questions in complete sentences for FULL credit.

1. What causes the loss of minerals from teeth?

2. What is demineralization?

3. What is remineralization?

4. What is hydroxyapatite?

5. What is fluorapatite?

6. Is hydroxyapatite or fluorapatite more resistant to tooth decay?

7. What is an ion?

8. What is the difference between a fluoride ion and a fluorine atom?

9. Is fluorine found as an atom or as an ion? Explain your answer?

10. What group of elements on the periodic table is fluorine a member of?

11. Where on earth can fluoride be found?

12. What is the optimal fluoride concentration in the United States?

13. How does fluoridation help fight plaque build up?

