Chapter 11: Resisting heartbeats 
The next morning in New Tech City, students were at school and 2 days until weekend starts and still one day for the students to finish Mr. Cruger’s assignment. Kat and Sam are walking in the school hall.
Kat: Did someone recently died or something?

Sam: Why?

Kat: Well, you have been silent all day. Is there something wrong?

Sam: No, so you came here by yourself?

Kat: Aren’t you asking the wrong question?

Sam: What?

Kat: Aren’t you supposed to ask, where is Mora?

Sam: Like I care.

Kat: Mora was picked up by some guy this morning. 

Sam: A guy?

Kat: Yeah. Kinda surprised me, coz when that guy appeared she couldn’t stop smiling.
Sam: Let me guess, New Tech City’s very own Jackie Chan?

Kat: If you’re talking about Andy Hughes than it’s a confirmed yes. You know, I never knew Mora had good taste in men. 

Sam: Oh please, the guy is a first class suck up. So what if the guy can pass a few kicks.

Kat: Sam, Andy is the kickboxing champion of New Tech City.

Sam: So? I can also kick some asses. Don’t mind to try it on him. I can kick this guy that Japan will think an eagle is flying over their country.

Kat: Usually I don’t judge people at the first sight, but it looks like you’re a little jealous. 
Sam: Jealous? Me? What makes you think that?

Kat: Oh, maybe because you’re giving me the idea that you don’t like him at all.

Sam: Well, I don’t.

Kat: Why? You don’t even know him.

Sam: I’ve met types like him before. They suck up at you and when you need them, they will drop you like a rock.

Kat: Look, Mora’s a pretty smart girl. I’m sure she knows what she’s doing.

Sam: Ever heard of the expression: “Love is blind”?

Kat: Ever heard of the expression: “Sleeping dogs don’t bite”?

Sam: What’s that suppose to mean?

Kat: It means that you should not interfere in Mora’s personal life. You know her and you know that she’ll get annoyed if someone is telling her what to do. 

Sam: I know. It’s just…

Kat: Just what?

Sam: Nothing.

Kat: If you know Mora so well, then you should trust on the decisions she makes. And even though the 2 of you don’t agree on everything, you do know that she will make the right decisions.

Sam thought about what Kat said. She might be right about Mora. Maybe this whole concern about her is overreacted. Or not? Hours passed by and school was almost over. Z is in the library looking for some books. 

Jack: Are we still in war or is it possible to lay my weapon down?

Z turns around and saw her brother Jack leaning against the bookcase.

Z: What are you doing here?

Jack: This is a public library. Everyone is allowed to come here.

Z: Everyone who reads real books. If you’re looking for comic books, you’re at the wrong address.

Jack: Z, can we please talk like 2 normal adults in here?
Z: Oh, so now I’m not normal. That’s funny, coz last time I remember you were the one who beaten up someone who didn’t do a thing. And you only did that, because you wanted to keep your stupid reputation. 

Jack: Look, I told you I was sorry. What else do you want from me?
Z: I want you to apologize to Sky.

Jack: Never.

Z: Then this conversation is done for me.

Jack: Oh come on Z, don’t be so childish.

Z: Me? Excuse me, Am I the one who thinks my reputation is more important than a simple apology?
Jack: It’s not that simple. I mean Sky wouldn’t forgive me anyway.
Z: Well, after what you did, I’m not surprised.
Jack: Can’t we just drop this conversation? You know nothing will change between me and Sky. Even if I did apologize, Sky and I will be enemies for the rest of our lives.

Z: I’m not just talking about the situation between you and Sky. 

Jack: Then what are we talking about?

Z: That night I asked you where you’ve been. I asked you if you’ve seen Sky and you lied to me. How long were you supposed to hide this from me Jack? A week, a month or until the day we graduate? 

Jack: Don’t make such a big deal out of this.

Z: I do make a big deal out of this. Or were you waiting until Sky told me? Lucky for you he didn’t tell me. Unlucky for you that his friends did tell me. 
Jack: Look what he’s doing to you. This is exactly what he wants. He wants you to choose his side. And what better to have someone on his side than the sister of his worst enemy.

Z: Can you please stop thinking about the war between you and Sky?

Jack: You can not trust that guy Z. Sky Tate is a jerk, a slime bucket and a liar.

Z: That’s funny, coz those words matches your profile way better than his.

Z left and Jack was disappointed that he still hasn’t make up with his sister. Meanwhile, at the School news paper office, The Daily Star, Bridge is playing on the computer. Sky enters the room, but Bridge didn’t hear him come in. He was paying attention at his game.

Sky: Yo Bridge!

Bridge scared and suddenly lost at his game. He turned around and saw Sky smiling.

Bridge: Would you never scare me like that again?

Sky: Sorry. So, what’s up?

Bridge: Not good. Thanks to you I lost. It took 2 hours to get me on level 6. 

Sky: This is a newspaper office Bridge, not an arcade. Shouldn’t you be working on the Special Edition for tomorrow?

Bridge: It’s done.

Sky: Already?

Bridge: Yeah, am I not good or what?

Sky: So, where’s Syd?

Bridge: She’s working on that Mainstreet Incident Tribute.
Sky: I thought you said you were done.

Bridge: Yeah, my part is done.

Sky: And what part would that be?

Bridge: The review of this week’s games. You should really check it out. They released good games this week.
Sky: Great, I’ll keep that in mind. So, why you’re not helping Syd?

Bridge: Well, she was on to something. 

Sky: What is that?

Bridge: I don’t know, but she said it was big news.

Sky: Oke, listen I gotta go now.

Bridge: Hold on Blue boy, you’re not gonna get of the topic that easily.

Sky: May I know what you’re talking about?

Bridge: Well, may I know how that sad face is switched into a huge smile? 

Sky: It’s a good day. 

Bridge: What is good? Did Cruger let you graduate now or something?

Sky: I’m just in a good mood.

Bridge: Oke, what about yesterday?

Sky: What about it?

Bridge: Oh come on Sky. You’re not going to tell me the truth?

Sky: What’s there to tell?

Bridge: We were talking, I was depressed, you tried to comfort me, I asked you advice, something bothered you as well, I thought it was about Syd and suddenly you admit that not only 2 people were involved in your relationship, but 3. Usually there are only 2 people in a relationship, 3 is usually too much. I know there’s you and Syd, but who is the third person?
Sky: I have no idea what you’re talking about.

Bridge: Oke let me refresh your memory by saying these 2 lines. “Have you ever felt like you wanted to be close with someone, but you just can’t?” And what is your respond on that? “I wasn’t talking about Syd.”

Sky: When I meant close, I didn’t mean close like love-close, I meant friendly-close.

Bridge: Yeah right. Do I look like an idiot to you? Do we know the person of this Diana, Charles and Camilla love triangle? 

Sky: You compare me with Prince Charles?

Bridge: Don’t avoid my question. Who is it? Beside Syd Drew, who is the amazing one who got through Sky Tate?
Sky: Oke, but promised not to tell anyone. Especially not to Syd.

Bridge: I promise. Now tell me who it is.

Sky: Oke. The girl…she is…

Syd: Hey guys.

At that moment Syd enters the room.

Bridge: Oh, dam you!

Syd: What did I do?

Bridge: What did you do? You just interrupted a very important man to man conversation.

Syd: Oh, I’m sorry. But this is a newspaper office, not a bar.

Sky: Where you’ve been?

Syd: I had to make a few phone calls. 

Sky: Bridge told me that you were into something.

Syd: Yeah, but that’s a surprise. 

Sky: A surprise? Sounds very attempting. So, when do I get to see it?

Syd: Tomorrow.

Sky: Tomorrow? Come on Syd. You can make an exception for your boyfriend.

Syd: I can’t show you the surprise now. It’s not here yet. It will arrive tomorrow.

Sky: It moves?

Syd: It will arrive during the 18 September 2013 Mainstreet Incident Memorial.
Sky: It will arrive during the ceremony? Why?

Syd: You’ll see.

Bridge: Oke. I really look forward to it.

Sky: Me too.

Syd: So, what were you guys talking about?

Sky: Nothing special. The usual talk. You know, Kat, Kat and Kat.

Syd: You still haven’t told her?

Bridge: In cases like these, I have only one thing to say about it. No comment.

Syd: I’ll take that as a no.

Sky: Listen, as much I want to stay here and chat with you guys, I gotta go.

Syd: Where are you going?

Sky: I gotta finish my project with Z. It supposes to be done tomorrow, remember.

Syd: Oh right.

Sky: What about yours? Shouldn’t you go finish it with Jack?

Syd: Actually, we’ve finished it.

Sky: Already?

Syd: Yeah, during lunch break. 
Sky: How about you?

Bridge: Finished yesterday.

Sky: Then Z and I better jam on it to finish it before tomorrow.

Syd: Oke, I’ll call you tonight.

Sky and Syd kissed.

Sky: Oke. I’ll see you guys.

Bridge: Bye.

Sky left and Bridge walked to Syd. Syd saw that Bridge is looking at her with his curious eyes.

Syd: What?

Bridge: So, what is the surprise?

Syd: Haven’t you heard? Not until tomorrow.

Bridge: Well, you can give me at least one hint.

Syd: No.

Bridge: Oh please Syd.

Bridge looked at her with his puppy eyes. Syd sighed and rolled with her eyes.

Syd: Oke, fine. The surprise of tomorrow will be huge and put New Tech City on the map.

Bridge: I don’t get it.

Syd: By tomorrow, after the ceremony, everyone in the country and everyone in the whole world will finally get to know me.

Bridge: I still have no clue what you’re talking about.

Syd: You’ll see it tomorrow. Trust me, by tomorrow, nobody will ever forget the name Sydney Ashley Drew when I come up with the answer on one of the biggest mystery of New Tech City.

Bridge still looked confused at her. What is the secret she discovered? Is it good news or can it cause any fatal to someone we know. 

End Chapter 11…

