Chapter 10: Confronted conversations
At school, Syd and Bridge walked in the school hall. They were on their way to home. Syd is talking with Sky on her phone.
Syd: Oke, I’ll talk to you later. I’ll miss you. Bye.

Syd hangs up and put her phone in her pocket.

Bridge: So, everything alright between you and Sky?

Syd: Yeah, why wouldn’t we be?

Bridge: Just wondering. I haven’t seen the 2 of you together lately.

Syd: That’s because we are both busy working on Cruger’s assignment. Remember, my partner is Jack and Sky’s partner is Z.

Bridge: So, how you’re holding it with a partner like Jack?
Syd: Well, it’s not that bad.

Bridge: Not bad? Do those words just come out from our Head cheerleader Sydney Drew?

Syd: Why does it sound weird when I actually say that?

Bridge: Perhaps you couldn’t stand each other before the 2 of you got pair up. 

Syd: I guess I misjudged Jack. You know, beneath that macho behavior, he has a heart for his family. Family means everything to him. I never saw Jack like that before.

Bridge: Oke, will the real Sydney Drew please stand up? Coz this person who just said those sentence couldn’t be the Sydney Drew we’ve known for years.

Syd: I’m serious. I see Jack now in a different way.

Bridge: What way will that be? The “I can stand you now” way or the “I feel attracted to you” way?

Syd: What? Attracted?
Bridge: Well, that’s not a bad thought. I mean, Jack is very popular with the girls.

Syd: He is, but I’m not attracted to him. That would be silly.

Bridge: Why is that?

Syd: Hello, remember Sky Tate? The football player, who happens to be my boyfriend as well.

Bridge: So? I find Charlize Theron attractive. I find Katie Holmes attractive. Hey, Halle Berry doesn’t look unattractive as well. But that doesn’t change my feelings for Kat.
Syd’s eyes grew large and a huge smile appeared on her face.

Bridge: Oh, god, please tell me you already knew that.

Syd: Well, I had my suspicions.

Bridge: I thought the whole school already knew it.

Syd: Well, not officially. Oh, my god, so it’s true. After all those years, you finally admit it. 

Bridge: Oke, move to another subject.
Syd: Does she know?

Bridge: Oke, we were talking about Jack.

Syd: Oh, no, you haven’t told her yet.

Bridge: It’s good that you and Jack aren’t arguing anymore.

Syd: I can’t believe you haven’t told her yet.

Bridge: All that argue would only disturb your project.

Syd: When are you going to tell her?

Bridge: It must be a lot easier to work with him now.
Syd: Are you planning to tell her anyway?

Bridge: Are you attracted to Jack now?

Syd: Bridge!

Bridge: Syd!

Syd: Don’t avoid the subject.
Bridge: I agree. We were talking about Jack first, remember.

Syd: Well, this is important. This conversation about your crush on Kat should have found place when we were in kindergarten.

Bridge: I’m not going to talk about it anymore.

Syd: Fine, then I won’t talk about Jack either.

Bridge: Fine.

Syd: Fine.

Bridge and Syd kept walking to home in silence. Meanwhile, Mora and Sam are in The Lair. They’re working on their project together. Sam is staring at her and Mora noticed it.

Mora: What?

Sam: Nothing. 

Mora: Then why are you staring at me for the past 10 minutes? 

Sam: Can’t people just look at you without any reason?

Mora: Yes, people can, but I was talking about you.

Sam: Well, is it weird for you that I’m just looking at you?
Mora: Yes, it is. You haven’t said a word since we got here.

Sam: Well, what am I suppose to say?

Mora: You suppose to make fun of me now. Insult me, embarrass me, whatever thing that irritates me. 

Sam: I’m not in the mood.

Mora: Why? Did someone died?

Sam: I’m just not in the mood. Can we just continue on our project?

Mora: Fine.
Suddenly another student joins them.
Andy: Hey Mora.

Mora: Hey Andy.
Andy: So, what’s up?

Mora: Nothing much. 

Andy: I saw you at Kickboxing class last Saturday. You were awesome.

Mora: How do you know I’m taking kickboxing classes?

Andy: I have connections with Bill Hughes.

Mora: You know my teacher? Since when?

Andy: Since the day I was born. Bill Hughes is my father.

Mora: You’re kidding me. Wait a second, you’re The Andrew Hughes? Number 1 student of the class?

Andy: Guilty.

Mora: Wow, your dad has told so much about you. 
Andy: I hope nothing embarrassed? 

They both laughed and Sam rolled with his eyes and tried to concentrate on his work.

Mora: Actually, you’re a role model to every student at that class. I mean, everybody wants to be as good as you.

Andy: How about you?

Mora: Well, I’m trying my best.

Andy: You know, I can give you some lessons if you like.

Mora: Really? 

Andy: Yeah, sure.

Mora: That sounds great.

Mora and Andy kept smiling and Sam could feel the tension and was very annoyed by it.

Sam: Oke, Romeo. If you don’t mind, Julia and I are working on our project right now. So, why don’t you go wait under her balcony and maybe if you’re lucky, she’ll make a window break appearance tonight. 
Mora gave him a hatred look. 

Andy: I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to disturb you. 

Mora: You didn’t disturb us. The nurse is always annoying like that, aren’t you?

Sam: Yes, and you better go now before her cousin Tybalt will appear with his guns and blows away your brains. And trust me, none of your kicks can stop that.

Andy: Oke, I can take a hint. Look, Mora, why don’t you give me a call and we’ll make an appointment.

Mora: Oke, I will.

Andy: I’ll see you around.

Mora: Bye.

Andy: See you Mora. Bye nurse.

Andy left and Sam was relieved. However Mora gave him an evil look.

Sam: Man, that guy is the best suck up I’ve ever seen in my entire life.

Mora: What was that all about?

Sam: What was what?

Mora: The things you said to Andy. I can’t believe you said those things.

Sam: Well, you wanted me to be me again.

Mora: Yeah, but that doesn’t mean you suppose to insult Andy. You suppose to insult me.

Sam: Well, did it bother you when I insulted him?
Mora: Yeah.

Sam: Then I’m back.

Mora: You are so unbelievable, you know that?

Sam: Thanks, good to have me back too.

Mora: Ugh!

Mora was irritated that she couldn’t stand to see Sam’s face at the moment. She went to get some coffee. Sam smiled when he saw Mora walking to the counter irritated. Meanwhile, Kat is walking in New Tech Park. She couldn’t stop thinking about Bridge and needed fresh air. Jack’s walking in the park as well and saw Kat. He walked to her.
Jack: Kat!

Kat: Jack, hey. How are you?

Jack: Not so good. 
Kat: How come?

Jack: I had a fight with Z. I did something bad to Sky and thanks to my actions, I gave Sky the opportunity to take advantage off the situation. 
Kat: What is that?
Jack: He told Z about what I did and she falls right in his trap, exactly where he wants her. That guy is a snake, he’s trying to have Z on his side, so she will turn against me.

Kat: Uhm, Jack. Sky wasn’t the one who told Z about what happened last night.

Jack: Kat, you don’t have to defend him.

Kat: I’m not. I was the one who told Z about what happened.

Jack: What?! How could you?

Kat: I’m sorry, but I couldn’t lie to my best friend. 

Jack: Oh well, she probably heard it from Sky anyway.

Kat: I don’t think so.

Jack: What do you mean?

Kat: Sky asked me not to tell anyone about what happened.
Jack: Oh, now, he’s trying to palm you in. Very clever.

Kat: Would you please put your ego aside? This is serious. I’ve seen Sky last night, I had to nurse his wounds.
Jack: Was it that bad?

Kat: Bad? Jack, he could have died out there. I couldn’t believe when I heard that you were the one who did that to him. 

Jack: Look, I didn’t mean to.

Kat: But you did. You should have seen him. He had pain everywhere. 
Jack: I didn’t mean to put his life at risk. It’s just that guy is a real jerk.
Kat: I know that you and Sky aren’t exactly the best friends, but you’ve gone too far. This isn’t a prank with toilet paper we’re talking about. If Bridge and Sam didn’t find him, than I don’t know what could have happened to him. Thank god they did.

Jack: Oke, it got a little out of hand. I’m sorry. I never meant this to happen. You gotta believe me.

Kat: I do believe you, but I still think you should go to him and tell him that you’re sorry.

Jack: No way. I’m not going to do that. 

Kat: Jack, don’t be so selfish. Look, I’m not telling you that the 2 of you should be friends, I’m just saying that you should tell him that you’re sorry and that you were out of line.

Jack: Never.

Kat: You know, Sky could have gone to the police and have let you arrest. He could have also gone to the principal and have you expelled. He could have also told your parents and have you sent to the Military Academy. But he didn’t. He could have ruined your life, but he chose not to. Plus, you’re telling me that you have regret about this all, but I’m not the one you should apologize Jack. 

Kat walked on her own in the Park, while Jack kept standing and thinks about what Kat just said about Sky. Why would his worst enemy do this? At the end of the afternoon, the sun was about to go under. At Tate’s residence, Sky put his bag in the livingroom and looked at a picture of him and his mother on the table. He could hear some noises from the kitchen. His father is cooking and his new girlfriend is there as well. Sky didn’t feel like joining them, so he decided to leave the house and goes to his special place. Nearby the house, there’s a small hut that finds place at the creek. Sky enters the creek house. He saw Z standing there, enjoying the sunset. Z looked beautiful when the light of sunset shines on her. The way she stood there, it reminded him of his mother. He walked to Z. 
Sky: Z?

Z turns around and smiled.

Z: Hey. Your dad said I could find you here. I hope you don’t mind that I waited.
Sky: No, I’m just surprised to see you here.
Z: This is really amazing. The view is really beautiful.

Sky: This was my mom’s favorite spot. Everytime when she just wanted to be alone, she went here. I guess this place is the only thing that keeps me close with my mom. 

Z: Well, you have no complaints about the sky, you can see the sunset everyday.

Sky: My mom came here a lot, because she loved seeing the sunset and the sky.  

Z: Well, that explains your name.

Sky: Uhm Z…this morning you were all upset and now you’re actually standing here at my mom’s place…
Z: And you’re wondering why I’m here now?

Sky: Yeah. Well, not that I don’t mind the company. Except if you heard some great news that you decided to forgive me.

Z: I did hear something news. 

Sky: Good or bad?

Z: In my case, bad. I even feel guilty. I’m actually here to apologize. 

Sky: Why?

Z: I heard what Jack did to you. Why didn’t you tell me?

Sky: It was nothing. Don’t worry about it.

Z: Sky, I can’t. I mean he beaten you up and left you on the streets with no clothes. He had no right to do that.

Sky: Well, things ended up alright eventually.

Z: Why are you acting like this?
Sky: Like what?

Z: Like nothing happened. Why you’re not yelling at me or why you’re not angry at me?

Sky: Why should I? You did nothing wrong.

Z: I made you look like the bad guy in here. While Jack was behind this. I still can’t believe he did this.

Sky: Forget about it. I mean, you’re his sister. He’s just being protective over you. 

Z: Well, what Jack did crossed the line. Sometimes he still thinks I’m the little 5 year old girl who got pulled on my hair by everyone. I just wished he stopped worrying so much about me.

Sky: He’s your brother and I guess he just doesn’t wanna see you hurt. 

Z: He lied to me. That hurts. I thought I knew him. I thought he was the good guy and respected everyone. Now I’m not sure who he is anymore. I think his parents won’t be glad when they hear this.
Sky: I don’t think you should tell them.

Z: Why not?

Sky: Look Z, everyone makes mistakes. I’m sure Jack probably has regrets about what he has done.
Z: Why are you doing this?

Sky: Do what?

Z: Jack is your worst enemy and now you’re covering him up.

Sky: You’re right, Jack and I aren’t really each other’s best friends. But I want him to be expelled from school either.

Z: Why? I mean if he did this to someone else, he would be arrested by now.

Sky: I can’t do that to him, or to his parents, or to you.

Z blushed when Sky smiled at her.
Z: You shouldn’t hide the truth just because he’s my brother.

Sky: I’m not. But you shouldn’t be the one apologizing to me either because he’s you’re brother.

Z: I didn’t come here to defend him. I wanted to see you.

There’s a moment of silence, while Sky and Z stared at each other. Then Z felt uncomfortable and looked away.

Z: I guess I should be going now.

Sky: You don’t have to go.

Z: I have to. I still need to talk to Jack. I can’t ignore this.

Sky: Alright. Goodluck then.

Z grabbed her jacket, put it on and walked away. 

Sky: Z!

Z turns around one more time.

Sky: Thanks for coming.

Z: No problem. I’m glad you’re alright Sky.

They both smiled at each other for a moment and then Z left. Sky felt happy and confusing at the same time. The lousy morning he had changed into a great day after all. And that because of his conversation with Z. Could this be the beginning of a beautiful friendship or could this lead to something else?

End Chapter 10…

